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CONGRATULATIONS

WELCOME
TO THE CLUB

The winners of the prestigious Croatian Women of Influence
Awards and Future Leader Awards extend our congratulations to
the 2026 award winners.

We're thrilled to welcome you to the club.
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FOUNDER

Caroline Spivak
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Founding Circle Organization, Croatian Women'’s Alliance
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Welcome to the 2026 Croatian Women of Influence
and Future Leader Awards gala!

Welcome to the 10th anniversary Croatian Women of Influence Awards Gala, where we gather to celebrate leadership,
innovation, and impact across borders and generations.

This evening, we are proud to honour 26 remarkable women - one Future Leader and 25 Croatian Women of Influence
Award winners, from 11 countries around the world, chosen from 145 nominations received from 32 countries, bringing
the total number of CWol laureates to 207 selected from more than 950 global nominations.

With each award, we celebrate the legacy of excellence forged by the women who paved the way, the extraordinary
trailblazers we recognize tonight and the barrier-breaking leaders we know the future holds. Together, they represent a
powerful continuum of achievement — our legacy in motion.

Our honourees embody innovation, ingenuity, resilience and purpose. Through their contributions in arts, business,
culture, entrepreneurship, public service, science, technology, the military and community leadership, they strengthen
economies, enrich societies, transform communities and inspire generations to come.

Tonight, we recognize individual accomplishments and the collective impact of all CWol laureates worldwide —women
whose vision and determination continue to shape a more equitable and dynamic future for us all.

On behalf of CWN/MHZ, an organization of women supporting women, | look forward to continuing to work together in
this next decade and beyond to provide opportunities for Croatian women to connect, champion and celebrate our way
to collective success.

Congratulations to all our 2026 Croatian Women of Influence Award winners. We're
proud of each of you and we celebrate you. Z%
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Dobrodosli na svecanu dodjelu nagrada utjecajne
hrvatske Zene i budude lidere za 2026. godinu!

Dobrodosli na sve¢anu dodjelu nagrada Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene i Buduée Liderice povodom nase 10.
obljetnice, gdje se okupljamo kako bismo proslavili vodstvo, inovacije i utjecaj kroz granice i generacije.
Veceras s ponosom odajemo priznanje 26 iznimnim Zenama - jednoj Buducoj Liderici i 25 dobitnicama
nagrade Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene iz 11 zemalja svijeta, odabranih medu 145 nominacija pristiglih iz 32 zemlje,
¢ime se ukupan broj laureatkinja koje su primile ovu nagradu povecava na 207, izabranih medu viSe od 950
nominacija iz cijeloga svijeta.

Sa svakom nagradom slavimo nasljede izvrsnosti koje su izgradile zene koje su nam pokazale put, iznimne
pionirke koje veceras prepoznajemo te liderice koje ruse prepreke i za koje znamo da ih buducnost tek donosi.
Zajedno, one predstavljaju snazan kontinuitet postignuc¢a — nase naslijede u pokretu.

Nase dobitnice prestavljaju inovativnost, kreativnost, otpornost i odlu¢nost. Svojim doprinosima u umjetnosti,
gospodarstvu, kulturi, poduzetnistvu, javnoj sluzbi, znanosti, tehnologiji, vojsci i drustvenom vodstvu, one
jacaju gospodarstva, obogacuju drustva, mijenjaju zajednice i nadahnjuju generacije koje dolaze.

Veceras slavimo ne samo pojedinac¢ha postignuca, vec i zajednicki utjecaj svih nasih laureatkinja diljem svijeta
— zena Cija vizija i odlu¢nost nastavljaju oblikovati pravedniju i dinamic¢niju buducénost za sve nas.

U ime CWN/MHZ, organizacije Zena koje podrzavaju zene, veselim se nastavku zajedni¢kog rada u ovom
sljedecem desetljecu i dalje, kako bismo hrvatskim Zzenama omogucile povezivanje, medusobnu podrsku i
slavljenje na putu prema zajednickom uspjehu.

Cestitamo svim dobitnicama nagrade Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene 2026. Ponosni smo na
svaku od vas i veCeras slavimo vase uspjehe.
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Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2026




;Bienvenidos a la gala de los Premios a las Mujeres
Influyentes y Futuras Lideres Croatas 2026!

Bienvenidos a la gala del 10° aniversario del Premio Mujeres Croatas Influyentes, donde nos reunimos para celebrar el
liderazgo, la innovacion y el impacto a través de fronteras y generaciones. Esta noche nos enorgullece rendir homenaje
a 26 mujeres extraordinarias: una Futura Lider y 25 galardonadas con el premio Premio Mujeres Croatas Influyentes,
procedentes de 11 paises del mundo, seleccionadas entre 145 nominaciones recibidas de 32 paises, lo que eleva el
numero total de laureadas con este premio a 207, elegidas entre mas de 950 nominaciones globales.

Con cada premio celebramos el legado de excelencia forjado por las mujeres que abrieron camino, a las extraordinarias
pioneras que reconocemos esta noche y a las lideres que rompen barreras y que sabemos que el futuro nos brindara.
Juntas representan una poderosa cadena de logros: nuestro legado en movimiento.

Nuestras galardonadas encarnan la innovacion, el ingenio, la resiliencia y la determinacion. A través de sus contribuciones
en las artes, los negocios, la cultura, el emprendimiento, el servicio publico, la ciencia, la tecnologia, las fuerzas armadas y
el liderazgo comunitario, fortalecen las economias, enriquecen las sociedades, transforman comunidades e inspiran a las
generaciones venideras.

Esta noche reconocemos no solo los logros individuales, sino también el impactocolectivo de todas las galardonadas con
este premio en todo el mundo: mujeres cuya vision y compromiso continuan dando forma a un futuro mas equitativo y
dinamico para todos nosotros.

En nombre de CWN/MHZ -La Red de Mujeres Croatas-, organizacién de mujeres que apoyan a mujeres, espero que
podamos continuar trabajando juntas durante esta proxima década y mas alla, para brindar oportunidades a las mujeres
croatas de conectarse, impulsarse mutuamente y celebrar el camino hacia el éxito colectivo.

Felicitaciones a todas las ganadoras del Premio Mujeres Croatas Influyentes 2026. Estamos orgullosos
de cada una de ustedes y hoy celebramos sus logros.

(e
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over 10 years | u proteklih deset godina | en los altimos diez aios

950 207 14 28 16 89 119

OUR

NAS

Nominations CWol Future CWol Winners 1st time Age of the Age of the Nomintions from
received Winners Leaders visitors to Croatia Youngest Winner | Most Senior Winner 119 Countries
€1.8-€1.8 M €2.35 - €268 M
CWN/MHZ Estimated Total Direct and CWN/MHZ Combined Economic & Promotional
Indirect Spend Economic Impact Impact Contribution for Croatia
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ANNIVERSARY

ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

ODBOR ZA
PLANIRANJE
10. OBLJETNICE

COMITE DE
PLANIFICACION
DEL DECIMO
ANIVERSARIO

CWol 2023, United States of America

Al

Biljana Abel
CWol 2019,
United States of America

Cathy Gorn, cwol 2023,
Committee Chair/ Preds;edmca

odbora Presidente de la junta
United States of America

Petra Heisinger

CWol 2024, Croatia
Term completed 2025

i

Future Leader 20017, Croatia

i i
Judi Krizmanié Zivié Kaja Pavlinié



Branka Cubelié
CWol 2017, Australia/Croatia
Term completed 2024

Nevenka Komarica
CWol 2023, USA

Term completed
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Adriana Smajié
CWol 2023, Argentina
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Liliana Canadié g%gll) 0820§\
CWol 2020, Canada United States of America

Term completed

Ana Maria Kuljevan Lidija Kovarik
CWol 2023, Peru CWol 2023, Czechia
Term completed 2024

Term completed 2023

Antonija Trupinié Dalia Vinski
CWol 2016, Croatia CWol 2023, Austria
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THE PROCESS:

Selecting Croatian Women of Influence Award
and Future Leader Award Winners

PHASE 01
Nominations

Nominations were opened inviting the global
Croatian community to nominate deserving
and accomplished Croatian women from any
profession and young up-and-coming leaders
aged 16-25 from around the world.

Nominations were open September 10, 2025 -
October 30, 2025.

There was no fee to submit a nomination and
only the completed online nomination form
was accepted.

PHASE 02 PHASE 03

Research & verification CWol 2026 Winners
All completed submissions were CWol Winners were announced on
forwarded to the five-member judges November 12, 2024 and are celebrated
panel comprised of esteemed leaders at the awards gala on March 8, 2025
and current CWol award holders. in Zagreb, Croatia.
The panel assessed and voted for the
selection of winners according to the They are promoted online at
established criteria. www.croatianwomensnetwork.org,

in the gala book, in all of our social
Voting took place at an all-day meeting media properties and in traditional
of the judges panel on Friday, October media coverage.
28, 2025.
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@ Drzava: Republika Hrvatska

HR Zeljka Josi¢ je drzavna tajnica u
Ministarstvu demografije i useljenistva
Republike Hrvatske. Diplomirala je na
Medicinskom fakultetu Sveudilista u
Zagrebu 2004. godine, a specijalizira-
la ginekologiju i porodnistvo u Opcoj
bolnici ,Dr. Ivo Pedisi¢” u Sisku, gdje je
zavrsila i poslijediplomski studij gine-
koloskog ultrazvuka. Tijekom profe-
sionalne karijere radila je kao lije¢nica

@ Country: Croatia

ENG Zeljka Josi¢, MD, serves as State
Secretary at the Ministry of Demogra-
phy and Immigration of the Republic
of Croatia since 2024. She graduated
from the University of Zagreb School
of Medicine in 2004 and specialized

in gynecology and obstetrics at Dr.

Ivo Pedisi¢ General Hospital in Sisak,
where she also completed postgrad-
uate studies in gynecological ultra-
sound. Throughout her professional ca-
reer, she has worked as an emergency
medicine physician, gynecologist, and
subspecialist in human reproduction.

State Secretary at the Ministry of Demography and Immigration of the Re-

public of Croatia

From 2016 to 2020, she served as a
Member of the Croatian Parliament,
actively participating in  several
parliamentary committees, including
those on health and social policy,
family, youth and sports, and gender
equality. From 2020 to 2024, she held
the position of State Secretary at the
Central State Office for Demography
and Youth, where, under her leadership,
the Office implemented various support
measures for families and young people
- for example, housing subsidies for
young individuals.

Women's health, youth
environments, and numerous
humanitarian projects in the local
community remain an important part
of her professional and political work.
She focuses on creating measures that
support parenthood and improve the
position of young people in society.

in digital

Drzavna tajnica u Ministarstvu demografije i useljenistva Republike Hrvatske

hitne medicinske pomoci, ginekologin-
ja te uza specijalistica humane repro-
dukcije.

Od 2016. do 2020. bila je zastupnica u
Hrvatskom saboru, gdje je aktivno sud-
jelovala u radu vise saborskih odbora,
medu ostalim za zdravstvo i socijalnu
politiku, obitelj, mlade i sport te rav-
nopravnost spolova. Od 2020. do 2024.

obnasala je duznost drzavne tajnice u
SrediSnhjem drzavnom uredu za de-
mografiju i mlade, gdje je, pod njez-
inim vodstvom, ured provodio mjere
potpore za obitelji i mlade - primjerice,
potpore za subvencioniranje stanovan-
ja mladim osobama. Od 2024. godine
drzavna je tajnica u Ministarstvu de-
mografije i useljenistva.

Pitanja Zenskog zdravlja, mladih u digi-
talnom okruzenju te brojni humanitar-
ni projekti u lokalnoj zajednici i dalje
su vazan dio njezina profesionalnog

i politickog djelovanja. Tijekom man-
data usmjerena je na kreiranje mjera
koje podupiru roditeljstvo i doprinose
boljem polozaju mladih u drustvu.

% Pais: Republica de Croacia

ESP Zeljka Josi¢ es Secretaria de Estado
en el Ministerio de Demografia e In-
migraciéon de la Republica de Croacia
desde 2024. Se gradud en la Facultad de
Medicina de la Universidad de Zagreb
en 2004 y se especializé en ginecologia
y obstetricia en el Hospital General “Dr.
Ivo Ped de Sisak, donde también
completé estudios de posgrado en
ecografia ginecoldgica. A lo largo de su

Secretaria de Estado en el Ministerio de Demografia e Inmigracion de la Republica de Croacia

carrera profesional, ha trabajado como
médica de urgencias, ginecéloga y espe-
cialista en reproduccion humana.

Entre 2016 y 2020 fue diputada del
Parlamento croata, participando activa-
mente en varios comités parlamentarios,
entre ellos los de salud y politica social,
familia, juventud y deportes, e igualdad
de género. De 2020 a 2024 desempeind

el cargo de Secretaria de Estado en

la Oficina Estatal Central para la De-
mografia y la Juventud, donde, bajo su
direccion, la oficina implemento diver-
sas medidas de apoyo para las familias y
los jévenes, por ejemplo, subsidios para
la vivienda destinados a los joévenes.

Las cuestiones relacionadas con la salud
de la mujer, la juventud en el entorno

digital y las numerosas iniciativas hu-
manitarias en la comunidad local siguen
siendo una parte importante de su labor
profesional y politica. Durante su man-
dato, se ha centrado en la creacién de
medidas destinadas a apoyar la mater-
nidad y paternidad y mejorar la posicion
de los jovenes en la sociedad.
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@ Drzava: Republika Hrvatska

HR Klara Kamenar je suradnica u Sluzbi
za pravni polozaj, kulturu, obrazovanje

i gospodarstvo hrvatskog iseljenistva
SrediSnjeg drzavnhog ureda za Hrvate
izvan Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb.

Nakon zavr§enog jednopredmetnog
preddiplomskog studija povijesti na Filo-
zofskom fakultetu Sveucilista u Zagrebu,

KLARA KAMENAR
@ Country: Croatia

ENG Klara Kamenar, Associate in the
Department for Legal Status, Culture,
Education and Economy of the Croatian
Diaspora at the Central State Office for
Croats Abroad, Zagreb, Croatia.

Following graduation from the Univer-
sity of Zagreb in 2022 with a degree

in History and Library Science, Klara
initially worked as a school librarian

and substitute teacher. In 2024, she
joined the Central State Office for Croats
Abroad as an associate in the Depart-

Associate in the Department for Legal Status, Culture, Fducation and Fconomy
of the Croatian Diaspora at the Central State Olffice for Croats Abroad, Zagreb,
Croatia. secretary at the Ministry of Demography and Immigration of the

Republic of Croatia

ment of Programs and Projects of the
Croatian Diaspora, where she participat-
ed in the execution of the Public Ten-
der for Proposals for Programs/Projects
by Croatian Diaspora Organizations in
Overseas and European Countries and
the Public Call for the Application of
Specific Needs and Projects of Interest
to Croats Abroad.

In 2025, she contributed to coordinat-
ing the Domovina Birthright Program.

Recently, she has become part of the
Department for Legal Status, Culture,
Education and Economy of the Croatian
Diaspora, where she continues to gain
valuable knowledge and contribute to
maintaining strong ties between Croats
abroad and their homeland.

Suradnica u Sluzbi za pravni polozaj, kulturu, obrazovanje i gospodarstvo hrvatskog iseljenistva Sredisn-
Jeg drzavnog ureda za Hrvate izvan Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb.

upisuje dvopredmetni diplomski studij
povijesti te informacijskih i komunik-
acijskih znanosti, smjer bibliotekarstvo.
Diplomirala je 2022. godine, nakon ¢ega
radno iskustvo zapocinje stjecati u nas-
tavi i Skolskoj knjiznici.

Od 2024. godine zaposlena je u Sredisn-
jem drzavnom uredu za Hrvate izvan Re-

publike Hrvatske, gdje je, kao suradnica
u Sluzbi za programe i projekte hrvatsk-
og iseljenistva, sudjelovala u provedbi
Javnog natjecaja za prijavu programa/
projekata organizacija hrvatskog isel-
jenistva u prekomorskim i europskim
drzavama te Javnog poziva za prijavu
posebnih potreba i projekata od intere-
sa za Hrvate izvan Republike Hrvatske,

kao i programa Ljetna skola ,Domovina“
2025.

Odnedavno je dio Sluzbe za pravni
polozaj, kulturu, obrazovanje i gospo-
darstvo hrvatskog iseljenistva, u kojoj ce,
nada se, nastaviti stjecati vrijedna znanja
te doprinijeti odrzavanju veza hrvatskog
iseljenistva s domovinom.

% Pais: Republica de Croacia

ESP Klara Kamenar, asociada en el De-
partamento de Estado Juridico, Cultura,
Educacién y Economia de la Didspora
Croata en la Oficina Central Estatal para
Croatas fuera de la Republica de Croac-
ia, Zagreb, Croacia.

Después de graduarse en la Universi-
dad de Zagreb en 2022 con un titulo
en Historia y Biblioteconomia, trabajo

Asociada en el Departamento de Estado Juridico, Cultura, Fducacion y Fconomia de la Didspora Croata
en la Oficina Central Estatal para Croatas fuera de la Republica de Croacia

inicialmente como bibliotecaria escolar
y profesora sustituta. En 2024 se incor-
pord a la Oficina Central Estatal para
Croatas fuera de la Republica de Croacia
como asociada en el Departamento de
Programas y Proyectos de la Didspora
Croata, donde particip6 en la ejecucion
de la Convocatoria Publica para la Pre-
sentacién de Programas/Proyectos de
Organizaciones de la Diaspora Croata

en Paises de Ultramar y Europeos y del
Concurso Publico para la Presentacion
de Necesidades Especiales y Proyectos
de Interés para los Croatas en el Extran-
jero.

En 2025 colaboré en la coordinaciéon
del Programa Domovina. Reciente-
mente, forma parte del Departamento
de Estado Juridico, Cultura, Educacion y

Economia de la Didspora Croata, donde
continla adquiriendo valiosos cono-
cimientos y espera contribuir al manten-
imiento de los lazos entre los croatas del
extranjero y su tierra natal.
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ANITA MARTINAC
@ Country: Bosnia Herzegovina

County (HNZ), Bosnia and Herzegovina

@ Drzava: Bosna i Hercegovina

Anita Martinac, diplomirana pravnica,
sudionica je Domovinskog rata, pjesni-
kinja i romansijerka. Nakon desetlje¢a
provedenog u vojnoj sluzbi, radila je u
realnom i javhom sektoru. Trenutno je
zaposlena kao savjetnica ministra za
pitanja branitelja HNZ.

Objavljuje od 1994. godine, a do sada

ENG Anita Martinac, Master of Laws,
serves as Advisor to the Minister for Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Herzegovina-Neretva
County (HNZ), Bosnia and Herzegovina.
A participant of the Homeland War, she
is also a poet and novelist. Following a
decade of military service, she worked in
both the private and public sectors and
is currently employed as an Advisor to
the Minister for Veteran Affairs.

Since 1994, she has published 20 literary
works, including collections of poetry,

Advisor to the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs of the Herzegovina-Neretva

short stories, historical novels, fairy tales,
and essays. She also writes scholarly
papers on history, the Homeland War,
and law. Her literary works have been
featured in numerous anthologies,
international and domestic collections,
and school textbooks. She frequently
participates in cultural events and literary
gatherings.

Anita is the recipient of numerous lit-
erary awards and honors, including the
Golden Charter of Matica hrvatska for

three novels, and the Croatian Woman of
Influence Award (2018) in the category of
Arts and Culture. She serves as President
of the South Croatian Branch of the Croa-
tian Writers’ Association, the Foundation
of the Croatian Writers’ Association in
Boshia and Herzegovina, and the Center
of the Croatian World Congress for Re-
search on the Consequences of Totalitar-
ianism in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She

is also actively involved in humanitarian
and volunteer work through various
associations.

Savjetnica ministra za pitanja branitelja HNZ

je objavila 20 knjizevnih djela: zbirke
poezije, novela, povijesnih romana,
bajki i zbirki eseja. PiSe znanstvene
radove iz podrucja povijesti, Domov-
inskog rata i prava. Njezini su knjizevni
uradci zastupljeni u brojnim antologi-
jama, medunarodnim i domacim
zbornicima te Skolskim udzbenicima.
Cesto sudjeluje na razli¢itim mani-

festacijama i knjiZevnim susretima.
Dobitnica je brojnih knjizevnih nagra-
da i priznanja, medu kojima se istice
Zlatna povelja Matice hrvatske za tri
romana, te nagrada Utjecajna hrvatska
zena za kulturu i umjetnost (2018).
Predsjednica je Juznohrvatskog
ogranka Drustva hrvatskih knjizevnika,
Zaklade DHK u BiH i Sredista Hrvatsk-

og svjetskog kongresa za istrazivan-
je posljedica totalitarizama u BiH.
Djeluje humanitarno i volonterski kroz
razne udruge.

@ Pais: Bosnia y Herzegovina

ESP Anita Martinac, licenciada en Dere-
cho, es asesora del ministro de Asuntos
de Veteranos del Cantén de Herzegovi-
na-Neretva (HNZ), Bosnia y Herzegovina.
Veterana de la Guerra de Independencia
Croata, es también poeta y novelista.
Después de una década de servicio
militar, trabajé tanto en el sector privado
como en el publico. Actualmente se de-
sempena como asesora del ministro para
Asuntos de Veteranos.

Asesora del ministro de Asuntos de Veteranos del Canton de Herzegovina-Neretva (HNZ)

Publica desde 1994 y hasta la fecha ha
escrito 20 obras literarias, entre ellas
colecciones de poesia, relatos, novelas
historicas, cuentos de hadas y ensayos.
También escribe trabajos académicos en
los campos de la historia, la Guerra de
Independencia y el derecho. Sus obras
literarias han sido incluidas en numer-
osas antologias, asi como en recopila-
ciones nacionales e internacionales y en
libros de texto escolares. Participa con

frecuencia en diversos eventos culturales
y encuentros literarios.

Ha recibido numerosos premios y
reconocimientos literarios, entre los que
destaca la Carta de Oro de Matica hrvats-
ka por tres de sus novelas. En 2018 fue
galardonada con el Premio Mujer Croata
de Influencia en la categoria de Culturay
Arte. Es presidenta de la Rama del Sur de
la Asociacion de Escritores Croatas, de la

16 Croatian Women of Influence Awards

Fundacion de la Asociaciéon de Escritores
Croatas en Bosnia y Herzegovina, y del
Centro del Congreso Mundial Croata para
la Investigaciéon de las Consecuencias

del Totalitarismo en Bosnia y Herzegov-
ina. Ademas, participa activamente en
labores humanitarias y de voluntariado

a través de diversas asociaciones.asocia-
ciones.
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@ Drzava: Republika Hrvatska

HR Ivana Rora, magistra odnosa s
javnoscéu, nova je zamjenica ravnatelja
Hrvatske matice iseljenika (HMI). Vise od
trideset godina svog profesionalnog rada
provela je upravo u Matici, gdje je stekla
bogato iskustvo kroz razne programe
koje je osmisljavala i vodila.

IVANA RORA

@ Country: Croatia
‘ Deputy Director of the Croatian Heritage Foundation (HMI)

ENG Ivana Rora, who holds a master’s various roles — from editor and journalist  first weekly supplement for Croatians
degree in public relations, is the new to head of public relations and media abroad published by Veéernji list, and
Deputy Director of the Croatian Heritage = hetworks, as well as organizer of major was head of HMI's Marketing and Public
Foundation (Hrvatska matica iseljenika-  annual projects. As a communication Relations Department. She has also been
HMI). She has dedicated more than thirty specialist, she has devoted her work to active in the Croatian World Congress
years of her professional career to this in-  strengthening the ties between Croatia and was part of the organizing team for
stitution, where she has gained extensive and its diaspora, developing projects and  the Croatian World Games for Youth of
experience through numerous programs  communication channels with Croatian the Diaspora

she has designed and led. communities around the world.

Throughout her career, she has held She served as editor of Dom i svijet, the

Zamjenica ravnatelja Hrvatske matice iseljenika (HMI)

Tijekom karijere obnasala je niz funkcija hrvatskim zajednicama diljem svijeta. Aktivno je djelovala u Hrvatskom svjets-
— od urednice i novinarke, preko voditel- kom kongresu te je bila nekoliko godina
jice PR-a i medijske mreze, do organi- Bila je urednica Doma i svijeta, prvog voditeljica Domovinskog sjedista i ¢lanica
zatorice velikih godisnjih projekata. Kao tjednog priloga za Hrvate izvan RH u sk-  organizacijskog tima Hrvatskih svjetskih
komunikologinja, posvetila se povezivan- lopu Vecernjeg lista, te voditeljica Odjela  igara mladih Hrvata izvan RH.

ju domovinske i iseljene Hrvatske, razvi- za marketing i odnose s javhoséu HMI-a.

jajuci projekte i komunikacijske kanale s

% Pais: Republica de Croacia

ESP Ivana Rora, master en relaciones
publicas, es la nueva subdirectora de
la Casa Croata de la Diaspora (Hrvats-
ka matica iseljenika - HMI). Ha dedica-
do mas de treinta afos de su carrera
profesional a esta institucion, donde
ha adquirido una amplia experiencia
a través de numerosos programas que

Subdirectora de la Casa Croata de la Didspora (Hrvatska matica iseljenika — HMI)

ha disefado y dirigido. fortalecer los vinculos entre la Croacia Vecerniji list, y dirigié el Departamento
A lo largo de su trayectoria ha desem- nacional y la didspora, desarrollando de Marketing y Relaciones Publicas
penado diversos cargos —desde edito- proyectos y canales de comunicacion de la HMLI. Participé activamente en

ra y periodista, hasta directora de rela- con comunidades croatas en todo el el Congreso Mundial Croata y formé
ciones publicas y de la red de medios, mundo. parte del equipo organizador de los
ademas de organizadora de grandes Fue editora de Dom i svijet, el prim- Juegos Mundiales Croatas de Jévenes
proyectos anuales. Como especialista er suplemento semanal para croa- de la Diaspora.

en comunicacion, se ha dedicado a tas fuera de Croacia publicado por
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- Drzava: Argentina

HR Adriana Smaji¢ zivi u Buenos Airesu,
gdje uspjesno gradi karijeru odvjetnice

i javne biljeznice, specijalizirane za
pravne predmete povezane s Hrvatskom
i Hrvatima u Argentini i Sire. Od 2005.
godine ovlastena je sudska tumacica te
aktivno djeluje i u toj struci.

Osim pravnih dokumenata i stru¢nih

ADRIANA IVANA SMAJIC

h Country: Argentina
-w

ENG Adriana Ivana Smaji¢, Lawyer,
Translator and Editor-in-Chief of the
journal Studia Croatica, lives in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, where she has built a
successful career as a lawyer and notary
public specializing in legal matters re-
lated to Croatia and Croats in Argentina
and beyond. Since 2005, she has also
been a certified court translator.

In addition to legal and technical doc-
uments, her passion for language and
culture is reflected in her participation
in the first Spanish translation of August

‘ Lawyer, Translator and FEditor-in-Chief of the journal Studia Croatica

Senoa’s literary classic Zlatarovo zlato.
As a seasoned translator, she regularly
provides simultaneous and consecutive
interpretation at Croatian community
meetings and during visits of high-level
Croatian officials. Among her many en-
gagements, her role as part of the dele-
gation of the President of the Republic
of Croatia, Zoran Milanovi¢, during his
2022 visit to Chile stands out.

Active in the Croatian community in
Argentina for many years, she has served
as Secretary of the Committee of Cro-

atian Associations and Institutions in
Argentina and, since 2015, as Co-Editor
of the esteemed journal Studia Croatica
together with Joza Vrljicak. Adriana is
the recipient of the Croatian Woman of
Influence Award 2025 in the category of
Leadership & Innovation.

Odvjetnica, prevoditeljica i glavna urednica casopisa Studia Croatica

tekstova, njezina ljubav prema jeziku i
kulturi ogleda se i u sudjelovanju u pr-
vom prijevodu knjizevnog klasika Augus-
ta Senoe Zlatarovo zlato na $panjolski
jezik. Kao prevoditeljica s dugogodisnjim
iskustvom, redovito prevodi simultano

i konsekutivno na sastancima hrvatske
zajednice te tijekom posjeta visokih
duznosnika iz Hrvatske. Medu brojnim

angazZzmanima isti¢e se njezino sudjelo-
vanje u izaslanstvu predsjednika Repub-
like Hrvatske, Zorana Milanovica, tijekom
njegova posjeta Cileu 2022. godine.

U hrvatskoj zajednici u Argentini aktiv-
na je ve¢ dugi niz godina — obnasala je
duznost tajnice Medudrustvenog odbora
hrvatskih udruga i ustanova u Argentini,

a od 2015. godine suurednica je ugled-
nog ¢asopisa Studia Croatica, zajedno s
Jozom Vrljickom. Dobitnica je nagrade
Utjecajne hrvatske zene 2025. godine u
kategoriji za Vodstvo i Inovaciju.

wr
ESP Adriana Ivana Smaji¢, abogada

y traductora publica, directora de la
revista Studia Croatica, reside en Buenos
Aires, Argentina, donde ha desarrollado
una exitosa carrera como abogada y es-
cribana, especializada en asuntos legal-
es relacionados con Croacia y los croatas
en Argentina y mas alla. Desde 2005, es
traductora publica certificada.

Ademas de traducir documentos legales

Pais: Bosnia y Herzegovina

Abogado, traductor y redactor jefe de la revista Studia Croatica

y técnicos, su amor por el idiomay la
cultura se refleja en su participacion

en la primera traduccion al espanol del
clasico literario croata Zlatarovo zlato

de August Senoa. Como traductora con
amplia experiencia, realiza traducciones
simultaneas y consecutivas en reuniones
de la comunidad croata y durante las
visitas de altos funcionarios de Croacia.
Entre sus numerosas colaboraciones, de-

staca su participacion en la delegacién
del presidente de la Reptblica de Croac-
ia, Zoran Milanovi¢, durante su visita a
Chile en 2022.

Activa desde hace muchos anos en la
comunidad croata en Argentina, fue
secretaria del Comité de Asociaciones
e Instituciones Croatas en Argentinay,
desde 2015, se desempeia como codi-
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rectora de la prestigiosa revista Studia
Croatica junto con Joza Vrljicak. Adriana
ha recibido el premio Mujer Croata de
Influencia 2025 en la categoria de Lider-
azgo e Innovacion.
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ABOU'T THE

AWARD

Throughout Croatia’s history, courageous and strong
women have played an integral role in inspiring
action, preserving culture, religion and heritage
and even bravely protecting our borders - just as
they do today. In creating the Croatian Women of
Influence award, our goal was to honor the heritage
that binds us and to recognize the strength and
tenacity of our Croatian Women of Influence.

The Croatian word for woman is “Zena”. The
symbol for the first letter “Z” in the ancient and
original Croatian Glagolitic alphabet, that played
an important role in Croatian history, is in fact
the symbol that shapes the form of the award.

The Glagolitic alphabet (known as Glagolitsa) is
the oldest known Slavic alphabet. It was created
in the 9 th century by Saint Cyril, a Byzantine
monk from Thessaloniki. He and his brother, Saint
Methodius, were sent by the Byzantine Emperor,
Michael lll in 863 to Great Moravia to spread
Christianity among the Slavs in the area. The
brothers decided to translate liturgical books into
the Old Slavic language that was understandable
to the general population. As the words of that
language could not be easily written by using
either the Greek or Latin alphabets, Cyril decided
to invent a new script, Glagolitic, which he
based on the language of the Macedonian Slavs
from the Thessaloniki region. After the deaths
of Cyril and Methodius, the Glagolitic alphabet
ceased to be used in Moravia, but their students
continued to propagate it in the west and south.

The Glagolitic alphabet was preserved only by
the Croats, using it from the 12 th to the 20 th

century, mostly in liturgy. The name was not
coined until many centuries after its creation,
and comes from the Old Church Slavonic glagol
“utterance” (also the origin of the Slavic name
for the letter G). The verb glagoliti means “to
speak”. It has been conjectured that the name
glagolitsa developed in Croatia around the 14 th
century and was derived from the word glagoliti,
applied to adherents of the liturgy in Slavonic.

Croats using the Glagolitic alphabet were the only
nation in Europe given special permission by Pope
Innocent IV (in 1248) to use their own language and
this script in liturgy. More precisely, this permission
had formally been given to Bishop Philip of Senj.
However, special care accorded by the Vatican to
the Glagolitic liturgy in subsequent centuries (even
by publishing several Glagolitic missals in Rome),
shows that this privilege applied to all Croatian
lands using the Glagolitic liturgy, mostly along the
Adriatic coast. As is well known, Latin had been the
privileged language in religious ceremonies in the
Catholic Church until the 2 nd Vatican Synod in
1962-1965, when it was decided to allow vernacular
national languages to be used in the Catholic liturgy
instead of Latin. It is interesting that even today the
Glagolitic liturgy is used in some Croatian churches.

The award is a modern interpretation and
recognition of our past, present and future. It's
pillars of the letter “Z” are a nod to the strength
and resilience of women; protective, stable and
timeless. It is a celebration of Croatian women
of influence of today and is an affirmation to
our trailblazing women that we all stand on
each other's shoulders in creating the future.

Created in Canada, from aluminum and stone,
this beautiful and now iconic award appears
at first glance as a gift. Perhaps this is a gentle
reminder that women are a gift and blessing to
their communities and that the world should
value their incredible and numerous contributions.
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Drzava: Kanada
Kategorija: Bududa liderica

(%

HR Danijela Boras studentica je dodip-
lomskog studija na Sveucilistu Western u
Kanadi, gdje pohada studij s poc¢asnom
specijalizacijom iz geologije. Danijela je
aktivna clanica svoje sveuciliSne zajed-
nice - predsjednica je Hrvatskog kluba,
potpredsjednica za odnose s javnhos¢u u
Odjelu za ekoloske projekte Sveucilista

DANIJELA KAROLINABORAS | N |

Country: Canada
Category: Future Leader

ENG Danijela is an undergraduate ge-
ology student at Western University in
Canada, an active campus leader, and
a summer research intern. Danijela in-
vestigates ocean circulation and critical
climatic transition in Earth’s history, and
has also participated in fieldwork on the
New Brunswick, Canada Tidal Flats. Dani-
jela is an active member of her school
community serving as the Croatian Club
President, Western Environmental Busi-

Undergraduate Student — Honours Specialization in Geology —
Faculty of Science, Western University, Canada

ness Vice President of Outreach, and a
Science Student Council Department
Representative. Through the Undergradu-
ate Summer Research Internship (USRI),
Danijela independently worked on her
own research project: Reconstructing
South Atlantic Ocean circulation and
climate during the Eocene-Oligocene
Transition, and participated in field work
on the Bay of Fundy tidal flats in New
Brunswick, Canada. Additionally, Danije-

la is the recipient of the Halton Catholic
District School Board Student Award of
Excellence (2022), Western Scholarship of
Distinction (2023), USRI (2025). Danijela
continues to pursue the many opportuni-
ties available to her, to be a strong future
leader while most importantly honour-
ing the many generations of strong Cro-
atian women who have come before her.

Studentica dodiplomskog studija s pocasnom specijalizacijom iz geologije —
Fakultet prirodnih znanosti, Sveudiliste Western, Kanada

Western te predstavnica odjela u Znan-
stvenom studentskom vije¢u. Kroz ljetni
istrazivacki program za studente (USRI),
Danijela je samostalno radila na vlastitom
istrazivackom projektu pod nazivom Re-
konstrukcija cirkulacije i klime Juznog At-
lantskog oceana tijekom prijelaza izmedu

eocena i oligocena, te je sudjelovala u ter-
enskom radu na plimnim ravnima zaljeva
Fundy u pokrajini New Brunswick, Kana-
da. Danijela je dobitnica vise priznanja: Na-
grade za izvrsnost Katolickog regionalnog
Skolskog odbora Halton (2022.), stipendije
Sveucilista Western za istaknute studen-

te (2023.), stipendije ljetnog istrazivack-
og programa za studente - USRI (2025.).
Danijela nastavlja koristiti mnoge prilike
koje joj se pruzaju kako bi postala snaz-
na buduca liderica, a ponajprije odajuci
pocast mnogim dgeneracijama snaznih
hrvatskih Zena koje su joj prethodile.

Pais: Canada
Categoria: Futura lider

(¥)
ESP Danijela Boras es estudiante de licen-
ciatura en Western Universidad, Canada,
donde cursa una especializacion con
honores en Geologia. Danijela partici-
pa activamente en la vida universitaria
como presidenta del Club Croata, vice-
presidenta de extensién de Western En-
vironmental Business y representante del

FEstudiante de licenciatura — Especializacion con honores en Geologia -
Facultad de Ciencias, Western Universidad, Canadd

departamento en el Consejo Estudiantil
de Ciencias. A través del programa Un-
dergraduate Summer Research Intern-
ship (USRI), Danijela desarrollé de forma
independiente su propio proyecto de
investigacion titulado “Reconstruccion
de la circulacion del océano Atlantico
Sur y del clima durante la transicién Eo-

ceno-Oligoceno”, y participd en trabajos
de campo en las planicies mareales de
la Bahia de Fundy, en New Brunswick,
Canada. Asimismo, Danijela ha sido dis-
tinguida con el Premio a la Excelencia
Estudiantil del Consejo Escolar del Dis-
trito Catdlico de Halton (2022), la Beca
de Distincion de Western (2023), la USRI

(2025). Danijela continua aprovechando
las numerosas oportunidades académi-
cas y profesionales a su disposicion, con
el propdsito de consolidarse como una
futura lider destacada, honrando espe-
cialmente a las muchas generaciones de
mujeres croatas que la han precedido.
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E Drzava: Sjedinjene Americ¢ke Drzave
=— Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

HR Carolyn, hrvatsko-ameri¢ka pripadni-
ca druge generacije, uspjesna je pravni-
ca, volonterka u zajednici i kulturna
ambasadorica u hrvatskoj dijaspori. Ti-
jekom posljednja tri desetljeca obnasala
je mnoge pravne i vodece pozicije u za-
jednici. Carolyn je pokazala izvanrednu

“CAROLYN AGINBRUNO ||

E Country: United States of America

=— Category: Leadership & Innovation

ENG Carolyn, a second generation Croa-
tian-American, is an accomplished legal
professional, community volunteer, and
cultural ambassador to the Croatian di-
aspora. Over the past three decades she
has served in many legal and commu-
nity leadership positions. Carolyn has
demonstrated extraordinary dedica-
tion to promoting Croatian culture and
strengthening Croatian-American rela-

Senior Partner, Bruno Law, PLLC and General Counsel,

Mindful Travel Croatia, LLC.

tions. She has been a transformative force
in cultural diplomacy through her leader-
ship roles in the Croatian Cultural Society
of Minnesota and the National Federa-
tion of Croatian Americans. Carolyn has
emerged as one of the key organizers for
many events in these organizations, in-
cluding high-profile Croatian diplomatic
events in Minnesota: most notably, she

served as Co-Chair/Co-Host to the Official
Visit of the President of the Republic of
Croatia, Zoran Milanovi¢ (2025). Carolyn
continues as a liaison to Croatia by serv-
ing as General Counsel to Mindful Travel
Croatia, a destination management com-
pany dedicated to bringing authentic and
local Croatian experiences to visitors from
around the world.

Visa partnerica u odvjetnickom drustvu Bruno Law, PLLC i
glavna pravna savjetnica u Mindful Travel Croatia, LLC

predanost promicanju hrvatske kulture i
jacanju hrvatsko-ameri¢kih odnosa. Bila
je transformativna snaga u kulturnoj di-
plomaciji kroz svoje vodece uloge u Hr-
vatskom kulturnom drustvu Minnesote
i Nacionalnoj federaciji hrvatskih Ameri-
kanaca. Carolyn se istaknula kao jedna od

klju¢nih organizatorica mnogih dogadaja
u tim organizacijama, ukljucujuci i visoko
profilne aktivnosti hrvatskih diplomata u
Minnesoti: najznacdajnija je bila uloga su-
predsjedateljice/sudomacdina sluzbenog
posjeta predsjednika Republike Hrvatske,
Zorana Milanovi¢a (rujan 2025.). Carolyn

nastavlja biti veza s Hrvatskom kao glav-
na pravna savjetnica tvrtke Mindful Travel
Croatia, tvrtke za upravljanje destinacija-
ma posvecene pruzanju autenti¢nih i lo-
kalnih hrvatskih iskustava posjetiteljima
iz cijelog svijeta.

E Pais: Estados Unidos
=— Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

ESP Carolyn, croata-estadounidense de
segunda generacién, es una destacada
profesional del derecho, voluntaria co-
munitaria y embajadora cultural de la
didspora croata. Durante las ultimas tres
décadas, ha ocupado numerosos cargos
de liderazgo en el ambito juridico y co-
munitario. Carolyn ha demostrado una

Socia principal de Bruno Law, PLLCy

asesora general de Mindful Travel Croatia, LLC.

extraordinaria dedicaciéon a la promocién
de la cultura croata y al fortalecimiento
de las relaciones croata-estadounidenses.
Ha sido una figura clave en la diplomacia
cultural gracias a su liderazgo en la So-
ciedad Cultural Croata de Minnesota y la
Federaciéon Nacional de Croata-Estadoun-
idenses. Carolyn se ha consolidado como

una de las organizadoras principales de
muchos eventos en estas organizaciones,
incluyendo eventos diplomaticos croatas
de alto nivel en Minnesota; cabe desta-
car su participacion como copresidenta y
coanfitriona de la visita oficial del presi-
dente de la Republica de Croacia, Zoran
Milanovi¢ (2025). Carolyn continda su la-

bor de enlace con Croacia como asesora
legal de Mindful Travel Croatia, una em-
presa de gestion de destinos dedicada a
ofrecer experiencias croatas auténticas y
locales a visitantes de todo el mundo.
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4 Drzava: Argentina

" Kategorija: Kultura i umjetnost

HR Silvina Mariel Biott argentinsko-hr-
vatska je spisateljica, uciteljica i pro-
motorica mira. Njezina djela povezuju
poeziju, pripovijedanje i razmisljanja
o migraciji, identitetu i pripadnosti. 1z
Ognjene zemlje, na krajnjem jugu Latin-

sivinasiorr R

Argentine-Croatian writer and poet, promoter of Croatian culture,
advocate for the culture of peace and member of the
international movement 100 Poets for Peace

A5 Country: Argentina
' Category: Arts & Culture

T

ENG Silvina Mariel Biott is an Argen-
tine-Croatian writer, educator, and
promoter of peace. Her work weaves
together poetry, storytelling, and re-
flection on migration, identity, and be-
longing. From Tierra del Fuego, at the
southernmost edge of Latin America,
she spreads Croatian culture through di-

verse artistic and literary activities, carry-
ing the living voice of the diaspora to the
heart of the world. Author of Su Majes-
tad, Plavo More, and Sembremos la Paz.
Semillas de valores, among other books,
she expresses the emotional bridge be-
tween Argentina and Croatia, her two
homelands of the soul. For more than a

decade, she has actively participated in
the international movement 100 Poets
for Peace, uniting her cultural and liter-
ary work in a shared mission: to transform
words into acts of unity, and the Croatian
diaspora into a true embassy of peace.

Argentinsko-hrvatska spisateljica i pjesnikinja, promicateljica hrvatske kulture,
zagovornica kulture mira i clanica medunarodnog pokreta 100 pjesnika za mir

ske Amerike, Siri hrvatsku kulturu kroz
raznolike umjetnicke i knjizevne aktiv-
nosti, nosedi zivi glas dijaspore u samo
srce svijeta. Autorica knjiga Su Majes-
tad, Plavo More i Sijemo mir. Sjeme
vrijednosti, medu ostalima, izrazava

emocionalni most izmedu Argentine i
Hrvatske, svojih dviju domovina duse.
Vise od desetlje¢a aktivho sudjeluje u
medunarodnom pokretu 100 pjesnika
za mir, povezujuci svoj kulturni i kn-
jizevni rad u zajedni¢koj misiji: pret-

varati rije¢ u ¢in jedinstva i hrvatsku di-
jasporu u istinsko veleposlanstvo mira.

A5 Pais: Argentina
W Categoria: Arte y Cultura

ESP Silvina Mariel Biott es una escritora
argentino-croata, docente y promoto-
ra de la paz. Su obra entrelaza la poesia,
la narracién y la reflexiéon sobre la mi-
gracion, la identidad y el sentido de pert-
enencia. Desde Tierra del Fuego, en el ex-

FEscritora y poeta argentino-croata, promotora de la cultura croata y de la cultura

de paz, integrante del movimiento internacional 100 Poetas por la Paz

tremo austral de América Latina, difunde
la cultura croata a través de diversas ac-
tividades artisticas y literarias, llevando la
voz de la diaspora al corazén del mundo.
Autora de Su Majestad, Plavo More y Sem-
bremos la Paz. Semillas de valores, entre

otros libros, expresa el puente emocional
entre Argentina y Croacia, sus dos patrias
del alma. Desde hace mas de una década,
participa activamente en el movimien-
to internacional 100 Poetas por la Paz,
uniendo su labor cultural y literaria en
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una misiéon compartida: convertir la pal-
abra en un acto de unién y a la didspora
croata en una auténtica embajada de paz.
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4T Drzava: Argentina

' Kategorija: Gospodarstvo

HR Maria Gabriela Dumandzi¢, argentins-
ka poslovna Zena, diplomirana rac¢uno-
voda i magistrica, zauzima vodecu pozici-
ju u Grupo Dumandzic — koji obuhvaca
tvrtke Construcciones Ivica Dumandzic
S.A. i Minera Zlato S.R.L. Nastavljajudi
tradiciju izvrsnosti obiteljske tvrtke koju
je 1951. godine osnovao njezin otac, Hr-
vat Ivica Dumandzi¢. Pod njezinim vodst-

MARIA-GABRIELA DUMANDZIC f N |

A5 Country: Argentina
W Category: Business

T

ENG Maria Gabriela Dumandzi¢ is an
Argentine business leader with a back-
ground in accounting and a master’s de-
greein business management. She serves
as a key executive at Grupo Dumandzic
— which includes Construcciones lvica
Dumandzic S.A. and Minera Zlato S.R.L.
— continuing the legacy of excellence
established by her Croatian father, Ivi-
ca Dumandzi¢, who founded the family

Executive, Grupo Dumandzic

business in 1951. Under her guidance, the
group continues to strengthen its culture
of hard work, integrity, and community
commitment. The company stands as a
benchmark in large-scale infrastructure
projects and provides highly specialized
services to the mining sector. A founding
member of the Equity Committee of the
Argentine Chamber of Construction, she

actively promotes the visibility of wom-
en in the industry and frequently partic-
ipates as a speaker at diversity and inclu-
sion forums. She was a featured speaker
at the Latin American Summit of Croacti-
vas®, the association of Croatian Women
of Latin America, where she reflected on
how her roots have been a defining force
in her personal and professional journey.

Izvrsna direktorica, Grupo Dumandzic

vom jaca se kultura predanosti, postenja
i odgovornosti prema zajednici koja obil-
jezava grupu. U podrucju gradevinarstva
tvrtka je prepoznata kao referenca u iz-
vodenju infrastrukturnih projekata velik-
ih razmjera, dok u rudarstvu pruza speci-
jalizirane usluge. Osnivacica je Komisije
za jednakost pri Argentinskoj gospo-
darskoj komori za gradevinarstvo, koja

promice vidljivost Zzena u gradevinskim
poduzeéima, te aktivho sudjeluje kao
panelistica na dogadanjima posveceni-
ma toj temi. Sudjelovala je kao govornica
na samitu Croactivas® — MrezZe hrvatskih
zena Latinske Amerike, gdje je istaknula
da su njezini korijeni bili klju¢ni za njez-
in osobni i profesionalni razvoj. Takoder
poti¢e programe mentorstva i edukacije

za mlade. Maria Gabriela smatra da se
poslovni uspjeh mjeri i drustvenim utje-
cajem te stvaranjem prilika. S tim pogle-
dom potice odrzivi rast grupe, kulturu ob-
likovanu njezinim hrvatskim korijenima.

45 Pais: Argentina

' Categoria: Negocios

ESP Maria Gabriela Dumandzic, empre-
saria argentina, graduada en Contaduria
Publica y Magister, ocupa una posicion de
liderazgo en el Grupo Dumandzic —que
agrupa a las companias Construcciones
lvica Dumandzic S.A. y Minera Zlato
S.R.L—, continuando la tradicion de ex-
celencia de la empresa familiar fundada

Directora ejecutiva, Grupo Dumandzic

por su padre croata, lvica Dumandazic, en
1951. Bajo su direccion, se refuerza la cul-
tura de esfuerzo, honestidad y comprom-
iso con la comunidad que caracteriza al
grupo. En el dambito de la construccion, la
empresa es referente en obras de infrae-
structura de gran escala, mientras que en
mineria brinda servicios especializados.

Es miembro fundadora de la Comisiéon
de Equidad de la Camara Argentina de la
Construccion, que promueve la visibilidad
de la mujer en empresas constructoras,
y participa activamente como panelista
en eventos sobre diversidad e inclusion.
Participé como oradora en la Cumbre
Croactivas®, la Red de Mujeres Croatas

de América Latina, donde expresé que
sus raices fueron una pieza fundamen-
tal para su desarrollo personal y profe-
sional. Ademas, impulsa programas de
mentoria y capacitacion para jovenes.
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Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

HR Ana Jerkovi¢ je ekonomistica i
diplomatkinja, suradna ¢&lanica Sv-
jetske akademije umjetnosti i znano-
sti te c¢lanica Medunarodnog vijeca

Pugwash Conferences on Science and

ANA JERkOvIC R

Country: Croatia

Category: Leadership & Innovation

ENG Ana Jerkovic¢ is an economist and
diplomat, an Associate Fellow of the
World Academy of Art and Science
and a member of the International
Council of Pugwash Conferences on
Science and World Affairs, an inter-
national organization that won the

Economist and diplomat, Associate Fellow, World Academy of Art
and Science, Member, International Council of Pugwash Confer-

ences on Science and World Affairs

Nobel Peace Prize. Throughout her ca-
reer, she has worked in the media and
in several Croatian ministries. She also
contributed to the Croatian Presidency
of the Council of the European Union,
was a member of European Commis-
sion working groups, and served as au-

thor and manager of numerous proj-
ects and initiatives. She holds the title
of Dame of the Order of Saint George
of the House of Habsburg-Lorraine.

FEkonomistica i diplomatkinja, suradna clanica
Svjetske akademije umjetnosti i znanosti, clanica Medunarodnog
vijeca Pugwashovih konferencija o znanosti i svjetskim poslovima

World Affairs,
zacije dobitnice Nobelove nagrade

medunarodne organi-

za mir. Kroz svoju karijeru radila je u
medijima, zatim u viSe hrvatskih mini-
starstava, radila je na predsjedanju

Republike Hrvatske Vijeéem Europske
unije te je bila ¢lanica radnih skupina
pri Europskoj komisiji, kao i autorica i
voditeljica niza projekata i inicijativa.

Nositeljica je titule Dame Reda Sve-
tog Jurja Kuée Habsburg-Lothringen.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

ESP Ana Jerkovi¢ es economista y
diplomatica, miembro asociada de la
Academia Mundial de Artes y Ciencias
y miembro del Consejo Internacional
de Pugwash Conferencias sobre Cien-

FEconomista y diplomdtica, miembro asociada de la Academia Mundial de
Arte y Ciencia, miembro del Consejo Internacional de Conferencias Pugwash

sobre Ciencia y Asuntos Mundiales

cia y Asuntos Mundiales, organizacién
internacional galardonada con el Pre-
mio Nobel de la Paz. A lo largo de su
trayectoria profesional, ha trabajado

en medios de comunicacién y en di-

versos ministerios croatas. Trabajé du-
rante la Presidencia croata del Conse-
jo de la Uniéon Europea, fue miembro
de grupos de trabajo de la Comisidn

26 Croatian

Europea y autora y lider de numer-
0sos proyectos e iniciativas. Ostenta
el titulo de Dama de la Orden de San

Jorge de la Casa de Habsburgo-Lorena.
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Drzava: Belgija
Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

HR Dr. sc. Jasna Karaci¢ Zanetti preds-
jednica je Hrvatske udruge za promican-
je prava pacijenata i voditeljica Ureda
za zdravstvenu diplomaciju. Tijekom hr-
vatskog predsjedanja Vijecem Europske
unije bila je odgovorna za podrucje
zdravstva te je aktivno sudjelovala u up-

dr. sc. JASNA KARACIC ZANETTI

‘ Country: Belgium

Category: Leadership & Innovatio

ENG Dr. Jasna Karaci¢ Zanetti is the
President of the Croatian Association
for the Promotion of Patients’ Rights
and Head of the Office for Health Di-
plomacy. During Croatia’s Presidency of
the Council of the European Union, she
was responsible for the area of health
and actively participated in managing
the COVID-19 pandemic crisis. For her
contribution to the scientific approach

Head of Health Diplomacy Unit/ President of The Croatian
Association for the Promotion of Patients’ Rights

to patient-centered medicine, she was
appointed as the International Ombuds-
man for Patients. She serves as an advisor
to hospital directors and health ministers
and is the first Doctor of Health Diploma-
cy in Europe. She is a member of humer-
ous international organizations and the
representative of forensic sciences for the
Republic of Croatia. She serves on the Gov-
erning Board of the World Center for Bio-

ethics, the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control, and as an advisor
to the European Commission on health
matters. Dr. Karaci¢ Zanetti is an invited
speaker at conferences around the world
and a professor at several universities. She
carries out her work in multiple countries
and speaks Croatian, English, Italian, and
French. She is the recipient of numerous
international awards and recognitions.

Predsjednica Hrvatske udruge za promicanje prava pacijenata i
voditeljica Ureda za zdravstvenu diplomaciju

ravljanju krizom pandemije COVID-19.
Zbog svog doprinosa u znanstvenom
pristupu medicini usmjerenoj na paci-
jenta, izabrana je za medunarodnog
ombudsmana. Savjetnica je ravnatel-
jima bolnica i ministrima zdravstva te
prva doktorica zdravstvene diplomacije

u Europi. Clanica je brojnih medunarod-
nih organizacija i predstavnica foren-
zi€nih znanosti za Republiku Hrvatsku.
Clanica je upravhog odbora Svjetskog
centra za bioetiku, Europskog centra
za kontrolu i prevenciju bolesti te sav-
jetnica Europske komisije za zdravstvo.

Pozvana je predavacica na kongresima
diljem svijeta i profesorica na nekoliko
fakulteta. Svoj rad provodi u viSe drzava
te govori francuski jezik. Dobitnica je bro-
jnih medunarodnih nagrada i priznanja.

Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

‘ Pais: Bélgica

ESP La Dra. Jasna Karaci¢ Zanetti es
presidenta de la Asociacion Croata para
la Promocién de los Derechos de los Pa-
cientes y directora de la Oficina de Diplo-
macia Sanitaria. Durante la Presidencia
de Croacia del Consejo de la Unién Euro-
pea, fue responsable del area de salud y
participd activamente en la gestion de la

Presidenta de la Asociacion Croata para la Promocion de los Derechos de los Paci-
entes y directora de la Oficina de Diplomacia Sanitaria

crisis de la pandemia de COVID-19. Por
su contribucién al enfoque cientifico de
la medicina centrada en el paciente, fue
nombrada Defensora Internacional de
los Pacientes. Es asesora de directores
de hospitales y ministros de salud, y la
primera doctora en diplomacia sanitaria
en Europa. Es miembro de numerosas

organizaciones internacionales y repre-
sentante de las ciencias forenses de la
Republica de Croacia. Forma parte del
Consejo Directivo del Centro Mundial de
Bioética, del Centro Europeo para la Pre-
venciéon y el Control de Enfermedades,
y es asesora de la Comisién Europea en
temas de salud. La Dra. Karaci¢ Zanetti

Croatian

es conferenciante invitada en congresos
de todo el mundo y profesora en varias
universidades. Desarrolla su labor en vari-
os paises y habla croata, inglés, italiano y
francés. Es ganadora de numerosos pre-
mios y reconocimientos internacionales.
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Drizava: Cile

HR Danica Kegevi¢ je istaknuta Zzena u
svojoj zemlji jer je Cileanskoj vladi pred-
stavila projekt Zakona o nultoj toler-
anciji, koji je stupio na snagu 2012. kao
amandman na prometni zakon njez-

Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

“Danica kecevic R

Country: Chile

ENG Danica Kegevi¢ is a prominent
woman in her country for having pre-
sented the Zero Tolerance Law proj-
ect to the Chilean government, which
came into effect in 2012 as an amend-
ment to her country’s traffic law. She
also spearheaded the first commemo-

Category: Leadership & Innovation

President, Croatian Sports Club Valparaiso, Chile /

ration of traffic victims, which is now a
national day after being formalized by
Supreme Decree No. 40, promulgated
in June 2020. She is a loving mother of
two children, Magdalena and Bernardo,
and happily married to the renowned
swimmer and water polo player, Felipe

Rey Account Manager, Pacifico Atlantico Seafood

Jimenez. Together with other Croatian
descendants, she founded the Croa-
tian Sports Club of Valparaiso, located
in Renaca, Vina del Mar, whose mis-
sion today is to recruit young athletes
to lead a Chilean representative team
to the 2027 Croatian World Games.

loditeljica kljucnih klijenata, Pacifico Atlantico Seafood

Predsjednica Hrvatskog sportskog kluba Valparaiso, Cile/

ine zemlje. Takoder je predvodila prvo
obiljezavanje Zzrtava prometa, koje je
sada nacionalni dan nakon S$to je for-
malizirano Vrhovnim dekretom br. 40,
proglasenim u lipnju 2020. Ona je brizna

majka dvoje djece, Magdalene i Bernar-
da, te sretno udana za poznatog plivaca
i vaterpolista Felipe Jimeneza. Zajedno
s drugim potomcima Hrvata osnova-
la je Hrvatski sportski klub Valparaiso,

smjeSten u Renaci, Vina del Mar, cija
je misija danas regrutirati mlade spor-
tase koji ¢e voditi reprezentaciju Cilea
na Hrvatskim svjetskim igrama 2027.

Pais: Chile
Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

ESP Danica Kegevi¢ es una mujer de-
stacada en su pais por haber presentado
al gobierno de Chile el proyecto de Ley
de Tolerancia Cero, que entré en vigor
en 2012 como una modificaciéon de la

Presidenta del Club Deportivo Croata de Valparaiso, Chile/
Rey Account Manager, Pacifico Atlantico Seafood

ley de transito. Ademas, impulsoé la pri-
mera conmemoracién a las victimas de
transito, que hoy es un dia nacional tras
ser formalizado por el Decreto Supremo
N°40, promulgado en junio de 2020. Es

madre carinosa de dos ninos, Magdale-
na y Bernardo, y esta felizmente casada
con el reconocido nadador y waterpolis-
ta Felipe Jimenez. Junto a otros descen-
dientes croatas, fundé el Club Deportivo

28 Croatian

Croata de Valparaiso, ubicado en ReRa-
ca, Vina del Mar, cuya misién actual es re-
clutar a jévenes deportistas para formar
un equipo representativo que participe
en los Juegos Mundiales Croatas 2027.
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Drzava: Bosna i Hercegovina

Q)

HR Suzana Kristo kao zena s viSe od de-
setlje¢a iskustva u zakonodavnoj vlasti i
preko petnaest godina profesionalnog
rada u oblastima liderstva, poduzetnist-
va i ruralnog razvoja, neumorno zagovara
rodnu ravnopravnost, osnazivanje zena i
inkluzivno drustvo. Kao saborska zastup-

Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

SUZANA KRISTO

Country: Bosnia and Herzegovina

Category: Leadership & Innovation

ENG Suzana Kristo brings more than a
decade of experience in legislative au-
thority and over 15 years in leadership,
entrepreneurship, and rural develop-
ment to her roles. She tirelessly advo-
cates for gender equality, women’s em-
powerment, and an inclusive society. As
a parliamentarian, she deliveres tangible
results - from initiating the first Youth
Strategy in the Central Bosnia Canton

Member of Parliament, Central Bosnia Canton Assembly

and programs that support young fam-
ilies, to strengthening the rights of on-
cology patients, especially women with
breast cancer. She holds a Master's de-
gree in Food Technology and is a certified
court expert in agriculture at the level of
the Federation of BiH. Additionally, she
is certified in coaching, NLP, facilitation,
and gender equality. Through education
and mentorship, she empowers wom-

en by bridging policy and practice, and
connecting local initiatives with global
perspectives. She is the initiator and or-
ganizer of numerous cultural, education-
al, sports, and humanitarian projects.
Outside of her professional work, Suzana
nurtures a love for Argentine tango, wine
culture, and inspiring friendships.

Zastupnica, Sabor Zupanije Sredisnja Bosna

nica, ostvarila je konkretne rezultate - od
izrade prve Strategije za mlade u ZSB i
podrske mladim obiteljima, do jacanja
prava onkoloskih pacijenata, posebno
zena oboljelih od karcinoma dojke. Mag-
istrirala je prehrambenu tehnologiju te je
stalna sudska vjestakinja iz oblasti poljo-

privrede na razini Federacije BiH. Takoder
posjeduje certifikate iz coachinga, NLP-a,
facilitacije i rodne ravnopravnosti. Kroz
edukaciju i mentorstvo osnhazuje zZene
povezujuéi politiku i praksu te spajajuci
lokalne inicijative s globalnim perspek-
tivama. Inicijatorica je i organizatorica

mnogih kulturno-zabavnih, edukativnih,
sportskih i humanitarnih projekata. Iz-
van profesionalnog angaZmana, njeguje
ljubav prema argentinskom tangu, vinskoj
kulturi i inspirativnim prijateljstvima.

Pais: Bosnia y Herzegovina
Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

ESP Suzana KriSto trae mas de una dé-
cada de experiencia en el poder legis-
lativo y mas de quince afos de trabajo
profesional en los ambitos del liderazgo,
el emprendimiento y el desarrollo rural,
y defiende incansablemente la igualdad
de género, el empoderamiento de las
mujeres y una sociedad inclusiva. Como

Representativa, Asamblea del Canton de Bosnia Central

diputada, ha logrado resultados concre-
tos: desde la elaboracién de la primera
Estrategia de Juventud en el Cantén de
Bosnia Central y el apoyo a las familias
jovenes, hasta la lucha por mayores dere-
chos de los pacientes oncolégicos, espe-
cialmente de las mujeres con cancer de
mama. Con una maestria en tecnologia

alimentaria y como perita judicial cer-
tificada en el ambito de la agricultura a
nivel de la Federacion de Bosnhia y Herze-
govina, Suzana también esta certificada
en coaching, PNL, facilitacién e igualdad
de género. Trabaja activamente en el em-
poderamiento de las mujeres a través de
la educacion y la mentoria, uniendo la

politica y la practica, lo local y lo global.
Es iniciadora y organizadora de humero-
sos proyectos culturales, educativos, de-
portivos y humanitarios. Junto a su labor
profesional, cultiva su amor por el tango
argentino, la cultura del vino y las amista-
des que inspiran.
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Drzava: Kina

HR Dr. sc. Vitomira Loncar nagradivana
je hrvatska glumica, producentica, znan-
stvenica, profesorica, blogerica, vlogeri-
ca i stru¢njakinja za stratesko planiran-
je. Suosnivacica je i direktorica kazalista
Mala scena u Zagrebu, kao i edukacijske

Kategorija: Kultura i umjetnost

dr.sc. VITOMIRALONCAR | N |

Country: China
Category: Arts & Culture

ENG
award-winning Croatian actress, pro-

Vitomira Loncar, Ph.D. is an
ducer, university professor, blogger,
vlogger, and strategic planning expert.
She is the co-founder and director of
the Mala scena theatre in Zagreb, as
well as the educational platform Ves-
talLLLs. During her 50-year career, she
has played more than 60 roles in the-
atre, film, and television, and produced

Professor, Eurasia University, School for Culture and Media, Xian, China
General Manager, Mala Scena Theatre, Zagreb, Croatia

more than 80 domestic and international
theatre plays and projects. She has pub-
lished six books, is the editor of the Mala
scena library, and is the founder of the
Network of Independent Theatres in Cro-
atia and Theatre Epicentre. She has com-
pleted humerous training courses in the
field of cultural management and per-
sonal development. Since 2016, she has
lived and worked in China, where she also

founded the WEL (Women Entrepreneur-
ship and Leadership) program for young
women. She has shared her thoughts
with the public through her blog “Straw
of Salvation,” and since 2021 she has
been recording the vlog “Time for Change
with Vita,” through which she supports
people who want to change their lives.
She is a wife, mother, and grandmother.

Dr. sc. Vitomira Londar, profesorica na Sveudilistu Furasia, Skola za kulturu i medije, Xian, Kina
Direktorica kazalista Mala scena, Zagreb, Hrvatska

platforme VestalLLs. Tijekom 50 godina
karijere odigrala je vise od 60 uloga u ka-
zalistu, filmu i na televiziji, te producirala
vise od 80 domacih i medunarodnih ka-
zalisnih predstava i projekata. Objavila je
Sest knjiga, urednica je biblioteke Mala

scena, osnivacica Mreze neovisnih kazalis-
ta u Hrvatskoj i KazaliShog Epicentra. Za-
vrsila je brojne edukacije iz podrucja kul-
turnog menadzmenta i osobnog razvoja.
Od 2016. godine zivi i radi u Kini, gdje je
osnovala WEL (Women Entrepreneurship

and Leadership) program za mlade Zene.
Svoja je razmisljanja s javnhoscu dijelila
kroz blog ,Slamka spasa“, a od 2021. sni-
ma vlog ,Vrijeme je za promjenu s Vitom*,
kroz koji podupire osobe koje zele promi-
jeniti svoj Zivot. Supruga je, majka i baka.

Pais: China
Categoria: Arte y Cultura

ESP La Dra. Vitomira Loncar es una galar-
donada actriz croata, productora, cientifi-
ca, profesora, bloguera, vloggera y experta
en planificacién estratégica. Es cofunda-
dora y directora del teatro Mala Scena en
Zagreb, asi como de la plataforma educa-
tiva VestalLLLs. A lo largo de sus 50 afos

Profesora, Universidad de Furasia, Fscuela de Cultura y Medios, Xian, China
Directora general, Teatro Mala Scena, Zagreb, Croacia

de carrera, ha interpretado mas de 60
papeles en teatro, cine y television, y ha
producido mas de 80 obras y proyectos
teatrales nacionales e internacionales. Ha
publicado seis libros, es editora de la bib-
lioteca Mala Scena, fundadora de la Red
de Teatros Independientes en Croacia y

del Epicentro Teatral. Ha completado nu-
merosas formaciones en gestion cultural y
desarrollo personal. Desde 2016, vive y tra-
baja en China, donde fundé el programa
WEL (Women Entrepreneurship and Lead-
ership) para mujeres jévenes. Ha compar-
tido sus pensamientos con el publico a

Croatian

30

través de su blog “Slamka spasa” (“Paja
de la salvacién”) y desde 2021 pubilica el
vlog “Vrijeme je za promjenu s Vitom” (“Es
hora de un cambio con Vita”), a través del
cual apoya a personas que desean cam-
biar sus vidas. Es esposa, madre y abuela.
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Drzava: Sjedinjene Americke Drzave
Kategorija: Kultura i umjetnost

HR Godine 1983. Branka i njezin suprug
Jerry bili su osniva¢i Americ¢ke hrvatske
loZze u Eastlakeu, Ohio, osnivajuci Muzej
i knjiznicu Hrvatske bastine. Njegov je
cilj prikupljanje, ocuvanje i odrzavan-
je zbirki. Godine 2009. pomogli su u

_BRANKAMALINAR _ N

Country: United States of America

—— Category: Arts & Culture

ENG In 1983, Branka and her hus-
band Jerry were founding members
of The American Croatian Lodge in
Eastlake, Ohio, establishing the Cro-
atian Heritage Museum and Library.
Its objective is to collect, preserve
and maintain the collections. In
2009 they helped establish the Cro-
atian Cultural Garden in Rockefeller
Park, Cleveland, Ohio. In 1993, Bran-

Curator, Croatian Museum, Cleveland, Ohio

ka participated in the Ellis Island
Oral History Project, which is stored
at the Ellis Island Immigration Mu-
seum. In 2016, Branka donated two
of her family’s folkloric dresses and a
biography of her father, Nikola Frig-
an, to her museum. At 84, Branka is
still active at the Croatian Heritage
Museum and Cultural Gardens. She
is @ member of the Croatian Wom-

en’s Club, Kardinal A. Stepinac, the
Northern Ohio Intermuseum Council,
and the Ohio Association of Retired
Teachers. In 2025, Branka was induct-
ed into the Cleveland International
Hall of Fame and was recognized by
the Croatian government with the
“Red Hrvatskog Pletera.”

Rustosica, Hrvatski muzej, Cleveland, Ohio

osnivanju Hrvatskog kulturnog vrta u
Rockefeller Parku, Cleveland, Ohio. Go-
dine 1993. Branka je sudjelovala u Pro-
jektu usmene povijesti otoka Ellis, koji
se ¢uva u Muzeju imigracije otoka Ellis.
Godine 2016. Branka je svom muzeju

donirala dvije folklorne haljine svo-
je obitelji i biografiju svog oca, Nikole
Frigana. Sa 84 godine, Branka je jos uvi-
jek aktivha u Muzeju Hrvatske bastine
i Kulturnim vrtovima. Clanica je Kluba
hrvatskih zena, Kardinala A. Stepinca,

Medumuzejskog vije¢a sjevernog Ohi-
ja i Udruge umirovljenih ucitelja Ohi-
ja. Godine 2025. Branka je primljena u
Kucu slavnih Cleveland International, a
hrvatska vlada joj je dodijelila odliko-
vanje “Red Hrvatskog Pletera.”

Pais: Estados Unidos
Categoria: Arte y Cultura

ESP En 1983, Branka y su esposo Jerry
fueron miembros fundadores de la Lo-
gia Croata Americana en Eastlake, Ohio,
donde establecieron el Museo y Biblio-
teca del Patrimonio Croata. Su objetivo
es recopilar, preservar y mantener las
colecciones. En 2009, contribuyeron a

Curadora, Museo Croata, Cleveland, Ohio

la creacién del Jardin Cultural Croata
en el Parque Rockefeller, Cleveland,
Ohio. En 1993, Branka participd en el
Proyecto de Historia Oral de la Isla Ellis,
cuyos archivos se conservan en el Mu-
seo de la Inmigracién de la Isla Ellis. En
2016, doné dos vestidos folcléricos de

su familia y una biografia de su padre,
Nikola Frigan, al museo. A sus 84 anos,
Branka sigue activa en el Museo y Jar-
din Cultural del Patrimonio Croata. Es
miembro del Club de Mujeres Croatas,
del Kardinal A. Stepinac, del Consejo
Intermuseos del Norte de Ohio y de la

Asociacion de Maestros Jubilados de
Ohio. En 2025, Branka fue incluida en
el Salén de la Fama Internacional de
Cleveland y fue reconocida por el go-
bierno croata con la “Red Hrvatskog
Pletera”.
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Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Gospodarstvo

HR Marija Mrgudi¢ suvlasnica je vinar-
ijje Bura-Mrgudi¢ i cuvarica obiteljskih
vinograda na prvim dvjema zasticenim
geografskim lokacijama Dingac¢ i Postup
na poluotoku PeljeScu. Ovi vinogradi u
vlasnistvu su obitelji Mrgudi¢ ve¢ dvan-
aest generacija, a ocuvani su i prenoseni
s koljena na koljeno zahvaljujuéi dubokoj

“MARIAMRGUDIC

Country: Croatia
Category: Business

<

ENG Marija Mrgudi¢ is co-owner of the
Bura-Mrgudi¢ winery and the steward
of family vineyards on the first two geo-
graphically protected sites of Dingac
and Postup, located on the PeljeSac Pen-
insula. These vineyards have been in the
Mrgudi¢ family for twelve generations,
sustained and passed down through a
deep devotion to viticulture and the art
of winemaking. As one of the first fe-
male winery owners in post-communist

Winemaker, OPG Marija Mrgudic

Croatia, she was a true pioneer—spear-
heading the promotion and export of
Croatian wines to the United States and
key European markets at a time when
the country’s modern wine industry was
only just emerging on the global stage.
Alongside preserving this rich winemak-
ing heritage, Marija is equally committed
to safeguarding Croatian cultural tradi-
tions. As a teacher of traditional song

and dance, she passes on the spirit of
Croatian folklore to younger generations.
A civic-minded community leader, Mar-
ijja actively promotes social and gender
equality, with a particular focus on ad-
vancing women'’s rights. She is the recipi-
ent of numerous awards and recognitions
for both her professional accomplish-
ments and her community engagement.

Vinar, OPG Marija Mrgudic

predanosti vinogradarstvu i umijeéu vi-
narstva. Kao jedna od prvih vlasnica vi-
narija u postkomunistickoj Hrvatskoj,
bila je istinska pionirka—predvodeci pro-
mociju i izvoz hrvatskih vina u Sjedin-
jene Americke Drzave i klju¢na europska
trzista u vrijeme kada je moderna hrvats-
ka vinska industrija tek zapocinjala svoj

izlazak na svjetsku scenu. Uz ocuvanje
ove bogate vinske bastine, Marija je jed-
nako posvec¢ena i njegovanju hrvatskih
kulturnih tradicija. Kao uciteljica tradi-
cionalnih pjesama i plesova, prenosi duh
hrvatskog folklora na mlade generacije.
Kao drustveno angazirana ¢lanica zajed-

nice, Marija aktivho promice socijalnu i
rodnu ravnopravnost, s posebnim naglas-
kom na prava zena. Dobitnica je brojnih
nagrada i priznanja za svoja profesional-
na postignu¢a i drustveni angazman.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Negocios

ESP Marija Mrgudi¢ es copropietaria
de la bodega Bura-Mrgudi¢ y guardi-
ana de los vinedos familiares en las dos
primeras zonas geograficas protegidas,
Dingac¢ y Postup, situadas en la penin-
sula de Peljesac. Estos vifedos han sido
propiedad de la familia Mrgudi¢ durante
doce generaciones, preservados y trans-
mitidos de una generacién a otra gracias

FEndologa, OPG Marija Mrgudic

a su profunda dedicaciéon a la viticul-
tura y al arte de la elaboracién del vino.
Como una de las primeras propietarias de
bodegas en la Croacia poscomunista, fue
una verdadera pionera, liderando la pro-
mocion y exportacion de los vinos croatas
a Estados Unidos y a los principales mer-
cados europeos en una etapa temprana,
cuando la industria vinicola croata mod-

erna apenas comenzaba a posicionarse
en la escena internacional.Ademas de
conservar esta rica tradicién vinicola, Mar-
ija estd igualmente comprometida con la
preservacion de las tradiciones cultura-
les croatas. Como profesora de cantos y
danzas tradicionales, transmite el espiri-
tu del folclore croata a las generaciones
mas joévenes. Como miembro activa y

comprometida de su comunidad, Marija
promueve la igualdad social y de géne-
ro, con especial énfasis en los derechos
de las mujeres. Ha recibido numerosos
premios y reconocimientos por sus lo-
gros profesionales y su labor comunitaria.
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Drzava: Republika Hrvatska

<

HR lzv.prof. dr.sc. Gordana Niko-
li¢ pokrenula je 2007. prvo privatno
veleuciliSte u Rijeci te je jedina Zena
vlasnica privatne visokoobrazovne
ustanove u Hrvatskoj. Clanica je eu-
ropske mreze Zena ambasadorica

Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

dr.sc. GORDANANIKOLIC [ N

Country: Croatia

Category: Leadership & Innovation

ENG Gordana Nikoli¢, PhD founded the
first University of Applied Science in the
city of Rijeka in 2007. She is the only fe-
male owner of a private higher educa-
tion institution in Croatia. Appointed to
the European Network of Women Am-
bassadors of Entrepreneurship, Gordana
received a UNECE scholarship support-
ing women entrepreneurs in SEE Europe.

She has received numerous recognitions,
including Entrepreneur of the Year in
Croatia (2014), the Primorje-Gorski Kotar
County Award for international achieve-
ments, and the City of Rijeka Award for
contributions to higher education and
entrepreneurship. Internationally, she re-
ceived the “Exceptional Women of Excel-
lence” award (2018) and the “Woman of

Dean and Associate Professor, PAR University of Applied Science

the Decade” award (Women’s Economic
Forum, New Delhi, 2022).

Within the global G100 network—100 sec-
tors, 100 world women leaders—Gordana
leads the Higher Education sector, serving
as an international role model for women.

poduzetnistva i stipendistica UNECE
programa za podr$ku poduzetnicama
iz jugoisto¢ne Europe.

Dobitnica je brojnih priznanja: Po-
duzetnica godine RH (2014.), na-

Izv. prof. dr.sc. Gordana Nikolic, Dekanica, PAR University of Applied Science

grade Primorsko-goranske Zupanije za
medunarodna postignuc¢a i nagrade
Grada Rijeke za doprinos visokom
obrazovanju i poduzetnistvu. Posebno
se isticu nagrade “Exceptional Women
of Excellence” (2018.) i “Zena desetl-

jeca” (WEF, New Delhi, 2022.).

U sklopu globalne mreze G100 - 100
sektora, 100 svjetskih Zena liderica -
Gordana vodi sektor visokog obrazo-
vanja.

Pais: Republica de Croacia

Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

ESP La Dra. Gordana Nikoli¢ fundé en
2007 la primera universidad privada
en Rijeka y es la Unica mujer propi-
etaria de una institucién privada de
educacion superior en Croacia. Es
parte de la red europea de mujeres
embajadoras del emprendimiento y

Decana y Profesora Asociada, PAR University of Applied Science

fue becaria del programa UNECE para
apoyar a mujeres emprendedoras en
Europa del Sudeste.

Ha recibido numerosos reconocimien-
tos, incluyendo Empresaria del Ano en
Croacia (2014), el premio del Condado

de Primorje-Gorski Kotar por logros
internacionales y el premio de la Ci-
udad de Rijeka por contribuciones a
la educacién superior. A nivel inter-
nacional, recibié “Exceptional Women
of Excellence” (2018) y “Woman of the
Decade” (WEF, New Delhi, 2022).

En la red global G100 - 100 sectores,
100 mujeres lideres mundiales - Gor-
dana dirige el sector de educacion su-
perior.
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Drzava: Sjedinjene Ameri¢ke Drzave
Kategorija: Kultura i umjetnost

HR Rodena i odrasla u Chicagu, Mari-
na Peric¢ je supervizijska producenti-
ca u Hollywoodu s vise od deset godi-
na iskustva u televizijskoj produkciji.
Tijekom karijere producirala je i nad-

_MARINAPERIC | J

E Country: United States of America

e Category: Arts & Culture

ENG Born and raised in Chicago,
Marina Peri¢ is a Supervising Pro-
ducer in Hollywood with over a
decade of experience in television
production. Throughout her career,
she has produced and overseen ce-
lebrity interviews with some of the
world’s most influential figures,

The Steve Harvey Show & The Relly Clarkson Show)

Supervising Producer (Hollywood Unlocked,

including Floyd Mayweather, Cardi
B, Ariana Grande, and Tom Hanks.
Her work has taken her beyond the
studio, covering major cultural mo-
ments from the Grammys to the
White House, placing her at the cen-
ter of stories that shape pop culture.
Now based in Los Angeles, Marina

continues to create bold and compel-
ling narratives that connect audienc-
es and artists alike, while embracing
her identity and journey as a proud
first-generation Croatian-American.

Nadzorna producentica (Hollywood Unlocked, The Steve Harvey Show,

The Relly Clarkson Show)

gledala intervjue s nekim od najutje-
cajnijih svjetskih licnosti, ukljuc¢ujuci
Floyda Mayweathera, Cardi B, Arianu
Grande i Toma Hanksa. Njezin je rad
odveo daleko izvan studija, od dod-

jele nagrada Grammy do Bijele kuce,
smjestajuci je u srediste prica koje
oblikuju popularnu kulturu. Danas,
sa sjediStem u Los Angelesu, Marina
nastavlja stvarati snazne i autenti¢ne

price koje povezuju publiku i umjet-
nike, istovremeno ponosno njegujuci
svoj identitet i put prve generacije
hrvatsko-americ¢ke zajednice.

Pais: Estados Unidos
Categoria: Arte y Cultura

ESP Nacida y criada en Chicago, Ma-
rina Peri¢ es una productora super-
visora en Hollywood con mas de una
década de experiencia en la produc-
cion televisiva. A lo largo de su car-
rera ha producido y supervisado en-

Productora Supervisora (Hollywood Unlocked, The Steve Harvey Show,

The Relly Clarkson Show)

trevistas con algunas de las figuras
mas influyentes del entretenimiento,
entre ellas Floyd Mayweather, Cardi
B, Ariana Grande y Tom Hanks. Su
trabajo la ha llevado mas alla del
estudio, desde los premios Grammy

hasta la Casa Blanca, situandola en
el centro de historias que definen la
cultura pop. Actualmente radicada
en Los Angeles, Marina continta cre-
ando narrativas poderosas y autén-
ticas que conectan a artistas y audi-

encias mientras celebra su identidad
y trayectoria como orgullosa croa-
ta-estadounidense de primera gen-
eracion.
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Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Gospodarstvo

<

HR Martina Pulji¢ iskusna je poslovna
liderica i Zena koja inspirira svojim prim-
jerom. Na celu je drustva Pleter-usluge
d.o.0., gdje je od 2021. godine provela sve-
obuhvatno restrukturiranje i modernizaci-
ju poslovanja. Zahvaljujuéi njenoj viziji i
odluénosti, Pleter je danas prepoznat kao
jedno od vodecih drustava u sektoru ugos-

“MARTINA PULJIC I

Country: Croatia
Category: Business

<

ENG Martina Pulji¢ is an experienced
leader and a woman who inspires by
example. Since 2021 she is President of
the Management Board of Pleter-usluge
d.o.o., where she has implemented a
comprehensive business restructuring
and modernization of business pro-
cesses. Thanks to her vision and deter-
mination, Pleter has become one of the
biggest state-owned companies in the
hospitality services sector and a reliable

partner to its strategic associates — the
Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of Inte-
rior Affairs, and NATO. Throughout her ca-
reer, Martina has achieved notable results
in strategic management, marketing, and
business development. She always em-
phasizes that people are the foundation
of every success - that is why she builds
strong, motivated teams with special at-
tention and encourages a culture of to-

‘ President Management Board, Pleter-usluge d.o.o.

getherness and trust. Previously, Martina
gained extensive experience in manage-
ment, marketing, and sales, leading de-
manding projects in the construction and
hospitality industries and collaborating
with numerous domestic and internation-
al partners. Through her example, Martina
shows that a woman’s true strength lies
in balancing professional excellence, per-
sonal passion, and the warmth she brings
to everything she does.

Predsjednica Uprave, Pleter-usluge d.o.o.

titeljskih usluga u Republici Hrvatskoj, ali
i kao pouzdan partner MORHU, MUP-u i
kao podrska ¢lanicama NATO-a. Kroz svo-
ju karijeru Martina je ostvarila zapazene
rezultate u strateSkom upravljanju, mar-
ketingu i razvoju poslovanja. Uvijek istic¢e
da su ljudi temelj svakog uspjeha - zato
s posebnom paznjom gradi snazne, moti-

virane timove i potic¢e kulturu zajednistva
i povjerenja. Prije dolaska u Pleter, stje-
cala je bogato iskustvo u menadzmentu,
marketingu i prodaji, vodeéi zahtjevne
projekte u gradevinskoj i ugostiteljskoj in-
dustriji te suradujuéi s brojnim domacim
i medunarodnim partnerima. Svojim

primjerom Martina pokazuje da istinska
shaga zene lezi u ravnotezi izmedu profe-
sionalne izvrsnosti, osobne strasti i topline
koju unosi u sve sto radi.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Negocios

ESP Martina Pulji¢ es una lider empre-
sarial experimentada y una mujer que
inspira con su ejemplo. Esta al frente de
la empresa Pleter-usluge d.o.o., donde
desde 2021 ha llevado a cabo una com-
pleta reestructuracién y modernizacién
del negocio. Gracias a su visidon y determi-
nacion, Pleter se reconoce hoy como una

Presidenta del Consejo de Administracion, Pleter-usluge d.o.o.

de las empresas lideres en el sector de
servicios de hosteleria en la Republica de
Croacia, asi como un socio de confianza
del Ministerio de Defensa, del Ministerio
del Interior y un sélido apoyo a los paises
miembros de la OTAN. A lo largo de su
carrera, Martina ha obtenido destacados
resultados en gestion estratégica, mar-

keting y desarrollo empresarial. Siempre
subraya que las personas son la base
de todo éxito; por ello, dedica especial
atencidn a la creacion de equipos fuertes
y motivados, fomentando una cultura de
unidad y confianza. Antes de incorporarse
a Pleter, acumulé una valiosa experiencia
en gestion, marketing y ventas, liderando

proyectos exigentes en las industrias de
la construccién y la hosteleria, y colabo-
rando con numerosos socios hacionales e
internacionales.
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Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: OruZane snage

HR Nevena Rami¢ rodena je u Zadru
1971. godine. Po¢etkom strasne agresije
na nasu Domovinu 1991. godine, pre-
kinuti su svi djevojacki snovi tada dva-
desetogodisnje djevojke. Odmah se
priklju¢ila Oruzanim snagama Repub-
like Hrvatske i postala hrvatski vojnik -

“NEVENA RAMIC I

Country: Croatia

Category: Military
ENG Nevena Rami¢ was born in Zadar
in 1971.1n 1991, at the beginning of the
terrible aggression against her home-
land, all her childhood dreams were
cut short. She immediately enlisted in
the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Croatia as a soldier — a role she proud-
ly continues to serve in today. Nevena
joined the Croatian Air Force in 2003 as
a Non-Commissioned Officer, becom-

‘ First Non-commissioned Officer of the Croatian Air Force

ing the first woman in the history of the
Croatian Armed Forces to be appointed
to the position of NCO of the branch. She
serves as an advisor to the commander
on military matters and as a representa-
tive of rank and file at the decision-mak-
ing level. Throughout her service, Nevena
has completed several levels of military
education in Croatia and abroad. She is
the recipient of numerous recognitions,

including the Order of the Croatian Inter-
lace, the Homeland War Memorial Medal,
the Homeland Gratitude Memorial Med-
al for 5 and 10 years of service, and the
“Operation Storm” Medal.

Prva docasnica Hrvatskog ratnog zrakoplovstva

duznost koju s ponosom obnasa i danas.
U sastav Hrvatskog ratnog zrakoplovstva
prikljucila se 2003. godine u Zadru, gdje
je radila do 2024. godine, kada prelazi
u zapovjednistvo HRZ-a u Velikoj Gorici
na mjesto Prve docasnice HRZ-a. Po prvi
put u povijesti Hrvatske vojske, zena je

imenovana na duznost prvog docasni-
ka grane. Ta duznost ukljucuje savjeto-
vanje zapovjednika o pitanjima vojnika
i docCasnika te njihovo predstaviljanje
na razinama odlucivanja. Tijekom svoje
sluzbe zavrsila je viSe razina vojnih Skola
u zemlji i inozemstvu, a za postignucéa u

sluzbi vise je puta pohvaljena i nagrade-
na. Odlikovana je Redom hrvatskog plet-
era, Spomenicom Domovinskog rata,
Spomenicom domovinske zahvalnosti za
5i 10 godina sluzbe te medaljom ,Oluja*“.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Militar

<

ESP Nevena Rami¢ nacié en Zadar en
1971. En 1991, al inicio de la terrible
agresion contra su patria, todos sus
suenos de infancia se vieron truncados.
Inmediatamente se alisté en las Fuer-
zas Armadas de la Republica de Croa-
cia como soldada, y aun hoy sirve con

Primera Suboficial de la Fuerza Aérea de Croacia

orgullo. En 2003, Nevena se incorporod a
la Fuerza Aérea Croata como suboficial,
convirtiéndose en la primera mujer en
la historia de las Fuerzas Armadas Cro-
atas en ser nombrada suboficial prin-
cipal de la rama. Ejerce como asesora
del comandante en asuntos militares y

como representante del personal sub-
alterno ante los niveles de toma de de-
cisiones. A lo largo de su servicio, Nev-
ena ha completado varios niveles de
formacién militar en Croacia y en el ex-
tranjero. Ha recibido numerosos recon-
ocimientos, entre ellos la Orden del
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Trenzado Croata, la Medalla Conmem-
orativa de la Guerra Patria, la Medalla
de Agradecimiento a la Patria por 5y
10 anos de servicio y la Medalla “Op-
eracion Tormenta”.
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Drzava: Kolumbija
A4 Kategorija: Gospodarstvo

HR Rodena u Manizalesu, Kolumbija, kéi
oca Hrvata, Angela je odrasla izmedu
dvije kulture koje su oblikovale njez-
in pogled na svijet i poduzetnicki duh.
S vise od 15 godina iskustva u javhom

Country: Colombia
@ Category: Entrepreneurship

ENG Born in Manizales, Colombia, to
a Croatian father, Angela grew up be-
tween two cultures that shaped her
worldview and entrepreneurial spir-
it. With more than 15 years of experi-
ence in both the public and private

I sectors, she has spent the past three

years driving projects that strengthen

ANGELA SANKOVICH-RAMIREZ | N |

Social Communicator, Specialist in Project Management — CEQO,
Colombia-Croatia Chamber of Commerce and

Co-founder of Croactivas® for Colombia

the ties between Croatia and the Croa-
tian diaspora in Colombia, passionately
promoting the culture, values, and tradi-
tions of her heritage. Cheerful, visionary,
and dedicated, she firmly believes that
everything dreamed with the heart can
become a reality. The married mother of
two children, she finds in her family the

inspiration to continue leading with pur-
pose and building bridges that connect
communities beyond borders. Her rec-
ognition as a Croatian Woman of Influ-
ence reflects her leadership, innovation,
and unwavering faith in dreams.

Social Communicator, Specialist in Project Management — CEO,
Colombia-Croatia Chamber of Commerce and Co-founder of Croactivas® for Colombia

i privathom sektoru, posljednje tri go-
dine posvetila je poticanju projekata koji
jacaju veze izmedu Hrvatske i hrvatske
dijaspore u Kolumbiji, s velikom straséu
promicucdi kulturu, vrijednosti i tradicije

svojih korijena. Vesela, sanjarska i pre-
dana, duboko vjeruje da se sve §to se
sanja srcem moze ostvariti. Udana i maj-
ka dvoje djece, u svojoj obitelji pronalazi
nadahnuce za daljnje vodenje s vizijom

i ssrhom te za izgradnju mostova koji
spajaju zajednice izvan granica. Njezino
priznanje kao Utjecajnu Hrvatsku Zenu
odrazava njezino vodstvo, inovativnost i
nepokolebljivu vjeru u snove.

Pais: Colombia
A4 Categoria: Emprendimiento

ESP Nacida en Manizales, Colombia, e hija
de padre croata, Angela ha crecido entre
dos culturas que han moldeado su visidn
del mundo y su espiritu emprendedor. Con
mas de 15 afios de experiencia en el sector
publico y privado, ha dedicado los ultimos

Comunicadora Social, Especialista en Direccion de Proyectos — CEO de la Camara de
Comercio Colombia Croacia y Co-fundadora de Croactivas® por Colombia

tres anos a impulsar proyectos que for-
talecen los lazos entre Croacia y la didspora
croata en Colombia, promoviendo con pa-
sion la cultura, los valores y las tradiciones
de sus raices. Es una mujer alegre, sonadora
y comprometida, convencida de que todo

aquello que se suena con el corazén puede
hacerse realidad. Casada y madre de dos
hijos, encuentra en su familia la inspiraciéon
para seguir liderando con propésito y con-
struir puentes que unan comunidades mas
alla de las fronteras. Su reconocimiento

como Mujer Croata de Influencia refleja su
liderazgo, innovacién e inquebrantable fe
en los suenos.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2026



Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Humanitarni rad

HR Nera Stipicevi¢ je multidisciplinarna
autorica i producentica, akademska glu-
mica i ekonomistica te ¢lanica ZGK Ko-
medija. Tijekom umijetni¢kih rezidencija
u Récollets International u Parizu (2013. i
2018.) razvila je svoj autorski izri¢aj Freeda
Nera Immortelle / FNI, kroz koji istrazuje

“NERa sTIPICEVIC R

Country: Croatia
Category: Philanthropy

<

ENG Nera Stipicevi¢ is a multidisci-
plinary author and producer, academ-
ic actress, and economist, as well as a
member of ZGK Komedija. During her
artistic residencies at Récollets Interna-
tional in Paris (2013 and 2018), she de-
veloped her artistic expression Freeda
Nera Immortelle / FNI, exploring the re-
lationship between art, authenticity, and
mental health (hominated for the Croa-
tian Award for the Promotion of Mental

Multidisciplinary author, producer, academic, actress, and econo-

mist Member of ZGK RKomedija

Health, 2023) while promoting the impor-
tance of intercultural influences and col-
laborations with France. She is the author
of numerous multidisciplinary projects in
theater (Free_DA, Cvit samocde, Dar, Voila!
- a la Travershe, Pod pariskim nebom), lit-
erature and music (the book with music
Cvit samoce), and online (the podcast La
Fleur de la Solitude, available for free in
over 90 countries). Through her work, she

connects art and social awareness, par-
ticipating in projects such as Mission for
Orphans in Tanzania (2019) and Together
We Erase Scars (2024), promotes authen-
tic Croatian art (voice of the “Croatia in
the EU” campaign, 2013), and in Septem-
ber 2025 represented Croatia through the
literary program Regards croisés in Lyon.

Multidisciplinarna umjetnica Freeda Nera Immortelle i producentica Umjet-
nicke organizacije SobaZ2/platforme FNI, glumica i pjevacica ZGK Romedija

odnos umjetnosti, autenti¢nosti i mental-
nog zdravlja (nominacija za Hrvatsku na-
gradu za promicanje mentalnog zdravlja,
2023.) te promice vaznost medukultural-
nih utjecaja i suradnji s Francuskom. Au-
torica je brojnih multidisciplinarnih pro-
jekata u kazaliStu (Free_DA, Cvit samoce,

Dar, Voila! - a la Travershe, Pod pariskim
nebom), knjizevnosti i glazbi (knjiga s gla-
zbom Cvit samoce) te online (podcast La
Fleur de la Solitude, dostupan besplatno
u vise od 90 zemalja). Kroz svoj rad pov-
ezuje umjetnost i drustvenu osjetljivost,
sudjelujué¢i u projektima poput Misija

za siro¢ad u Tanzaniji (2019.) i Zajedno
briSemo oziljke (2024.), promice hrvatsku
autenti¢nu umjetnost (glas kampanje “RH
u EU”, 2013.) te je u rujnu 2025. predstavl-
jala Hrvatsku kroz knjizevni program Re-
gards croisés u Lyonu.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Filantropia

ESP Nera Stipicevi¢ es una autora y pro-
ductora multidisciplinaria, actrizacadémi-
ca y economista, asi como miembro de
ZGK Komedija. Durante sus residencias
artisticas en Récollets International en
Paris (2013 y 2018), desarrollé su ex-
presion artistica Freeda Nera Immortelle
/ FNI, explorando la relaciéon entre arte,

Autora y productora multidisciplinaria,

asi como miembro de ZGK Komedija

autenticidad y salud mental (hominada al
Premio Croata de Promocién de la Salud
Mental, 2023) y promoviendo la impor-
tancia de las influencias interculturales
y la colaboracién con Francia. Es autora
de numerosos proyectos multidiscipli-
narios en teatro (Free DA, Cvit samoce,
Dar, Voila! - a la Travershe, Pod pariskim

actriz académica y economista,

nebom), literatura y musica (el libro con
musica Cvit samoce), y en linea (el pod-
cast La Fleur de la Solitude, disponible
gratuitamente en mas de 90 paises). A
través de su trabajo, conecta el arte con
la conciencia social, participando en
proyectos como Misién para huérfanos en
Tanzania (2019) y Juntos borramos cica-

Croatian
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trices (2024), promueve el arte auténtico
croata (voz de la campana “Croacia en la
UE”, 2013) y en septiembre de 2025 rep-
resentd a Croacia a través del programa
literario Regards croisés en Lyon.
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Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

HR Vesna Skare Ozbolt je bivéa minis-
trica pravosuda Republike Hrvatske i
savjetnica prvog Predsjednika Repub-
like Hrvatske za medunarodne odnose
i mirovne procese. Pokrenula je sve-

dr.sc. VESNA SKAREOZBOLT § N |

Attorney at Law, Law office Vesna Skare Ozbolt

Country: Croatia

Category: Leadership & Innovation

ENG Vesna Skare Ozbolt is a former
Minister of Justice of the Republic of
Croatia and former Advisor to the first
President of the Republic of Croatia
for International Relations and Peace
Processes. Vesna initiated a compre-
hensive reform of the judiciary, in-
troduced the right to a trial within

Former Minister of Justice 2003-2006

Former advisor to the first Croatian President Franjo Tudman 1991-1999

a reasonable time period, established
the Judicial Academy, and led the digi-
talization of land registries. She partic-
ipated in peace negotiations and the
peaceful reintegration of the Croatian
Danube region — the only fully success-
ful UN mission in the world. She pro-
motes Croatia at global forums and,

through the Mediterranean Women
Mediators Network, empowers women
mediators in accordance with the UN
Resolution on Women, Peace, and Se-
curity.

Odvjetnica, Odvjetnicki ured Vesna Skare Ozbolt
Bivsa ministrica pravosuda (2003, — 2006.)
Bivsa savjetnica prvog Hrvatskog Predsjednika dr. Franje Tudmana (1991 - 1999)

obuhvatnu reformu pravosuda, uvela
sudenje u razumnom roku, Pravosud-
nu akademiju i digitalizaciju zeml-
jisnih knjiga. Sudjelovala je u mirovnim
pregovorima i mirnoj reintegraciji hr-

vatskog Podunavlja, jedinoj u potpuno-
sti uspjeSno dovrsenoj misiji UN-a u svi-
jetu. Promovira Hrvatsku na globalnim
forumima i kroz Mediterranean Wom-
en Mediators Network osnazZuje Zene

medijatorice u skladu s Rezolucijom
UN-a o zenama, miru i sigurnosti.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

ESP Vesna Skare Ozbolt es exministra
de Justicia de la Republica de Croacia
y exasesora del primer Presidente de la
Republica de Croacia para Asuntos In-
ternacionales y Procesos de Paz. Inicio
una reforma integral del poder judicial,

Abogada, Despacho de Abogacia Vesna Skare Ozbolt

FExministra de Justicia (2003-2006)

Exasesora del primer Presidente de Croacia, Dr. Franjo Tudman (1991-1999)

introdujo el derecho a un juicio en un
plazo razonable, fundé la Academia
Judicial y lideré la digitalizacién de los
registros de propiedad. Participd en las
negociaciones de paz y en la reinte-
gracion pacifica de la regiéon del Danu-

bio croata, la Unica misién de la ONU en
el mundo completada con pleno éxito.
Promueve a Croacia en foros interna-
cionales y, a través de la Mediterranean
Women Mediators Network, impulsa el
empoderamiento de las mujeres me-

diadoras conforme a la Resolucién de
la ONU sobre las Mujeres, la Paz y la
Seguridad.
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Drzava: Cile
Kategorija: Kultura i umjetnost

&

HR Patricija Stambuk Mayorga rodena je u
Magallanesu, u Cileu. Novinarka je, diplo-
mirana na Univerzi Cilea, autorica deset
knjiga suvremenih memoara i dobitnica
Nacionalne Nagrade za Novinarstvo, na-
jviSe profesionalno priznanje dodijeljeno
od Cileanske vlade. Njezina profesionalna

Country: Chile
Category: Arts & Culture

ENG Patricia Stambuk Mayorga was
born in Magallanes, Chile. She is a jour-
nalist, a graduate of the University of
Chile, the author of ten books of con-
temporary memoirs, and the recipient
of the National Journalism Prize, the
highest professional distinction award-
ed by the Chilean government. Her pro-
fessional career has unfolded in Punta

PATRICIA STAMBUK MAYORGA i N |

Journalist writer, academic. Vice-Rector, Chilean Academy of Language, Cor-
responding Member, Royal Spanish Academy), President,
Higher Council, University of Magallanes

Arenas, Santiago, and Valparaiso, both in
the media and in academia, where she
trained several generations of journalists.
Her works of literary journalism have been
translated into several languages and
have received prestigious awards. She is
a full member of the Chilean Academy of
Language and a corresponding member
of the Royal Spanish Academy (RAE). She

chairs the Governing Board of the Univer-
sity of Magallanes and belongs to the Cro-
atian Cultural Association of the Valparaiso
Region and the International Women'’s Fo-
rum. She honors the memory of her Croa-
tian father through her active contribution
to cultural integration between Chile and
Croatia.

Novinarka, spisateljica, akademik. Prorektor Cileanske akademije za jezik,
dopisni ¢lan Rraljevske Spanjolske akademije, predsjednica Viseg vijeca Sveucdilista Magallanes

karijera odvila se u Punta Arenasu, Santi-
agu i Valparaizu, kako u medijima (radio,
TV i novine) tako i u akademskoj zajedni-
ci, gdje je obrazovala nekoliko generacija
novinara. Njezina djela iz knjizevhog novi-
narstva prevedena su na nekoliko jezika i
dobila su prestizne nagrade. Punopravna

je ¢lanica Cileanske Akademije za Jezik
i dopisna ¢lanica Kraljevske Spanjolske
Akademije (RAE). Predsjedava Upravnim
Odborom Univerze Magaljanesa i ¢lanica
je, izmedu ostalih institucija, Hrvatskog
Kulturnog Drustva (Hrvatski Dom) regije
Valparaiza, gdje trenutno Zivi, i Medun-

arodnog Zenskog Foruma. Svojim ak-
tivnim doprinosom kulturnoj integraciji
izmedu Cilea i Hrvatske, odaje pocast
svom ocu, koji je rodeni Hrvat.

Pais: Chile
Categoria: Arte y Cultura

ESP Patricia Stambuk Mayorga nacié en
Magallanes, Chile. Es periodista de la Uni-
versidad de Chile, escritora de 10 libros
de memorias contemporaneas y Premio
Nacional de Periodismo, la mas alta dis-
tinciéon profesional que otorga el Estado
de su pais. Su carrera profesional se ha

Periodista, escritora, académica. Vicedirectora de la Academia Chilena de la
Lengua, Miembro correspondiente de la Real Academia Espariola, Presidenta del
Consejo Superior de la Universidad de Magallanes

desarrollado en Punta Arenas, Santiago
y Valparaiso, tanto en medios de comu-
nicacién como en el ambito académico,
donde formd a varias generaciones de
periodistas. Sus obras de periodismo lit-
erario han sido traducidas a varios idio-
mas y han recibido importantes premios.

Es miembro de numero de la Academia
Chilena de la Lengua y correspondiente
de la Real Academia Espanola (RAE). Pre-
side el Consejo Superior de la Universidad
de Magallanes y pertenece, entre otras in-
stituciones, al Hrvatski Dom de la region
de Valparaiso, donde vive actualmente, y

Croatian

40
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al International Women’s Forum. Honra la
memoria de su padre croata con un acti-
vo aporte a la integracion cultural entre
Chile y Croacia.
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Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Poduzetnistvo

HR Mirela Spanjol je profesorica ger-
manistike i fonetike, poslovna trenerica
i konzultantica za komunikacije, koja je
svoj profesionalni put posvetila podizan-
ju kulture komunikacije i poticanju kon-
struktivnog dijaloga. Kao osnivacica i di-
rektorica Ciceron komunikacije, vodece

ViR SPANJOL — R

Country: Croatia
Category: Entrepreneurship

ENG Mirela Spanjol is a professor of Ger-
man Studies and Phonetics, business
coach, and communications consultant
whose career has been dedicated to el-
evating the culture of communication
and fostering constructive dialogue. As
founder and director of Ciceron komu-
nikacije, a leading Croatian firm special-
izing in rhetoric, public speaking, and

‘ CEO Ciceron Komunikacije d.o.o.

leadership, she has spent more than 20
years educating professionals and shap-
ing communication excellence in busi-
ness and public life. A pioneer in political
speech analysis during the 1990s, Mirela
has been a frequent media commentator
and a respected voice in advancing public
discourse in Croatia. Her book, The Power
of Persuasion (2011), became a national

bestseller with over 10,000 copies sold
and is considered the first Croatian hand-
book on influence and public speaking.
For her outstanding professional achieve-
ments and societal impact, she received
the Croatian Public Relations Association
Award in 2017, recognizing her lasting
contribution to communication and pub-
lic relations.

Izvrsna direktorica, Ciceron Romunikacije d.o.o.

hrvatske tvrtke specijalizirane za retoriku,
javni nastup i vodstvo, vise od 20 godina
educira stru¢njake te oblikuje izvrsnost
u poslovnoj i javnoj komunikaciji. Kao pi-
onhirka analize politickog govora tijekom
1990-ih, Mirela je ¢esta komentatorica u
medijima i prepoznat autoritet u razvo-

ju javnog diskursa u Hrvatskoj. Njezina
knjiga ,Mo¢ uvjeravanja“ (2011.) postala
je nacionalni bestseler s vise od 10.000
prodanih primjeraka te je prvi domadi
prirué¢nik koji se bavi temom utjecaja i
javnog nastupa. Za svoj izniman profesio-
nalni doprinos i utjecaj na drustvo primila

je nagradu Hrvatske udruge za odnose s
javnos$éu (HUO3J) 2017. godine, priznanje
koje potvrduje njezin trajan doprinos raz-
voju komunikacije i odnosa s javnoscu.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Emprendimiento

<

ESP Mirela Spanjol es profesora de ger-
manistica y fonética, entrenadora em-
presarial y consultora en comunicacion,
dedicada a elevar la cultura comunicativa
y fomentar el didlogo constructivo. Como
fundadora y directora de Ciceron komu-
nikacije, una de las principales empresas
croatas especializadas en retdrica, orato-

Directora ejecutiva, Ciceron Komunikacije d.o.o.

ria y liderazgo, lleva mas de 20 anos for-
mando a profesionales y promoviendo la
excelencia en la comunicacién empresar-
ial y publica. Pionera en el analisis del dis-
curso politico durante la década de 1990,
Mirela es una comentarista habitual en
los medios y una reconocida autoridad en
el desarrollo del discurso publico en Croa-

cia. Su libro “El poder de la persuasion”
(2011) se convirtié en un éxito de ventas
nacional con mas de 10.000 ejemplares
vendidos, siendo el primer manual croa-
ta dedicado a la influencia y la oratoria.
Por su destacada contribucién profesion-
al y su impacto social, recibié en 2017 el
premio de la Asociacién Croata de Rela-

Croatian

ciones Publicas (HUOJ), reconocimiento a
su importante papel en el desarrollo de
la comunicacién y las relaciones publicas.
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E Drzava: Sjedinjene Americke Drzave
=— Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

HR Jozefina Tomljenovi¢ obnasa duzZnost
voditeljice sestrinskih operacija u bolnici
Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest Hospital, gdje
svakodnevno blista svojim vodstvom,
predanoscu i suosjec¢anjem. Igra klju¢nu
ulogu u osiguravanju nesmetanog rada
bolni¢kih odjela, koordiniranju osoblja,
rasporedivanju pacijenata i reagiran-
ju u hitnim situacijama s mirno¢om i

JOZEFINA TOMLJENOVIC f B

E Country: United States of America

=— Category: Leadership & Innovation

ENG Jozefina Tomljenovic, RN BSN
serves as the Nursing Operations Man-
ager at Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest Hos-
pital, where her leadership, dedication,
and compassion shine every day. She
plays a vital role in ensuring smooth in-
patient operations, coordinating staff-
ing, patient placement, and respond-
ing to emergent situations with calm
expertise. Known for her kindness and

professionalism, Jozefina goes above and
beyond to support patients, families, and
her colleagues. Fluent in Croatian, she
provides comfort and understanding to
Croatian-speaking patients, helping them
feel at home during their hospital stay.
Beyond her professional achievements,
Jozefina’s heart lies within her commu-
nity. A lifelong member of the Cleveland
Junior Tamburitzans Croatian Pride, she

Nursing Operations Manager, Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest, Ohio

has proudly served as both board mem-
ber and President and now celebrates her
daughter continuing the tradition. She
also dedicates her time to Saint Paul’s
Croatian Church, the Croatian Women'’s
Club Kardinal Stepinac, and ACAP. Jozefi-
na’s dedication, warmth, and community
spirit truly make her an inspiration to all.

loditeljica operacija u sestrinstvu, Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest. Ohio

stru¢nos$¢u. Poznata po svojoj ljubazno-
sti i profesionalnosti, Jozefina uvijek ide
korak dalje kako bi pruzila podrsku paci-
jentima, njihovim obiteljima i kolegama.
Te¢no govori hrvatski jezik te pruza utje-
hu i razumijevanje hrvatskim pacijentima,
pomazudéi im da se osjecaju kao kod kuce
tijekom boravka u bolnici. Osim svojih
profesionalnih postignuca, Jozefinino srce

pripada zajednici. Dugogodi$nja je ¢lani-
ca Cleveland Junior Tamburitzans - Cro-
atian Pride ansambla, u kojem je s pono-
som sluzila kao ¢lanica upravnog odbora i
predsjednica. Danas s rados¢u gleda kako
njezina kéi nastavlja tu obiteljsku tradici-
ju. Jozefina takoder nesebi¢no daruje
svoje vrijeme brojnim humanitarnim i
zajednickim aktivnostima kroz hrvatsku

zupu Svetog Pavla u Clevelandu, Hrvats-
ki Zzenski klub Kardinal Stepinac te Udru-
gu americ¢ko-hrvatskih profesionalaca
(ACAP). Njezina predanost, toplina i duh
zajednistva istinska su inspiracija svima
oko nje.

E Pais: Estados Unidos
=— Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacion

ESP Jozefina Tomljenovi¢ desempenfa
el cargo de Gerente de Operaciones de
Enfermeria en el Cleveland Clinic Hill-
crest Hospital, donde brilla cada dia por
su liderazgo, dedicacién y compasion.
Desempena un papel fundamental en
garantizar el buen funcionamiento de
las unidades hospitalarias, coordinando
al personal, asighando a los pacientes y

Gerente de Operaciones de Fnfermeria, Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest, Ohio

respondiendo con calma y profesionalis-
mo en situaciones de emergencia. Cono-
cida por su amabilidad y profesionalismo,
Jozefina siempre va mas alla para brindar
apoyo a los pacientes, a sus familias y a
sus colegas. Habla con fluidez el idioma
croata y ofrece consuelo y comprension
a los pacientes croatohablantes, ayudan-
dolos a sentirse como en casa durante su

estancia en el hospital. Ademas de sus lo-
gros profesionales, el corazén de Jozefina
pertenece a su comunidad. Es miembro
de toda la vida del conjunto Cleveland Ju-
nior Tamburitzans - Croatian Pride, donde
ha servido con orgullo como miembro de
la junta directiva y presidenta. Hoy disfru-
ta al ver como su hija continta con esa
tradicion familiar. Jozefina también ded-

ica generosamente su tiempo a humero-
sas actividades benéficas y comunitarias
a través de la Iglesia Croata de San Pablo
en Cleveland, el Club de Mujeres Croa-
tas Cardenal Stepinac y la Asociacién de
Profesionales Croatas Estadounidenses
(ACAP). Su dedicacion, calidez y espiritu
comunitario son una verdadera inspir-
acioén para todos los que la rodean.



Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Vodstvo i inovacije

<

HR Tanja Troselj Miocevi¢ doktorica je po-
vijesnih znanosti, istrazivacica suvremene
politicke povijesti i hrvatskog iseljenist-
va. Rodena je u Zagrebu, gdje je zavrsila
Ekonomski fakultet. Tanja je jedno vrijeme
vodila vlastitu tvrtku, a u nastavku karijere
stekla je bogato iskustvo u poslovhom
upravljanju, razvoju projekata i medun-

TANJA TROSELJ MIOCEVIC B R

FExpert Advisor, Science and Higher Education, Institute

Country: Croatia

Category: Leadership & Innovation

ENG Tanja TroSelj Miocevi¢ holds a PhD
in historical sciences and is a research-
er of contemporary political history and
the Croatian diaspora. Born and educat-
ed in Zagreb, starting out as an entrepre-
neur, Tanja gained extensive experience
in business management, project devel-
opment, and international cooperation.
Driven by social change and a desire for
a deeper understanding of Croatian na-

Diaspora Research

tional history, she turned to academic re-
search in the mid-2010s. Her primary field
of interest is the Croatian diaspora, with
a focus on political emigration and its
role in the creation of the Croatian state.
She defended her doctoral dissertation in
2023 at the University of Zagreb’s Facul-
ty of Croatian Studies. She has authored
numerous professional and scholarly pa-
pers and has participated in conferences

Jor Migration Research; Secretary, Center for Croatian

and discussions on demographic trends,
identity, and the historical processes of
the Croatian diaspora. As Secretary of the
Center for Croatian Diaspora Research,
she actively participated in organizing
international conferences and initiatives
aimed at strengthening connections be-
tween the homeland and the diaspora.

Strudna savjetnica u sustavu znanosti i visokom obrazovanju, Institut za
istrazivanje migracija; Tajnica, Centar za istrazivanje hrvatskog iseljenistva

arodnoj suradnji. Potaknuta drustvenim
promjenama i zeljom za dubljim razumi-
jevanjem hrvatske nacionalne povijesti,
sredinom 2010. godine usmjerava se pre-
ma znanstvenom radu. U fokusu njezina
interesa nalazi se hrvatsko iseljenistvo, s
posebnim naglaskom na politicku em-
igraciju i njezinu ulogu u stvaranju hr-

vatske drzavnosti. Doktorsku disertaciju
obranila je 2023. godine na Hrvatskim
studijima SveuciliSta u Zagrebu. Autorica
je brojnih stru¢nih i znanstvenih radova te
sudionica konferencija i javnih rasprava o
demografskim kretanjima, identitetu i po-
vijesnim procesima hrvatskog iseljenistva.
Kao tajnica Centra za istrazivanje hrvatsk-

og iseljenistva, aktivno je sudjelovala u or-
ganizaciji medunarodnih skupova i inici-
jativa usmjerenih k povezivanju domovine
i dijaspore. U svom radu nastoji spojiti
poduzetni¢ku energiju, istrazivacku pre-
ciznost i drustvenu odgovornost, s jasnim
ciljem doprinosu razumijevanju hrvatske
proslosti i izgradnji odrzive buduénosti.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Liderazgo e innovacidon

ESP Tanja TroSelj Miocevi¢ es doctora en
Ciencias Histdricas e investigadora de la
historia politica contemporanea y de la
emigraciéon croata. Nacida y educada en
Zagreb, Tanja fue una emprendedora que
gand una amplia experiencia en gestion
empresarial, desarrollo de proyectos y co-
operaciéon internacional. Impulsada por

Asesora experta en el sistema cientifico y de educacion superior, Instituto de Investigacion
sobre Migracion; Secretaria del Centro de Investigacion de la Emigracion Croata

los cambios sociales y el deseo de com-
prender mas profundamente la historia
nacional croata, a mediados de la década
de 2010 orientd su carrera hacia la inves-
tigacion cientifica. Su principal campo de
interés es la emigracion croata, con espe-
cial atencién a la emigracion politica y su
papel en la creaciéon del Estado croata.

Defendié su tesis doctoral en 2023 en la
Facultad de Estudios Croatas de la Uni-
versidad de Zagreb. Es autora de numero-
sos trabajos profesionales y académicos, y
ha participado en conferencias y debates
publicos sobre tendencias demografi-
cas, identidad y procesos histéricos de la
emigracion croata. Como secretaria del

Centro de Investigacion de la Emigraciéon
Croata, participé activamente en la orga-
nizacion de congresos internacionales e
iniciativas destinadas a fortalecer los vin-
culos entre la patria y la diaspora.



E Drzava: Sjedinjene Americke Drzave
=— Kategorija: Znanost i tehnologija

HR Nicole Vidovich je izvrsna direktor-
ica za marketing, strateginja brenda i
pripovjedacica strastvena u povezivan-
ju globalne publike s inovacijama koje
poti¢u pozitivhe promjene. U udruzi
Consumer Technology  Association
(CTA)® — proizvodacu CES®, najmocni-

“NicoLE vibovieH Il

E Country: United States of America

— Category: Science & Technology

ENG Nicole Vidovich is a marketing ex-
ecutive, brand strategist, and storytell-
er passionate about connecting global
audiences with innovations that drive
positive change. At the Consumer Tech-
nology Association (CTA)® — producer of
CES®, the world’'s most powerful tech
event — she leads the CES brand cam-
paign, shaping strategy and storytell-
ing to position CES as the global stage

where innovation drives opportunity and
impact. She oversees CES’s flagship con-
tent platforms, including the CES Tech
Talk podcast, ranked in the top 10% of
U.S. podcasts, and the C Space Studio, fea-
turing live interviews with global brands
such as Warner Bros. Discovery, TikTok,
and Google. Nicole also leads video pro-
duction, capturing engaging content for
millions of viewers worldwide. Her work

Senior Director, Creative & Brand Marketing,
Consumer Technology Association (CTA)% producer of CES®

bridges technology and culture through
strategic partnerships with organiza-
tions including the United Nations, World
Bank Group, Shark Tank, and SAG-AFTRA.
Guided by creativity, collaboration, and
purpose, she amplifies stories that inspire
innovation and shape a better future.

Visa direktorica za kreativni i brend marketing,
Consumer Technology Association (C1A)% organizator CES®

jeg tehnoloskog dogadaja na svijetu —
vodi kampanju brenda CES-a, oblikujuci
strategiju i narativ kako bi pozicionirala
CES kao globalnu pozornicu na kojoj in-
ovacije stvaraju prilike i donose utjecaj.
Nadgleda kljuéne sadrzajne platforme
CES-a, ukljucujuci CES Tech Talk podcast,

koji se nalazi medu 10% najuspjesnijih u
SAD-u, te C Space Studio, s intervjuima
uzivo s globalnim brendovima poput War-
ner Bros. Discoveryja, TikToka i Googlea.
Nicole takoder vodi video produkciju,
stvarajuci privlacan sadrzaj za milijune
gledatelja diljem svijeta. Njezin rad pov-

ezuje tehnologiju i kulturu kroz strates-
ka partnerstva s organizacijama poput
Ujedinjenih naroda, Svjetske banke, Shark
Tanka i SAG-AFTRA. Vodena kreativnos$éu,
suradnjom i svrhom, pojacava pri¢e koje
nadahnjuju inovacije i oblikuju bolju
buducnost.

&= Pais: Estados Unidos
=— Categoria: Ciencia y tecnologia

ESP Nicole Vidovich es una ejecuti-
va de marketing, estratega de marca y
narradora apasionada por conectar au-
diencias globales con innovaciones que
generan cambio positivo. En la Consum-
er Technology Association (CTA)® —pro-
ductora de CES®, el evento tecnoldgico
mas poderoso del mundo— Nicole lidera

Directora Senior de Marketing Creativo y de Marca,
Consumer Technology Association (CTA)® productora de CES®

las campanas de marca de CES, definien-
do la estrategia y la narrativa para posicio-
nar a CES como el escenario global donde
la innovacién genera oportunidades e im-
pacto. Supervisa las principales platafor-
mas de contenido de CES, incluido el pod-
cast CES Tech Talk, clasificado entre el 10
% superior de los pddcasts en EE. UU,, y

C Space Studio, que presenta entrevistas
en vivo con marcas globales como Warner
Bros. Discovery, TikTok y Google. Nicole
también dirige la produccién de video,
capturando contenido atractivo para mil-
lones de espectadores en todo el mundo.
Su trabajo une la tecnologia y la cultura
mediante alianzas estratégicas con orga-

nizaciones como las Naciones Unidas, el
Banco Mundial, Shark Tank y SAG-AFTRA.
Guiada por la creatividad, la colaboracion
y el propdsito, amplifica historias que in-
spiran la innovacién y dan forma a un fu-
turo mejor.



Drzava: Republika Hrvatska
Kategorija: Kultura i umjetnost

HR Nikolina Vuckovi¢ djeluje na podruc-
ju kulture, umjetnosti, inovacija, ekolosk-
og aktivizma i popularizacije znanosti. U
svom radu kombinira kreativnost, teh-
nologiju i odrziv na¢in razmisljanja, vje-
ruju¢i da umjetnost moze biti pokretac
pozitivhih promjena u drustvu. Sudjelova-

__NIKOLINAVUCKOVIC i

Country: Croatia
Category: Arts & Culture

ENG Nikolina Vuckovi¢ works in the fields
of culture, arts, innovation, environmen-
tal activism, and science popularization.
In her practice, she combines creativity,
technology, and a sustainable mindset,
believing that art can serve as a cata-
lyst for positive social change. She has
participated in humerous international
film industry projects, including collab-
orations with HBO (Game of Thrones),

Creative Producer & Innovator, Luminosa d.o.o.

Disney & Marvel (Moon Knight), and Para-
mount Pictures (Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan),
collectively awarded 64 Emmy Awards.
She has also contributed to campaigns for
Rolls Royce, Ferrari, Hoka, and other glob-
al brands that promote Croatia as a place
of creativity and collaboration. Nikolina is
professionally engaged in technological
innovation, with her project Wingo heat-
ed table receiving several international

recognitions, including an award from the
MIT Enterprise Forum CEE. She is particu-
larly dedicated to volunteer projects such
as “Ne daj se Cetino,” focused on protect-
ing the Cetina River, as well as the Science
Festival she organizes in her hometown of
Sinj. She believes that those who respect
and protect nature can reach the highest
forms of creative expression.

Rreativna producentica i inovatorica, Luminosa d.o.o.

la je u brojnim medunarodnim projekti-
ma u filmskoj industriji, medu kojima su
HBO (Game of Thrones), Disney & Marvel
(Moon Knight) i Paramount Pictures (Tom
Clancy’s Jack Ryan), nagradeni s ukupno
64 nagrade Emmy. Radila je i na kampan-
jama za Rolls Royce, Ferrari, Hoku i druge

globalne brendove koji promic¢u Hrvatsku
kao prostor kreativnosti i suradnje. Niko-
lina se profesionalno bavi i tehnoloskim
inovacijama. Posebno se istice njezin
projekt Wingo grijani stol, koji je osvojio
viSe medunarodnih nagrada, ukljucu-
juci priznanje MIT Enterprise Forum CEE.

Posebno su joj dragi volonterski projekti
“Ne daj se Cetino”, posvec¢en ocuvanju ri-
jeke Cetine, kao i Festival znanosti kojeg
organizira u rodnom Sinju. Vjeruje da ¢ov-
jek koji cijeni i ¢uva prirodu moze doseg-
nuti najvisi oblik stvaralastva.

Pais: Republica de Croacia
Categoria: Arte y Cultura

ESP Nikolina Vuckovi¢ trabaja en los am-
bitos de la cultura, el arte, la innovacion,
el activismo ecolégico y la divulgacion
cientifica. En su labor combina la cre-
atividad, la tecnologia y una mentalidad
sostenible, convencida de que el arte
puede ser un motor de cambio positivo
en la sociedad. Ha participado en nu-
merosos proyectos internacionales de la

Productora creativa e innovadora, Luminosa d.o.o

industria cinematografica, entre ellos co-
laboraciones con HBO (Game of Thrones),
Disney & Marvel (Moon Knight) y Para-
mount Pictures (Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan),
galardonados en conjunto con 64 pre-
mios Emmy. También ha contribuido a
campanas para Rolls Royce, Ferrari, Hoka
y otras marcas globales que promueven a
Croacia como un espacio de creatividad

y colaboracién. Nikolina se dedica profe-
sionalmente a la innovacién tecnoldgica,
destacdndose especialmente su proyecto
Wingo, una mesa calefactable que ha re-
cibido varios reconocimientos internacio-
nales, incluido un premio del MIT Enter-
prise Forum CEE. Tiene un carino especial
por los proyectos voluntarios como “Ne
daj se Cetino”, dedicado a la proteccion

del rio Cetina, asi como por el Festival de
la Ciencia que organiza en su ciudad na-
tal, Sinj. Cree que quienes respetan y pro-
tegen la naturaleza pueden alcanzar la
forma mas alta de expresion creativa.



Drizava: Svicarska
Kategorija: Znanost i tehnologija

HR Yanya Viskovich je strateginja za
kiberneti¢ku sigurnost i stru¢njakinja
za etiku umjetne inteligencije te ljud-
sko ponasanje u digitalnim sustavima.
Bivsa tuziteljica za kiberneticki krimi-
nal i savjetnica Ujedinjenih naroda za

“Yanva viskovich R

Country: Switzerland

Category: Science & Technology

ENG Yanya Viskovich is a cybersecu-
rity strategist and expert in Al eth-
ics and human behaviour in digital
systems. A former cybercrime pros-
ecutor and UN crisis advisor, she
now advises boards and executive

teams on cyber crisis preparedness,

Strategic Advisor & Lawyer — Cybersecurity Crisis &
Al Governance, Keynote Speaker & Author

risk governance, and the ethical de-
sign of emerging technologies. She
is a published author and frequent
speaker at global cybersecurity and
Al forums. Her work bridges law,
technology, and ethics — grounded in

the belief that a safer, more equitable

digital future is not only possible but
imperative. With Croatian roots and a
global career, Yanya is committed to
fostering meaningful dialogue across
disciplines, sectors, and cultures.

Strateska savjetnica i odvjetnica za krizu kiberneticke sigurnosti i
upravljanje umjetnom inteligencijom, govornica i autorica

krizne situacije, danas savjetuje uprave
i izvrSne timove o pripremljenosti na
kiberneti¢ke krize, upravljanju rizicima i
etickom oblikovanju novih tehnologija.
Objavljena je autorica i ¢esta govorni-
ca na globalnim forumima o kibernet-

ickoj sigurnosti i umjetnoj inteligenciji.
Njezin rad povezuje pravo, tehnologiju i
etiku - temeljen na uvjerenju da je sig-
urnija i pravednija digitalna buducnost
ne samo mogudca, nego i nuzna. S hr-
vatskim korijenima i globalnom kari-

jerom, Yanya je posvecena poticanju

smislenog dijaloga izmedu razlicitih

disciplina, sektora i kultura.

Pais: Suiza
Categoria: Ciencia y tecnologia

ESP
en ciberseguridad y experta en éti-

Yanya Viskovich es estratega

ca de la inteligencia artificial y en
el comportamiento humano en los
Exfiscal

sistemas digitales. espe-

cializada en delitos cibernéticos y

Asesora estratégica y abogada especializada en crisis de ciberseguridad y
gobernanza de la IA, oradora principal y autora

asesora de crisis de las Naciones Uni-
das, actualmente asesora a juntas
directivas y equipos ejecutivos en la
preparacién ante crisis cibernéticas,
la gestidon de riesgos y el diseno ético
de las tecnologias emergentes. Es au-

tora publicada y oradora frecuente en
foros internacionales sobre ciberse-
guridad e inteligencia artificial. Su
trabajo une el derecho, la tecnologia
y la ética, basado en la conviccién
de que un futuro digital mas seguro

y equitativo no solo es posible, sino
imprescindible. Con raices croatas y
una carrera global, Yanya estd com-
prometida con fomentar un didlogo
significativo entre disciplinas, secto-

res y culturas.



Drzava: Ujedinjeni Arapski Emirati
Kategorija: Poduzetni$tvo

HR Kristina Zani¢ je nagradivana dizaj-
nerica interijera s gotovo cetiri desetljeca
iskustva i projektima koji obuhvacdaju
viSe od 20 zemalja. Njezin istoimeni stu-
dio, sada globalna praksa s 200 ¢lanova
i uredima u Dubaiju, Londonu, Rijadu,

“RrisTINA ZANIC

Country: United Arab Emirates

Category: Entrepreneurship

ENG Kristina Zani¢ is an award-winning
interior desigher with nearly four de-
cades of experience and projects span-
ning more than 20 countries. Her epony-
mous studio, now a 200-member global
practice with offices in Dubai, London,
Riyadh, Bangkok, and the Philippines,
is renowned for creating bespoke inte-

‘ CEO Rristina Zanic Consultants

riors for hospitality, residential, wellness,
and dining spaces. The firm is consistently
ranked as a leading design consultancy
and recognized as an International Giant
of Design by Interior Design magazine.
Croatian-Australian by heritage, Kristina
draws inspiration from her travels to near-
ly 80 countries, infusing her work with cul-

tural richness and a deep sense of place.
A respected industry voice, she frequently
speaks and judges at international design
forums and champions mentorship, de-
sigh education, and women’s empower-
ment across the creative industry.

Glavna izvrsna direktorica, Rristina Zanic Consultants

Bangkoku i Filipinima, poznat je po izradi
interijera po mjeri za ugostiteljske, stam-
bene, wellness i blagovaonske prostore.
Tvrtka je dosljedno rangirana kao vodeca
konzultantska tvrtka za dizajn i prepoz-
nata kao medunarodni div dizajna od

strane casopisa Interior Design. Kristina,
hrvatsko-australskog podrijetla, inspiraci-
ju crpi iz putovanja u gotovo 80 zemalja,
unosec¢i u svoj rad kulturno bogatstvo i
dubok osjecaj mjesta. Kao cijenjeni glas
industrije, ¢esto govori i sudi ha medun-

arodnim dizajnerskim forumima te se
zalaze za mentorstvo, edukaciju o dizajnu
i osnazivanje Zzena u kreativnoj industriji.

Pais: Emiratos Arabes Unidos
Categoria: Emprendimiento

ESP Kristina Zanic es una galardonada
disenadora de interiores con casi cuatro
décadas de experiencia y proyectos en
mas de 20 paises. Su estudio homoénimo,
ahora una firma global con 200 profesio-
nales y oficinas en Dubai, Londres, Riad,

Directora Ejecutiva, Rristina Zanic Consultants

Bangkok y Filipinas, es reconocida por
crear interiores a medida para espacios
de hosteleria, residenciales, de bienestar
y gastrondmicos. La firma se posiciona
constantemente como una consultora
de diseno lider y es reconocida como un

Gigante Internacional del Diseno por la
revista Interior Design. De ascendencia
croata-australiana, Kristina se inspira en
sus viajes a casi 80 paises, impregnando
su trabajo de riqueza cultural y un pro-
fundo sentido de pertenencia. Reconoci-

da voz en la industria, participa frecuen-
temente como ponente y jurado en foros
internacionales de disefio y promueve
la mentoria, la educacion en diseno y el
empoderamiento de la mujer en el sector
creativo.



Croatian MMomen of Influence Award
and Future Leader Award Winners

2016

President Kolinda Grabar Kitarovic¢
Honorary Award/Po&asna Nagra-

(o[o]

Brenda Brkusic
Ljubica Cimera
Viatka Hlupic¢
Diana Juricevic
Bernadette Luketich
Karen Oremus
Maria Ramas
dr. sc. Ana Suncana Smith
Antonija Spaji¢
dr. sc. Dunja Samec
Dr. Katarina Skolnik- Aleksa
Tena Stivicié
prof. dr. sc. Iva Toli¢
Antonija Trupinic¢
Natalie Beg
Matea Kovac
Emma Mogus
Julia Mogus
Nina Skocak

2017

dr. med. dent. Neda Caktas
Branka Cubelic
Ivona Culic
Marijana Dokoza
dr. sc. Ivanka Dvorzak Schrun
prof. dr. sc. Tamara Gazzic-Aleric
Petra Gregorats
Mara Letica-Sarac
dr. Maja Lucak-Stir
Ana Matic
Andrea Novak Neumann
Delia Kosi¢ Papic
Nika Penic¢
dr. sc. Anita Salié
s. Andelina Sokic¢
dr. Nelia Srsen
dr. Silva Susnjar
dr. Suzana Tkalci¢, DVM, PhD
doc. dr. sc. Ksenija Urcic¢
Blanka Viasi¢
dr. sc. Despina Zdravcev
Gordana Grgat/Prijatelj Hrvatske
Marijela Juri¢
Kaja Pavlini¢
Anita Vidic

2018

Ksenija Abramovic
Zrinka Bacic¢
Carolina Boroevic
mr. sc. Vesna Bosanac, dr. med.
Antonella D’Antuono
Suzana Flanz
Gloria Jursic¢
dr. Zorka Kinda-Berlackovic
Sara Kolak
Burdica Orepic
Marina Matiranec
dr. Josipa Petrunic
Ira Peric¢
dr. sc. Marija Selak, doc.
dr. med. Nikolina Seser
dr. sc. Andelka Sopic¢ Sondi
dr. sc. Lidija Srnec
Kathryn Tesija
Natasa Tramisak
doc. dr. sc. Ana Jurinjak Tusek
Tea Zakuta
Ivana Bujak
Maja Grgic¢
Tatjana Mustac

2019

Danijela Balici¢
Damjana Domanovac
Sanja Drakuli¢
prof. dr. sc. Natasa Drevenkar
Jasenka Gajdos Kljusuric, PhD,
MBA
Viktorija Knezevic
Anica Kovac, Ph.D, Meng. AE.
Biljana Lovrinovic¢
prim. Ph.D. sci. Lijla Marton, MD
Katia Petrinjak
Nadica Prisanc Matulich
Nada Sirk
dr. med. Bjanka Sovic
dr. sc. Jadranka Siljevié-Spehar
prim. dr. med. BoZidarka Martina
Sola Roksandi¢
dr. sc. Spomenka Tomek-Rok-
sandi¢, MD
Jelena Lara Marinkovic

g : Croatian Women of Influence- Awards | 2026




2025

Dalia Ali¢
Marianna Balatinac
Matea Brizi¢
Katarina Celikovi¢
Ivana Dobroti¢
Olja Druzi¢ Ljubotina
Sara Dawn Dyson
Cathy Gorn
Julija Kaleb
Ivana Kalogjera
Dijana Katica
Lidija Kovarik
Dajana Kuci¢ Grgic¢
Ana Maria Kuljevan

Jadranka Luketa Markovicé

Karmen Meic¢
Jelena Nadini¢
Ivana Nosicé
Antonija Petricusic¢

Marijana Radovic¢ Kletecki

Neda Rosandi¢ Sari¢

Francesca Sammartino
Andrea Patricia Sepulveda Rosso

2024

Dubravka Datkovicé
Marija Kustro
Rafaella Arapovic¢
Ana Bacic¢
Ana Barjasic¢
Morana Brkljaci¢
Sanda Erdelez
Petra Heisinger
Mateja-Andelina Kramar
Vesna Kittelson Krezic
Judith Krizmanié Zivié
Frances Krtuli¢ Separovié
Vedrana Likan
Catalina Lonac
Lluvitza Lopéz Golac
Mirjana Milicevi¢
Branka Pavi¢ Blazetin
Marijana Petir
Drina Rendic¢
Ana Maria Sonji¢
Katherine Sredle
Andrea Stanic¢
Mira Temunovic¢
Katherine Vlasica
Blanka Zakula
Tamara Zivkovié lvanovié

2025

Jana Koscak
Vjekoslava Bagaric¢
Jovana Cutul
Kristina Ercegovic
Jasna Horvat
Vesna Jaksi¢ Lowe
Stela Jokic¢
Tamara Jurkovicé
Nevenka Komarica
Marina Leki¢ Peran
Barbara Matic¢
Lidija Ortloff
Adriana Smaji¢
Natasa Tramisak
Zlata Vasiljevic
Zeljana Zovko
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LEGACY IN
MOTION

Nasljede u pokretu
Legado en movimiento

Croatian Women's Network™/
Mreza Hrvatskih Zena/
La Red de Mujeres Croatas
and Hrvatska Matica Iseljenika
invite you to an afternoon of arts and culture

Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 14:00 h

Hrvatska Matica Iseljenika, 3rd floor
Trg Stjepana Radica 3, Zagreb

@CWNLeaders // H{CWN2026 // H{CWNI10
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Arts and Culture Panel
Panel: Umjetnost i Kultura | Arte y Cultura

Moderator: Adriana Smaji¢, CWol 2025, ARG
Panelists: Silvina Biott, CWol 2026, ARG
Branka Malinar, CWol 2026, USA
Marina Peri¢, CWol 2026, USA
Patricia Stambuk Mayorga, CWol 2026, Chile

Predstavljanje knjige | Lanzamiento del libro

dr. sc. Jelena Nadini¢, CWol 2023, ARG
Diana Arias, book coordinator, ARG

“Guardianas de la trama”.
25 historias de la herencia croata en
la voz de mujeres latinoamericanas

Custodians of Connection.
25 Stories of Croatian Heritage
Told by Latin American Women

,Cuvarice veza. 25 pri¢a o hrvatskoj bastini
ispric¢anih glasom latinoameric¢kih Zzena”

Book launch e
Predstavljanje knjige | Lanzamiento del libro™—

Jovana Cutul, CWol 2025, RH

Zene Koje Pokrecu
Women as Changemakers
Las mujeres como agentes de cambio



Let’s stay social

CWNLeaders CWNLeaders

croatianwomensnetwork - Croatian Women’s Network™/
o "SI - sl MreZza Hrvatskih' Zena




CONGRATULATIONS!
CESTITKE!
FELICICADES!



MINISTARSTVO DEMOGRAFIJE I USELJENISTVA
MINISTAR

Postovana organizatorice, cjenjena gospodo Spivak,
postovane dobitnice nagrade Utjecajne hrvatske Zene i buduce liderice za 2026..

Ministarstvo demografije i useljenistva s posebnim zadovoljstvom je prihvatilo
pokrovitelistvo medunarodne konferencije Napredak Zena. Napredak ekonomije.
Ostvari potencijal!

Ovo Ministarstvo bavi se osobito znagajnim temama, podupire demografiju i
useljeniétvo, dva snaZna zamasnjaka hrvatske buduénosti, osobito u vriieme velikih
globalnih promjena.

Znataj Zene, Zene kao majke, sestre, prijateljice, suradnice, znanstvenice, umjetnice,
radnice nemjerljiv je, a njena uloga i znacaj je jo§ mnogo toga.

S posebnim postovanjem isticem zalaganje Zena u oCuvanju hrvatskog ognjista,
osobito u dalekom svijetu, u hrvatskim zajednicama gdje su svojim trudom,
sposabnostima i postignuéima uéinile hrvatske zajednice ponosima i jacale vezu s
maticom Hrvatskom.

Krilatica ovog Ministarstva je Snaga Domovine — Domovina okuplja i uva svoje
vrijednosti, stoga me vaé dolazak u Domovinu iznimno raduje, a neka vas cilj bude i
ostanak!

U ovoj sveéanoj prigodi, destitam kako organizatorici tako i svim dobitnicama, ponosni
smo na vada postignuéa, a ono &to je osabito vrijedno istaknuti jest - buduce generacije
Hrvatica ¢e hodati putevima koji ée biti barem malo laksi i jasniji, zahvaljuju¢i vama.

Uz najbolje Zelje, u svoje osobno ime i u ime Ministarstva demografije i useljenistva,
srdacéno vas pozdravljam.

S postovanjem,




REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA

MINTISTARSTVO ZNANOSTT, OBRAZOVANIA [ MLADIH

KLASA: 130-04/26-03/00025
URBROJ: 533-01-26-0002
Zagreb, 16. veljate 2026

MREZA HRVATSKIH ZENA
n/p gospodi Caroline Spivak, osnivaéici
Info@Croatianwomensnetwork.org

PREDMET: Medunarodna konferencija "Napredak Zena, Napredak ekonomije, Ostvari
potencijal!"
- pokroviteljsivo, daje se

Postovana gospodo Spivak,

nastavno na Vadu zamolbu, ohavjeilavama Vas da Ministarstvo znanosti, obrazovanja i mladih prihvaca
pokroviteljstvo nad medunarodnom konferencijom "Napredak Zena. Napredak ekonomije. Ostvari
potencijal!™.

Medunarodna konferencija u organizaciji Mre#e hrvatskih Zena odrfava sc povodom desete obljetnice
djelovanja organizacije te predstavlja svedanu zavrinicu obiljczavanja njezina desctogodisnjeg rada na
esnagivanju i umrezavanju zena hrvatskog podrijetla diljem svijeta. Ovaj dogadaj istaknui éc sirugnost,
inovativnost i druitveni utjecaj organizacije te dodatno ojadati suradnju izmedu domovine i iseljenistva
kroz razmjenn znanja, iskustava i primjera dobre prakse. Kroz tematske panel rasprave, sirutna izlaganja
i dodjelu priznanja ,Uljecane bhrvatske #ene™ i ,.Budude liderice™, konferencija promite kulluru
izvrsnosti i liderstva, nagladavajuci vaZnost aktivnog doprinosa Zena u gospodarsivu, diplomaciji,
znanosti, kulturi i drugim podrugjima javnog djelovania.

Prihvadanjem pokroviteljstva Ministarstvo znaposti, obrazovanja i mladih ne preuzima finaneijske i
organizacijske obveze vezane uz odrZavanje konferencije.

§ podtovanjem,




oaie

SREDISNJI DRZAVNI URED ZA HRVATE IZVAN REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE
DRZAVNI TAJNIK

Zagreb, 6. veljace 2026.

n/p gdi Caroline Spivak
MreZa Hrvatskih Zena

Pastovani,

zadovoljstvo mi je, u ime Sredisnjeg driavnog ureda za Hrvate izvan Republike Hrvatske i
osobno ime, uz najljepie Zelje povodom Dana Zena, uputiti cestitke ovogodisnjim dobitnicama
te organizatorima jubilarne, 10. dodjele nagrada ,,Utjecajne hrvatske Zene* i, Buduce
liderice" i jo¥ jednog izdanja konferencije ,,Napredak Zena, Napredak ekonomije. Ostvari

potencijal!”

Kontinuite! njihova odriavanja sviedoci o dosljednoj predanosti Mreze Hrvaiskih Zena
umreiavanju Zena hrvaiskog podrijetla te pruza vrijednu priliku za susret i jacanje veza
domovinske i iseljene Hrvatske. Upravo zato, Sredisnji drzavai ured za Hrvate izvan Republike
Hrvatske niti ovoga puta nife propustio dati podriku realizaciji ove hvalevrijedne inicijative,

pruzivii pokroviteljstvo nad navedenim dogadanjima.

U uvjerenju kako nam predstoji jos mnogo prilika za suradnju, ovim putem izrazavam iskrene

zelje za uspjeinom provedbom ovog i svih buducih projekata.

S postovanjem,
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g HRVATSKA MATICA ISELIENIKA

<@ CROATIAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION
’g:’ Trg Stjepana Radica 3, p.p. 241
10000 ZAGRES

HRVATSKA ¢ CROATIA

OIB 28639480902

tel: {+3851) 61 15 116 - fax; (+3851)61 11 522
e-mall: hmi-info@matis, b

wwrw.matis.hr

POZDRAVNO PISMO

Postovane i drage dobitnice nagrada, cijenjeni organizatori,

Hrvatska matica iseljenika od samog podetka podrzava projekt Medunarodne konferencije ,Napredak Zena.
Napredak ekonomije. Ostvari potencijal! Zena kao pokretaé promjena.", koja pridonosi ja¢anju polozaja i
utjecaja Zena u Hrvatskoj i u svijetu. Iznimno smo ponosni §to ove godine obiljezavate desetlje¢e povezivanja i
promicanja hrvatskih Zena diljem svijeta i na tomu vam ¢estitam. Vasa nagrada na poseban nacin predstavlja
izvanredne hrvatske Zene ¢ija kreativnost, vodstvo i inovativnost pokreéu znac¢ajne promjene. To su uzori koji
utjelovljuju otpornost, viziju i utjecaj, kako u hrvatskim zajednicama tako i u svijetu i domovini.

Od srca c¢estitam svim nominiranima a posebice laureatkinjama za 2026. godinu, koje su zasigurno Zene
inspiracije koje ¢e na najbolji na¢in nastaviti zagovarati i priznavati postignuéa Zena diljem svijeta, povezivanja
Zena iz Hrvatske, Bosne i Hercegovine i hrvatskih iseljenickih zajednica.

Zelim vam i dalje puno uspjeha u vasem radu jer vasa postignuéa su dobra primjer i nadahnuée za mlade
narastaje te velika pomo¢ u ostvarivanju njihova potencijala.

Zdeslav Milas, Msc, MA
Ravnatelj/Director
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Croatian Women's Network™
Mreza hrvatskih Zzena

Zagreb, 11. veljaée 2026.

PREDMET: Cestitka povodom 10. obljetnice Croatian WWomen's Network™

Postovane,

u ime Turisticke zajednice grada Zagreba i svoje osobno ime, upuéujem vam
iskrene Cestitke povodom obilieZzavanja 10. obljetnice osnutka Croatian
Women's Network™ / MreZe hrvatskih Zena, kao i organizacije medunarodne
konferencije ,Napredak Zena. Napredak ekonomije. Ostvari potencijall" pod
geslom ,Nasljede u pokretu®.

Desetljece vaseg djelovanja snaZan je pokazatelj kontinuiranog i predanog rada
na osnaZivanju Zena hrvatskoga podrijetia diljem svijeta, 2 medunarodni karakter
vasih aktivnosti, vriledan su doprinos razmjeni znanja, iskustava i primjera dobre
prakse.

Veseli nas §to se upravo Zagreb i ove godine potvrduje kao domacin dogadanja
koja potiéu ukljugivost, ravnopravnost | gospodarski razvoj, Sto dodatno jaca
vidlivost Zagreba kao otvorenog i poticajnog mjesta susreta, dijaloga i
medunarodne suradnje.

Jos jednom ¢estitam na ovom znacajnom jubileju te Zelim uspje$an nastavak rada
i daljnji razvoj mreZe koja svojim djelovanjem ostavlja trajan i prepoznatljiv trag.

S postovanjem, N\

( \ AL r-c‘,'\,'
dr.sc. ManiMﬂMﬁ .f,,; \

_‘.JI
direktofiea

N

Turisti€ka zajednica grada Zagreba, 10000 Zagreb, Kaptal 5
Tel. 01 48 98 555, Fax 01 48 14 340, www.infozagreb.hr, E-mail: turistickiuredtzgz@infozagreb.hr
OIB 40791895812, IBAN HR8224020061101235381



Congratulations to the 2026 Croatian Women of Influence
Award and Future Leader Award Winners

Best Wishes and Congratulations to the
Croatian Women’s Network on its 10th Anniversary

~
] /
Cestitamo.
CWN 10th Anniversary
Celebration Committee

Cathy Gorn, Committee Chair, CWol 2023, United States of America

Biljana Abel, CWol 2019, United States of America
Sara Dyson, CWol 2023, Republic of Croatia /United States of America
Nevenka Nena Komarica, CWol 2025, United States of America
Lidija Kovarik, CWol 2023, Czech Republic
Judi Krizmanié Zivié, CWol 2024, United States of America
Kaja Pavlini¢, Future Leader 2017, Republic of Croatia
Adriana Smaji¢, CWol 2025, Argentina
Antonija Trupini¢, CWol 2017, Republic of Croatia

Dalia Vinski, Program Committee, CWol 2023, Austria



¢

N\

I{’\\

DS\
S

Congratulations Class of 2026
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best wishes from

your CWol 2016 Class Members

Vlatka Hlupic - United Kingdom
Bernadette Luketich-Sikaras - United States of America
Dunja Samec - Republic of Croatia
Katarina Skolnik-Aleksa - Canada
Ana Sunc¢ana Smith - Republic of Croatia
Iva Toli¢ - Republic of Croatia
Antonija Trupini¢ - Republic of Croatia

DS

DSE

S E

SO

DS

SO

S

S

SS

SSS

DS\

>
gg
; .

S

Your accomplishment is proof that when we listen to who we truly are,

extraordinary things unfold.
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5 Best wishes from your §
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gé Ana Matulié¢ - Republic of Croatia ) ¢ Ksenija Abramovic¢ - Republic of Croatia
?g Andrea Novak-Neumann - United States of America Zorka Kinda-Berlakovi¢ - Austria
éé Kaja Pavlini¢, Future Leader, Republic of Croatia ©) ¢ Kathryn Tesija - United States of America
% Your journey is a powerful reminder that . _
?g progress is built on initiative, persistence, This award is not just a recognition of
éﬁ and belief. By daring to begin, you set mo- ) ¢ your hard work, but a celebration of

é

3 2007 Class 2018Class
Members Members

(?é mentum in motion — and that momen- ; ; your courage to dream big and pur-
éé tum has carried you toward this I I sue those dreams relentlessly.
0 well-deserved award. ) ¢
g
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Congratulations Class of 2026
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best wishes from

your CWol 2025
Class Members

Dalia Ali¢ - Austria
Sara Dyson - Republic of Croatia
Cathy Gorn, Ph.D. - United States of America
Ana Maria Kuljevan - Peru
Karmen Mei¢ - Germany
Jelena Nadini¢ - Argentina
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By daring to begin, you set momentum in motion — and that momentum has car-

ried you toward this well-deserved milestone.
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Congratulations Class of 2026
best wishes from

your CWol 2024
Class Members

Croatian Women of Influence

Rafaella Arapovi¢ - Canada
Ana Baci¢ - Canada
Ana Barjasi¢ - United Kingdom
Doc. dr. sc. Morana Brkljaci¢, Dr. Med. - Republic of Croatia
Sanda Erdelez - United States of America
Petra Heisinger - Republic of Croatia
Mateja-Andelina Kramar - Republic of Croatia
Vesna Krezich Kittelson - United States of America
Judith Krizmanic¢ Ziyi¢ - United States of America
Dr. Frances Krtolic Separovic, AO, FAA - Australia
Vedrana Likan - Republic of Croatia
Catalina Lonac - Argentina
Lluvitza Lopéz Golac - Bolivia
Prof. Ph.D. Sc. Mirjana Milicevi¢ - Bosnia & mp; Hercegovina
Branka Pavi¢ Blazetin - Hungary
Marijana Petir - Republic of Croatia
Drina Rendi¢ - Chile
Ana Maria Sonji¢ - Argentina

Katherine C. Sredl, Ph.D. - United States of America

Andrea Stanic¢ - Republic of Croatia

Mira Temunovic¢ - Serbia
Katherine Vlasica, DO FACEP - United States of America
Blanka Zakula - Republic of Croatia
Tamara Zivkovi¢ Ivanovic - Republic of Croatia

Future Leaders

/ Dubravka Datkovi¢, Republic of Croatia
Marija Kustro, Republic of Croatia /
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Congratulations Class of 2026

best wishes from

your CWol 2025
Class Members

Vjekoslava Bagari¢ - Republic of Croatia
Jasna Horvat - Republic of Croatia
Nevenka Komarica - United States of America/Republic of Croatia
Lidija Ortloff - United States of America
Adriana Ivana Smaji¢ - Argentina

May this success inspire you to continue embracing the possible, break-
INg barriers, and creating even more extraordinary moments.
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Congratulations
Class of 2026

Best wishes from your

Clol

2020 Class
Members

Liliana Canadi¢ - Canada
Debbie Cosi¢ 2020 - Canada
Goranka Horjan - Republic of Croatia

Elizabeta Kera - United States/ Republic of Croatia Croatia )

Alexandra Marina Rukavina - Republic of Croatia
Lucija Velican - Austria
Vedrana Jelusic - Republic of Croatia

Through vision, determination, and
unwavering belief in yourself, you've
transformed challenges into
opportunities and turned what once
seemed impossible into reality.

Thank you for your dedication to the
Cleveland Junior Tamburitzans and our
Cleveland-Croatian community.




Cong.ratulaticns., .
Josie Tomljenovic

CLEVELAND

croampro.com

ACAP Cleveland proudly celebrates your well-deserved recognition as a
recipient of the Croatian Women of Influence Award.

Your passion, leadership, and dedication have profoundly impacted
countless lives — through your exceptional work at the Cleveland Clinic
and your unwavering commitment to the Croatian community in
Cleveland. From organizing health workshops to serving as President of
the Cleveland Junior Tamburitzans, your contributions reflect both
professional excellence and deep cultural pride.

As a driving force behind the growth of the ACAP Cleveland chapter, you
have played a vital role in organizing the Cleveland ACAP Conference,
serving on the chapter board, inspiring new members to pursue careers
in the medical field, and contributing meaningfully to the

Medical Tourism Committee.

Thank you for your continued dedication to empowering, uplifting, and
connecting our community.

With admiration and gratitude,
ACAP Cleveland

Join us in Seattle for the 10th
Annual ACAP Conference
October 2-4, 2026
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hello@mindfultravelcraalio.com

Travel Croatia
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Mindful Travel Croatia
Congratulates

CAROLYN
AGIN BRUNO

2026 CROATIAN WOMEN OF
INFLUENCE AWARD FOR
LEADERSHIP AND INNOVATION



to our wonderul
board member

Carolyn ‘Bruno

The National Federation of Croatian Americans Cultural Foundation (NFCACF) congratulates you on
receiving the Croatian Women of Influence Award!

As an organization devoted to advancing Croatian heritage, cultural engagement, and leadership
within the Croatian American community, NFCACF is proud to celebrate women who inspire progress
and embody strength. You inspire future generations to dream boldly and lead with purpose.

Cestitamo on this extraordinary accomplishment! N Fc ACF

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CROATIAN
AMERICANS CULTURAL FOUMNDATION




Congratilatons Branka Dlelonar

for winning

We are so proud of you!

Cestitamo!

Dobithnicama nagrade

Croatian Women of Influence 2026

od obitelji Tomislava Zovke iz Clevelanda

Ci@%mf%/@f
MM
éeo% awarded
Whmen of Lifliccrce. P hoard
2026

In 1983, both Branka and Jerry Malinar were founding members of
The American Croatian Lodge in Eastlake, Ohio.

Establishing the Croatian Heritage Museum and Library was part of the
development of the lodge. She has been a volunteer for the past 43 years
planning many exhibits in the museum and helped to develop the library.

In 2009, they were part of the committee that established the
Croatian Cultural Garden in Rockefeller Park, Cleveland, Ohio.

Fremn Hhe velsniber sdaflf

Croatian Heritage Museum and Library
34900 Lakeshore Blvd.
Eastlake, Ohio 44095
and
Croatian Cultural Garden

Rockefeller Park, Cleveland,OH

You have done so much to keep the Croatian Heritage alive for us all!
Thanks you for the support you gave your grandkids in
The American Zagreb Junior Tamburitzan group.

Love your family ~ Drina & (Terry), Mirna, Vesna & (Dan), Nada & (Jeff)
Love you Baka from your Grandchildren ~
Nicolette, Mandy & (Steve), Danny & (Allissa), Kevin, Andy & (Jessie), Carissa,
Morgan & (Mitch), Jessie & (Jessie), Nicholas, Brendan and Justin,
and Great Grandchildren ~ Eloise, Roan, Abigal, and Sylvie




THE UNSEEN RESUME

The work that moves legacy forward.

« Made space for someone who didn'’t yet believe they belonged
 Set a standard by not bending it

« Took responsibility when it wasn’t assigned

« Opened doors and didn’t hover near them

« Chose patience over proving a point

« Modeled leadership on a difficult day

« Left a place better without needing credit

o Built trust slowly - and kept it

Congratulations to the 2026 Croatian Women of Influence &
Future Leader Award recipients.

You may never see the full arc of what you started, but your legacy s already in motion.
AEWER A
—AF-
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“Education 1s the most valuable "
- wnvestment in the future. N
\ At PAR, we connect academic excellence
with practice to educate
o Sfuture European leaders.”

Assoc. Prof. Gordana Nikoli¢, PhD

Dean, European Universit}f/’of Applied Sciences
for Dual Studies PAR, Rijeka

L st

on recelying the prestigious
F ‘oatlan\Wo]hlen of Igﬂuence Award!

PAR University of Applied Sciences

European University of Applied Sciences for Dual Studies in Rijeka

PAR is the only higher education institution in Croatia that is a membe ual Education (EU4Dual).
Located in Rijeka —a Mediterranean city of knowledge, mobility, and ir R brings together students
from around the world through interational study programmes, a strong network of European and global partners, and a
personalised mentoring approach.

Through the dual study model, students acquire theoretical knowledge and practical skills simultaneously. PAR's study programmes
focus on modern management and leadership, including Business Management, Small and Medium Enterprise Management,
Financial Management, and Sports Management, all developed in close cooperation with industry and employers.



" DEPENDENT
TAX PARTNERS

www.dtaxpartners.com  CONY ratulates

10 years Of The Croatian Women Of Influence
Award By The Croatian Women's Network™/
Mreza Hrvatskih Zena

Congratulations lo all 2026 Rward Winners - your excellence empowens generalions lo come
(llene s lo conlinued leadership, conneclion, and success.

TAX & COMPLIANCE = FINANCIAL & BUSINESS SERVICES * STRATEGIC ADVISORY (\w
(917)523-0712  2321BROOKLYN QUEENS EXPRESSWAY, ASTORIA, NY 11103 1 =

— g
 GESTITAMO SVIM DOBITNIGIMA
PRESTIZNE NAGRADE

croatiansonline.com
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buducnost >>
upravijanja

HGKAKADEMIJA

Usvojite znanja

iz korporativnog
upravljanja te
suvremenog poslovanja

sijecanj — travanj,
HGK, Zagreb



Studia Croatica

congratulates

Croatian Women's Network™/Mreza Hrvatskih Zena,
on its 10th anniversary as well as the

CNoId Alwaed N irneis 2026

Studia Croatica ¢estita 10. obljetnicu MreZi Hrvatskih Zena i dobitnicima nagrade
“Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene” 2026. godine.

Studia Croatica felicita a la Red de Mujeres Croatas en su 10° aniversario y a las
ganadoras del premio “Mujeres Croatas Influyentes” del ano 2026.

Founded in 1960, Studia Croatica publishes in print and electronic media.
Osnovana 1960. Studia Croatica objavijuje na tiskanim i elektronickim medijima.
Fundada en 1960, Studia Croatica publica en medios graficos y electronicos.

9 STUDIA

% CROATICA
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DHALIA BY DAHLIA

HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY

Dhalia by Dahlia creates handcrafted jewelry pieces Custom-created on order, each piece is handcrafted
inspired by tmeless beauty, femininity, and from beads, metals, and delicate crystals.
meaningful details. Made in Croatia, each plece cares subtle
Each design is carefully made to celebrate special references to heritage and tradition, reimagined
moments — from bridal elegance o unique through a modem and refined aesthetic,

statement pleces.

OBRT ZA PROIZVODNJU, USLUGE | TRGOVINU

@dhaliabydahlia
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Cestitamo, draga Danijela!

Ponosni smo na tebe i na sav trud koji si uloZila kako bi postigla ovaj
uspjeh. Tvoja snaga, upornost i dobrota Cine te izuzetnom mladom
Zzenom. Radujemo se svim tvojim buducim koracima i uspjesima. Neka te
Bog Cuva, blagoslovi i vodi na svakom koraku.

Srdacne Cestitke i najbolje Zelje Salju:
tata Dane, mama Ana i brat Nikola Boras, uz ljubav i podrsku obitelji,
kumova i prijatelja iz Kanade, Amerike, Hrvatske (Zagreb, Primorsko-
Goranska Zupanija) i Hercegovine (Ljubuski).

Croatian Franciscan Centre — Hrvatsko Franjevacko srediste

Queen of Peace Church - Zupa Kraljice Mira
9118 Winston Churchill Blvd., Norval, Ontario LOP 1KO
Tel. 905-456-3203; e-mail: cfecnorval@gmail.com

Norval, January 28, 2026

Danijela Boras

Dear Danijela,

On behalf of our Croatian Community of the Croatian Franciscan Center
Queen of Peace in Norval, we congratulate you on receiving The Croatian
Women of Influence Award and the Future Leader Award. This empowering
recognition, that was awarded to many courageous and strong women who
truly became strong leaders, is a sign to us that your talent, skill and
dedication was already recognized, and we believe it will take you far.

We are looking forward to seeing your many future accomplishments for the
benefit of our,nation and our community.




Las mas de 1000 integrantes de la red de habla hispana
y portuguesa se suman a la celebracion de la décima
edicion de los premios de la Croatian Women'’s
Network™ / Mreza Hrvatskih Zena, poniendo en valorel
liderazgo femenino, la fuerza de la uniény la proyeccion
de nuestro legado croata en el mundo.

Sactivad

Red de Mujeres Croatas de Latinoamérica

R activad

% Primera Cumbre
> & 4o Ralcesa’ ((

‘.‘

Vise od 1000 ¢lanica mreZe Spanjolskog i portugalskog
govornog podrucja pridruzuje se proslavi desete dodjele
nagrada Croatian Women'’s Network™ /

Mreza Hrvatskih Zena, isti¢uéi Zensko vodstvo,
snagu zajednistva i medunarodnu prisutnost
nase hrvatske bastine.



Let’s stay social

CWNLeaders CWNLeaders

croatianwomensnetwork - Croatian Women’s Network™/

o MreZa Hrvatskih Zena
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Croatian Women’s NetworkTM

Mreza Hrvatskih Zena
La Red de Mujeres Croatas
invites you to celebrate another 10 years together
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MREZA HRVATSKIH ZENA

Where women lead

wonderful years of connecting, championing and celebrating
Croatian women the world over.

As we close off our 10th anniversary celebration, we invite you to:

- Become a member

- Become a strategic partner
- Become a sponsor

- Become a volunteer

We look forward to hearing from you at info@croatianwomensnetwork.org.

Thank you for an incredible first 10 years.

We can’t wait to see what we can create together in the next 10!
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Thank you to our
sponsors and partners
for your gdenerous
support. We are truly
dratetul for your trust,
commitment, and
continued partnership.
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REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA

Ministarstvo g3
demografije i useljenistva

SILVER SPONSORS
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Dr. Cathy Gorn  HERAL oo
BRONZE SPONSORS
CROPELGROUP ‘Samraml D’-Lf : ZHGK
Driving intermational business. m CROATIA : I)

DHALL BY DAHLLA

PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS
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COUNTY SPONSOR

NATASA TRAMISAK, CWol 2025

OSJECKO-BARANJSKA
ZUPANICA

ZUPANIJA
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HIGH PATRONAGE
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Ministarstvo pravosuda,
uprave i digitalne
transformacije

Ministarstvo
turizma i sporta

Ministarstvo vanjskih
i europskih poslova

Ministarstvo znanosti,
obrazovanja i mladih
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Where women lead

WWWw.croatianwomensnetwork.org



