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CONGRATULATIONS

WELCOME
o THE CLUB

The winners of the prestigious
Croatian Women of Influence Awards and
Future Leader Awards extend our congratulations
to the 2025 award winners.

We’'re thrilled to welcome
you to the club.
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@CWNLeaders//croatianswomensnetwork.org
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“J%. A WORD FROM THE FOUNDER
CAROLINE SPIVAK

Welcome to the 2025 Croatian Women of Influence and Future Leader Awards gala!

This year we celebrate and honor 15 new Croatian Women of Influence Award winners and one Future Leader from 11
countries. We welcome them to the ranks of a prestigious group of 181 CWol award holders drawn fromm more than 750
world-wide nominations.

In a rapidly changing world, our Croatian women of influence are changemakers and trailblazers transforming tomorrow.
Their unwavering commitment has reshaped communities, industries and the world at large. Leading with character and
determination, intention and clarity, passion and purpose they break barriers and drive meaningful transformation that
creates tangible impact.

And the impact..the tangible difference, whether it's a small gesture that brightens someone’s day or a groundbreaking
innovation that reshapes an entire industry, our award laureates are at the forefront of greatness.

Greatness in making a difference doesn’'t always come with fanfare, celebrity or headlines. It lies in the quiet determination
of individuals who consistently embody these qualities in their daily lives. Tonight, we shine a spotlight on Croatian women
of distinction and influence, those exceptional women who often work in the shadows as they seamlessly navigate between
their professional careers and personal lives, leaving an indelible mark in both spheres. Each of the women highlighted
tonight represents hope, inspiration, and determination. Their stories demonstrate that positive change is not only possible-
it's achievable.

Changemakers remind us that every action, no matter how small, has the potential to spark significant change. That is the
power we all hold. Aswe celebrate the indelible accomplishments of these remarkable women we encourage you to reflect
on your own journey. What impact do you aspire to create? How can your work and passion contribute to a more equitable
and sustainable world? What change will you spark your mark in the world?

On behalf of CWN™/ MHZ, an organization of women supporting women, | look forward to continuing to work together to
provide opportunities for Croatian women to connect, champion and celebrate,
our way to collective success. Congratulations to all our 2025

Croatian Women of Influence Award winners. Bﬁi

We're proud of each of you and we celebrate you. Caroline Spivak

Founder,

_ Croatian Women's Network™/

Mreza Hrvatskih Zena/La Red de Mujeres Croatas

Inspiration for CroActivas® Red Mujer Croata de Latinoamérica
Founding Circle Organization, Croatian Women's Alliance



10th Anniversary Advisory Committee

Heartfelt thanks to our 10th Anniversary Advisory Committee,
comprised of Croatian Women of Influence Award and Future
Leader Award laureates for their dedication and guidance in
generating ideas and activities as they helped to plan this
year'’s special events.

MREZA HRVATSKIH ZENA
P

Where women lead
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10th Anniversary Advisory Committee

Cathy Gorn Liliana Canadié Branka Cubelié
2023, USA 2020, Canada 2017, Australia/Croatia
Term completed Term completed

Petra Heisinger Lidija Kovarik
2024, Croatia 2023, Czech Republic



10th Anniversary Advisory Committee

Ana Maria Kuljevan Biljana Lovrinovié Kaja Pavlinié
2023, Peru Abel Future Leader, 2017,
Term completed 2019, BiH/USA Croatia

"
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W
Antonija Trupinié Judi Krizmanié
2016, Croatia Zivié

2024, USA



The process:
Selecting Croatian Women of Influence

Award and Future Leader Award Winners

PHASE 1 - NOMINATIONS

Nominations were opened inviting the global Croatian community to
nominate deserving and accomplished Croatian woman from any
pr:ofess”%n and young up-and-coming leaders aged 16-25 from around
the world.

Nominations were open September 20, 2024 — October 21, 2024.

There was no fee to submit a nomination and only the completed online
nomination form was accepted.

PHASE 2 - RESEARCH AND VERIFICATION

All completed submissions were forwarded to the five-member

judges panel comprised of esteemed leaders and current CWol award
holders. The panel assessed and voted for the selection of winners
according to the established criteria.

Voting took place at an all-day meeting of the judges panel on
Friday, November 7, 2024.

PHASE 3 - CWol 2025 WINNERS

CWol Winners were announced on November 27, 2024 and are
celebrated at the awards gala on March 8, 2025 in Zagreb, Croatia.

They are promoted online at www.croatianwomensnetwork.org, in the
gala book, in all of our social media properties and in traditional media
coverage.
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SARA DYSON

CWol 2023, Croatia/USA

Sara Dyson is the founder of ‘Expat in Croatia’ - the top English-language guide to Croatian bureaucracy and
assimilation into the Croatian community. What started as a passionate side project, Sara grew ‘Expat in Croatia’
from a blog to a full-service business with an extraordinary team. Despite a lack of Croatian heritage, Sara is
happily and obsessively dedicated to helping others love Croatia and giving back to the Croatian community
that welcomed her with open arms. Sara was born and raised in Texas. In her life before Croatia, she earned a

degree in photojournalism and political science, became a user experience

project manager and found her pre-Croatia calling as a pastry chef. Sara

% \ has called Split home for the last 11 years — and will continue to do so for the
v j‘ rest of her days. Sara holds a Croatian Woman of Influence Award, 2023,
- Entrepreneurship.

MAJA PERIC

dr. sc. Maja Peri¢ immigrated to Croatia from Belgium where she completed her undergraduate degree
in history in Antwerp. She recently successfully defended her doctoral thesis at the faculty of philosophy at
the University of Zagreb and secured her doctorate. She is an associate in the Sector for Croatian Migration,
department of projects and programs for Croatian emmigrants at the Central State Office for Croats Abroad.



IVANA PERKUSIC

A lawyer by profession, Ms. Perkusic¢ is Director of the Administration for the Implementation of Public Policies
for Immmigration at the Ministry of Demography and Immigration. Throughout her career, she has been deeply
involved in matters relating to Croatian emigration and for years dealt with the issues of Croats outside the
Republic of Croatia, starting with her work at the General Consulate in Sydney, Australia, the Central State Office
for Croats outside the Republic of Croatia, and finally at the Ministry of Demography and Immigration, which
was established by the government of Croatia in May 2024, in recognition
of the importance of demographic revitalization as a key strategic national
issue. lvana gained and developed her professional experience in the Ministry
of Justice, the Ministry of the Sea, Transport and Infrastructure and most
# ‘ recently the City of Zagreb.

IVANA RORA

lvana Rora is the Head of Marketing and PR Department at the Croatian Heritage Foundation. She is a
communications expert who has been working on organising projects with Croats outside the Republic of
Croatia and on establishing good communication channels and networks outside of Croatia for many years.
lvana, a communications specialist and journalist by profession, has been particularly active in following the
work of Croatian communities worldwide and promoting the importance of the connection between the
homeland and the Croatian diaspora. She was the editor of Dom i svijet, the first and only weekly insert for
Croats outside the Republic of Croatia, published in the foreign edition of the Vecerniji list newspaper, and a
journalist in several newsrooms covering that topic. In recent years, she has successfully led the Marketing and
PR Department that supports and organizes many projects outside the Republic of Croatia. She is also active
in the Croatian World Congress, and for several years, she was the Director of the Homeland Headquarters and
part of the organizational team of the Croatian World Games for young Croats outside the Republic of Croatia.



» MIRJANA MILICEVIE
.~ CWol 2024, BiH

prof. dr. sc. Mirjana Milicevi¢ received her doctorate at the Faculty of Science and Mathematics, University of
Zagreb. During her 19 years of work at the University of Mostar, she held the positions of assistant dean for project
coordination and development, head of the University’'s Center for Projects and EU Integration, and today, is
head of Tourism and Environmental Protection studies and university coordinator of the CEEPUS program, she
works to promote education and science. As a project consultant, Mirjana builds solid professional relationships
between the academic and business commmunities. She is the only woman in the presidency of UBH Croats
Prsten in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Since 2016, as a member, and then the first woman of the management
of the Federal Fund for Environmental Protection, she provides a significant contribution to the community
through the implementation of projects of basic, vital infrastructure and energy efficiency. Mirjana’s favorite
thing is to work with young people. She implemented over 20 additional education and retraining projects for
young people and women. She led the creation of the first Demographic Strategy of Croats in BiH, organized
the first women'’s entrepreneurship fair for rural women in Mostar, and is currently working on training young
people in project management in order to encourage self-employment and stay in their homeland. She holds
a Croatian Woman of Influence Award, 2024, Leadership & Innovation.




Honoring the Past.
3 O U T Celebrating the Present.
Creating the Future.

THE AWARD

Throughout Croatia's history, courageous and strong women have played an integral role in inspiring action,
preserving culture, religion and heritage and even bravely protecting our borders - just as they do today. In creating
the Croatian Women of Influence award, our goal was to honor the heritage that binds us and to recognize the
strength and tenacity of our Croatian Women of Influence.

The Croatian word for woman is “Zena”. The symbol for the first letter “Z" in the ancient and original Croatian Glagolitic
alphabet, that played an important role in Croatian history, is in fact the symbol that shapes the form of the award.

The Glagolitic alphabet (known as Glagolitsa) is the oldest known Slavic alphabet. It was created in the 9 th century
by Saint Cyril, a Byzantine monk from Thessaloniki. He and his brother, Saint Methodius, were sent by the Byzantine
Emperor, Michael Il in 863 to Great Moravia to spread Christianity among the Slavs in the area. The brothers decided
to translate liturgical books into the Old Slavic language that was understandable to the general population. As
the words of that language could not be easily written by using either the Greek or Latin alphabets, Cyril decided
to invent a new script, Glagolitic, which he based on the language of the Macedonian Slavs from the Thessaloniki
region. After the deaths of Cyril and Methodius, the Glagolitic alphabet ceased to be used in Moravia, but their
students continued to propagate it in the west and south.

The Glagolitic alphabet was preserved only by the Croats, using it from the 12 th to the 20 th century, mostly in
liturgy. The name was not coined until many centuries after its creation, and comes from the Old Church Slavonic
glagol “utterance” (also the origin of the Slavic name for the letter G). The verb glagoliti means “to speak” It has been
conjectured that the name glagolitsa developed in Croatia around the 14 th century and was derived from the word
glagolity, applied to adherents of the liturgy in Slavonic.

Croats using the Glagolitic alphabet were the only nation in Europe given special permission by Pope Innocent IV (in
1248) to use their own language and this script in liturgy. More precisely, this permission had formally been given to
bishop Philip of Senj. However, special care accorded by the Vatican to the Glagolitic liturgy in subsequent centuries
(even by publishing several Glagolitic missals in Rome), shows that this privilege applied to all Croatian lands using
the Glagolitic liturgy, mostly along the Adriatic coast. As is well known, Latin had been the privileged language in
religious ceremonies in the Catholic Church until the 2 nd Vatican Synod held in 1962-1965, when it was decided
to allow vernacular national languages to be used in the Catholic liturgy instead of Latin. It is interesting that even
today the Glagolitic liturgy is used in some Croatian churches.

The award is a modern interpretation and recognition of our past, present and future. It's pillars of the letter “Z" are
a nod to the strength and resilience of women; protective, stable and timeless. It is a celebration of Croatian women
of influence of today and is an affirmation to our trailblazing women that we all stand on each other’s shoulders in
creating the future.

Created in Canada, from aluminum and stone, this beautiful and now iconic award appears at first glance as a gift.
Perhaps this is a gentle reminder that women are a gift and blessing to their communities and that the world should
value their incredible and numerous contributions.



2 5

FUTURE
LEADER




JANA KOSCAK

COUNTRY: Croatia ==

Future Leader Award, 2025

Jana Koscak is an 18-year-old athlete. She has been involved in athletics for 11 years and
is a winner of numerous medals. Her best discipline is the combined heptathlon and
pentathlon events in which she currently holds the world record in her category. 2024 saw
her win gold in the heptathlon at the World Junior Championships, thus winning the first
gold for Croatia in 15 long years. This medal has special significance as it is the first all-around
medal for Croatian in Olympic history. Following her success at the World Championships,
Jana was conferred the “Drazen Petrovi¢” award, which recognizes the greatest hope of
Croatian sport. She was born, raised and has trained her entire life in Varazdin. She has al-
ways been a proud Croatian woman and wants to continue developing her career in Croatia.
She is bolstered by the ever-present support of the women she surrounds herself with, espe-
cially her mother, grandmother and sister, who have been by her side and believed in Jana's
potential since she was a child. Guided by their example, Jana wants to encourage
younger girls to follow their passion, whether in sport, like her or in any other field.
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VIEKOSLAVA BAGARIC

COUNTRY: Croatia &8
CATEGORY: Philantropy

Vjekoslava Bagari¢ was born in Bjelovar and graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Zagreb. She worked as a teacher of Croatian language and literature at the secondary school in
Nova Gradiska and since 1991 in the Nova Gradiska High school. She retired in 2017 and in the same
year was appointed President of Matica hrvatska's Nova Gradiska office, where she still works today, ad-
vancing the goals of Matica's headquarters in Zagreb, fostering special cooperation with young people
through written and artistic expression, fostering native language, tradition, history and culture as an
expression of national identity. During the war, in 1991, she worked at the Red Cross in Nova Gradiska
with a group of volunteers distributing clothes, shoes and other necessities received from donations,
amidst heavy bombing and rocket attacks. In 1996, she received the Homeland War Commemoration
Medal and the Certificate of Appreciation from the first President of the Republic of Croatia, Dr. Fran-
je Tudman. In 1995, at the Nova Gradiska High School, she founded the drama-recitation group Noga,
in which she created a rich drama-recitation program with gifted students which lasted for more
than 20 years. She modernized teaching of the Croatian language through various projects, lectures
and workshops, as well as collaborative teaching at the Bjelovar and Pozega highschools. Vjekosla-
va dedicated any years to evaluating essays at state matriculation exams; is a member of the Working
Group for drafting and compiling questions from the Croatian language at the county and state lev-
el and as a member of the judging committee at the county and state level. From 2005 to 2017, she
carried out volunteering and humanitarian actions with high school students, volunteering at the
hospital for psychiatry and palliative care of St. Raphael in Strmac (near Nova Gradiska) dubbed “Love
your neighbor”. For her volunteer work, she also received the Apostolic blessing of the Holy Father,
Pope Francis as a pledge of grace and heavenly help and long-term work with high school students.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



JOVANA CUTUL

COUNTRY: Croatia &8
CATEGORY: Leadership & Innovation

Jovana Cutul is the founder and president of the “Women for the Island” association on Krk,
dedicated to empowering and connecting women and promoting island entrepreneurship.
Through the association, Cutul encourages projects that highlight the importance of preserv-
ing local heritage and products, thereby contributing to the island’s economy and tourism. As
a city councillor and expert associate at LAG Kvarner Islands, Cutul actively works to involve
women in local politics and promotes collective progress through education and networking.
Her experience includes work on EU projects, preparing funding applications, and collaborat-
ing with local communities on initiatives that improve quality of life. Projects such as “Women
—Wings and Roots,” “The Color is Gold,” and “Island Business Women" reflect her dedication to
preserving island traditions and creating opportunities for women in entrepreneurship. Cutul
believes that connecting people and sharing experiences, especially on islands with limited
resources, can significantly enhance community life and elevate the role of women in society.

m Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



KRISTINA ERCEGOVIC

COUNTRY: Croatia &8
CATEGORY: Entrepreneurship

Kristina Ercegovi¢ is a serial entrepreneur and since 2002 founder and manager of www.
mojnovac.hr and the Women and Money Club. She is a business consultant for small en-
trepreneurs, author of six entrepreneurship books and a facilitator of systemic constella-
tions. Born February 8, 1976, in Zagreb Kristina holds a marketing degree from the Facul-
ty of Economics at the University of Zagreb (1998) and an Executive MBA from the Cotrugli
Business School (2008). After completing numerous educational programs, in 2024, she
completed a two-year facilitator training for systemic constellations. Kristina spent four-and-
a-half years at Pliva, including one year abroad. In 2002 Kristina founded Heraklea, the first
agency in Croatia specializing in mystery shopping, which she sold 10 years later in 2012. She
also founded two subsequent companies and successfully exited them. Through her Busi-
ness Café project, she networks and educates small entrepreneurs, and also runs the Wom-
en and Money Club. She has taught entrepreneurship, been a TEDx speaker and received
numerous national and international awards and recognitions. www.kristinaercegovic.com

H Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



JASNA HORVAT

COUNTRY: Croatia E:8
CATEGORY: Arts & Culture

Jasna Horvat (1966) is a scientist, a theoretician of culture, a writer and a multimedia artist. She
has been working at the Faculty of Economics in Osijek since 1990. In her long-standing scientif-
ic career, she has published scientific and professional papers in the field of social sciences and
humanities, lectures on several (pre) graduate and doctoral courses and artistic performances.
Sheisaco-founder of Andizet—Institute for scientificand art research in the creative industry and
Chair of the Creative Treasury Program Committee - a popularization symposium of the creative
industry. She holds awards for literature, scientific and teaching work. Jasna'’s literary expression
is characterized by Oulipian exploration of literary potential, inspiration from heritage content
and an extraordinary imagination. Her literary works are teaching material at various faculties
and high schools in the Republic of Croatia. They are the subject of scientific studies, and literary
critics describe them by using the term Ars Horvatiana — a successful blend of science and art
in line with Oulipian’s practice. Jasna has published international scientific papers, university
textbooks, and research studies in the fields of social sciences, humanities, and interdisciplinary
sciences. She has been a guest lecturer at sympsoums and literary events (Atlanta, Beijing, Bu-
dapest, Chengdu, Ljubljana, Mostar, Novi Sad, Peking, Podgorica, Rome, Vienna and Zagreb).

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



VESNA JAKSIC LOWE

COUNTRY: USA
CATEGORY: Arts & Culture

Vesna Jaksic Lowe is a writer whose work has appeared in three books, newspapers such as
The New York Times and the Washington Post, and literary journals. Vesna, who grew up in Du-
brovnik and now lives outside of New York, mostly writes creative nonfiction about her immi-
grant experience, and runs the Immigrant Strong online newsletter. She has also taught class-
es on immigrant writing. Her honors include the Parent-Fellow Prize from Martha's Vineyard
Institute of Creative Writing's Institute. Vesna also writes for nonprofits in the human rights and
social justice space and has completed projects for the Brennan Center for Justice, Carnegie
Corporation of New York, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and PEN America, among others. She
started her career as a newspaper reporter, winning 12 awards from the Society of Professional
Journalists, a Special Achievement Award for immigration coverage,and an international fellow-
ship from Internews. She has an M.S. in International Affairs from The New School and a B.A.in
Communications from Hofstra University, which she attended on a Division | tennis scholarship.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



STELA JOKIC

COUNTRY: Croatia &8
CATEGORY: Science & Technology

Stela Joki¢ is a teniored professor and Vice Dean for Marketing and Business Coopera-
tion at the Faculty of Food Technology at the University of Osijek. Her research focuses on
sustainable extraction techniques for bioactive compounds from plant materials, such as me-
dicinal herbs, marine organisms, and food industry by-products, with applications in the phar-
maceutical, cosmetic, and food industries. She has published over 200 research papers and
20 book chapters and has led 15 research projects valued at several million euros. Prof. Joki¢
has mentored seven PhD students and hosted researchers from across Europe. She has es-
tablished excellent collaborations with various external stakeholders and industry partners,
which have significantly contributed to the practical application of her research. She is the
Editor-in-Chief of the Croatian Journal of Food Science and Technology and is ranked among
the top 2% of most cited scientists globally. She has frequently promoted science through
various media, as well as through popular lectures at numerous conferences and work-
shops. She was the driving force behind establishing the University of Osijek’s first Pharmacy
program. She has received prestigious national and international awards for her work.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



TAMARA JURKOVIC

COUNTRY: Croatia =
CATEGORY: Entrepreneurship

Tamara Jurkovi¢ leads activities aimed at reviving the natural and cultural treasures of the Gac-
ka valley and Lika and enriching the social life of Otocac. With its quality and performance,
they go beyond the local framework and become key reasons to come to this small town of
Lika. In addition, Tamara works with her husband and son to manage their family company
Dandy d.o.c. and OPG Marin Jurkovi¢, through which they breed thoroughbred Arabian hors-
es. She is a regular volunteer on local projects of the Association for Heritage and Creativi-
ty Bastina from Otocac, where she is a member of the board of directors. Tamara heads the
professional group of tourism professionals at HGK ZK Otoc¢ac and is one of the partners in
the organizing committee of the “Women period” conference in Otocac. She is also success-
fully developing her brand @izleti-lika. She is a member of several women's entrepreneur-
ial groups, including Women and Money VIP Club, Women in Adria and Be Your Own Boss.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



NEVENKA KOMARICA

COUNTRY: USA

CATEGORY: Arts & Culture

Nevenka Komarica was a director of Atlas Ambassador, Dubrovnik, the largest Croatian tour
operator for North America from 1987-1998. Nevenka established and the organized work of
the first Croatian National tourist office for North America in New York City and was its first
director from 1998 — 2012. As an art historian Nevenka always combined culture with tourism.
In addition to the promotion of Croatian tourism across the USA she also promoted Croatian
cultural heritage through tourism and effectively put Croatia on the tourist map in the US
market. Throughout her career Nevenka organized many Croatian international exhibits, con-
certs at the famed Carnegie Hall in New York, lectures on Croatian archeology at the Get-
ty Museum (L.A .) about Apoximenos that were found near Mali LoSinj, in addition to spe-
cial promotions of Croatian archeological sites. Nevenka served as an executive committee
board member of the European Travel Commission between 2000-2005. Her distinctions in-
clude being a conference speaker with President Clinton, in NYC. She was named one of the
100 most influential Croatian people in the world by the Croatian newspaper Globus and is
the recipient of two Croatian Presidential awards for promoting Croatian culture for her ex-
hibition of Croatian UNESCO sites at the World Monuments Fund gallery in New York City.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



MARINA LEKIC PERAN

COUNTRY: Slovenia
CATEGORY: Arts & Culture

Marina Leki¢, born Peran, hails from the wonderfull city of Split. She holds an architecture
degree from the university in Ljubljana, Slovenia and took photography courses at ZDA. As
a retired architect Marina dedicates her time to her professional organization as a photog-
rapher and writer. She lives and works in Ljubljana and in Bol on the island of Brag, but her
soul has never left Split. For the last 20 years Marina has dedicated her time voluntarily to
incept and manage a swimming school in Bol, where she is still engaged. Following the prin-
ciples of Plato, on how to think and swim, island children are taught necessary skills to help
them in their future. Marina’s photos are created in quarries, they analyze, as do her books, life
from all points of view and perspectives. She feels most satisfied when she can say everyday
that she has done something good for herself, her family and friends, for Croatia, for her Split.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



BARBARA MATIC

COUNTRY: Croatia E:®
CATEGORY: Athletics

Barbara Matic¢ is a Croatian judoka. She won the gold medal at the 2024 Summer Olympics in
the women'’s 70 kg event and is a two-time world champion and a European champion in the
women's 70 kg division. Mati¢ is also a two-time junior world champion and a junior European
champion. In addition to her sporting career, education has always played a vital role in her life
as exemplified in her completing a master's degree in electrical engineering. Barbara believes
in the power of learning and continuous development, both inside and outside the arena. She
has pursued her academic interests with the same dedication she bring to judo, understanding
that knowledge and education are critical tools for personal growth and leadership. Balancing
her studies with the rigorous demands of professional sports has been challenging and has giv-
en her the skills to manage time effectively and perform under pressure in all areas of her life.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



LIDIJA ORTLOFF

COUNTRY: USA =
CATEGORY: Leadership & Innovation

Lidija Ortloff's career has taken her down many diverse paths, from corporate banking to sci-
entific seminars to tennis coaching and officiating. The common thread through the years has
been her work for Harvard, starting immediately upon graduating from Harvard College and
continuing today. Her focus now is recruiting Croatian students for study at Harvard. Given
the generous financial aid the institution offers, during her 15-year tenure as the Area Chair for
Croatia, she has seen 13 Croatian students accepted for study at Harvard, an amazing statistic
for a small country and a college with a 3% admit rate. Lidija is also heavily involved with the
Association of Croatian American Professionals (ACAP), serving on the board of directors for
the past four years and taking on the role of Secretary, and then Communications Secretary.
She was the first President of the Boston Chapter and is now the chapter Treasurer. Lidija was
born in Zagreb and educated in the US and divides her time between Zagreb and Boston.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



ADRIANA IVANA
SMAJIC

COUNTRY: Argentina e
CATEGORY: Leadership & Innovation

Born in 1973 in Argentina, in the province of Santa Fe, in Chovet, Adriana graduated with a
law degree from the National University of Rosario. She is also a certified notary public hav-
ing completed her studies at the same university. Since 2004, Adriana has lived in Buenos
Aires and works as a lawyer on legal matters related to Croatia and Croats. She has been a
court translator since 2005. In addition to translating legal and technical documents, she
translated the literary work Zlatarovo Zlato by August Senoa from Croatian to Spanish. She
provides simultaneous and consecutive interpretation at community meetings and during
visits by dignitaries from Croatia, most notably supporting the delegation of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Croatia, Zoran Milanovi¢, during his visit to Chile in 2022. Adriana is
the former Secretary of the Committee of Croatian Associations in Argentina. Since 2015,
she serves as Editor-in-Chief of the journal Studia Croatica, together with Joza Vrljicak.

Croatian Women of Influence Awards | 2025



CATEGORY: Leadership & Innovation

Natasa Tramisak, master of laws, is a a member of Croatian Parliament in the 2024-2028
mandate. She previously held the position of Minister of Regional Development and
European Union Funds in the Government of the Republic of Croatia from 2020 to 2023.
Her career was built at the local and regional level rising to deputy mayor of the Municipal-
ity of Antunovac, from director of the Development Agency of the Municipality of Antuno-
vac - RODA d.o.o., head and president of LAG Vuka - Dunav and head of the Administrative
Department for Investments, Development Projects and European Union Funds Osijek —
Baranja County. She's dedicated her career to working on strategic projects and securing
European funds to finance more than 100 projects that improved working conditions in
education, healthcare, culture, social welfare, as well as projects significant for econom-
ic growth and development by building business zones, business incubators and the Osijek
Economic Center of Osijek - Baranja County. She counts her participation in the comple-
tion of the negotiation process with the European Commission for new EU funds 2021-2027
for the green and digital transformation of the Republic of Croatia as her the most im-
portant achievement. In recent years, she has been dedicated to working on securing pro-
fessional and political support for the building of a new clinical hospital center in Osijek.
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ZLATA VASILIEVIC

COUNTRY: Serbia g
CATEGORY: Arts & Culture

Zlata Vasiljevi¢ was born in 1968 in Sombor and has been working in journalism since 1995.
Since 2013, she has worked at the weekly informational and political weekly newspaper Hr-
vatska rije¢ and since 2019, she has served as its editor-in-chief. Following her appointment as
editor-in-chief Zlata has provided more coverage for associations and individuals from the Cro-
atian community, entrepreneurs, preservers of heritage and successful Croats who no longer
live in Vojvodina/Serbia. It also covers topics related to the (non)realization of the rights of the
Croatian national minority in Serbia, political relations between Croatia and Serbia, and more.
Hrvatska rijeC has become a regularly-cited media outlet both in Croatia and Serbia. Under her
leadership, Hrvatska rije¢ has adapted to new trends in journalism, reaching a new group of
readers who follow the weekly on its Facebook and Instagram pages and its website.In addition
to her professional work in the Croatian community, Zlata is actively involved as the secretary of
the Croatian Cultural and Artistic Society (HKUD) “Vladimir Nazor” in Sombor, and advocates for
minority rights through her work on the Council for Interethnic Relations of the City of Sombor.
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ZELJANA ZOVKO

COUNTRY: Belgium/Croatia l =
CATEGORY: Leadership & Innovation

Zeljana Zovko is a Croatian politician with extensive experience in foreign affairs and diplo-
macy. Since 2016, she has served as a member of the European Parliament (HDZ/EPP), now
in her third term. Zovko is the Vice-President of the EPP Group responsible for EPP diplomacy
and relations with the United States. She is also a member of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, the Committee on Fisheries, the Committee on International Trade, and the Subcom-
mittee on Security and Defence. In her work, she actively advocates for the empowerment
of women. In the previous EU Parliament term, Zovko was recognized as the most influen-
tial Croatian representative and the 19th most influential representative out of all 705 MEPs.
Zovko has served as an ambassador to France, Spain, and ltaly, and as a non-resident am-
bassador to Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Monaco, Andorra, and Malta. During this time, Zovko
was also a permanent representative to UNESCO, the WTO, IFAD, FAO, and WFP. Zovko
has received numerous awards for her work, particularly for her contribution to inscrip-
tion of the Old Bridge in Mostar, Bosnia & Hercegovina to the UNESCO World Heritage
List. King Juan Carlos | of Spain awarded her the Grand Cross of the Order of Military Merit.
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RIJEC OSNIVACICE
CAROLINE SPIVAK

Dobro dosli na sve¢anost dodjele nagrada Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene i Buduée liderice za 2025. godinu!

Ove godine slavimo i odajemo pocast 15 novih dobitnica nagrade Utjecajne Hrvatske Zeneijedne dobitnice nagrade Buduce
liderice iz 11 zemalja. Zelimo im dobrodoslicu u redove prestizne grupe od 181 dobitnica nagrade CWol odabrane izmedu vise
od 750 nominacija iz cijelog svijeta.

U svijetu koji se brzo mijenja, nase utjecajne Zene su nositeljice promjena i pionirke koje mijenjaju sutrasnjicu. Njihova
nepokolebljiva predanost preoblikovala je zajednice, djelatnosti i svijet opcenito. Vodece po karakteru i odluc¢nosti, namjeri i
jasnocdi, strasti i svrsi, one ruse barijere i pokrecu znacajnu transformaciju koja stvara opipljivi utjecaj.

A taj utjecaj.. opipljiva razlika, bilo da je to neka mala gesta koja nekome razvedri dan ili revolucionarna inovacija koja
preoblikuje neku cijelu djelatnost, nase dobitnice nagrada prednjace u izvrsnosti.

Izvrsnost u mijenjanju stvari ne dolazi uvijek s slavom ili novinskim naslovima. Ona lezi u tihoj odlu¢nosti pojedinaca koji te
osobine dosljedno utjelovljuju u svom svakodnevnom zivotu. Veceras cemo predstaviti hrvatske Zzene koje su prepoznatljive
i utjecajne, one iznimne Zene koje Cesto rade u sjeni dok neprimjetno balansiraju izmedu svoje profesionalne karijere i
osobnog zivota, ostavljajuci neizbrisiv trag u obje sfere.

Svaka od ovih izdvojenih Zzena predstavlja nadu, inspiraciju i odlu¢nost. Njihove price pokazuju da pozitivha promjena ne
samo da je moguca - vec je ostvariva.

Pokretaci promjena nas podsjecaju da svaka akcija, bez obzira kako mala, ima potencijal potaknuti znacajne promjene.
To je moc koju svi imamo. Dok slavimo neizbrisiva postignuca ovih izvanrednih Zena, poti¢emo vas da razmislite o svom
vlastitom putu. Kakav utjecaj zelite napraviti? Kako vas rad i strast mogu doprinijeti pravednijem i odrzivom svijetu? Kakvu
¢e promjenu u svijetu potaknuti trag koji ostavite?

U ime Croatian Women'’s Network™/Mreze Hrvatskih Zena, organizacije Zena koje
podrzavaju Zzene, radujem se nastavku zajednickog rada na pruzanju hrvatskim zenama

prilika da se povezu i da slave nas put do zajednickog uspjeha. aroline Spivak

Cestitamo svim dobjtnicama nagrade Osnivadica
Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene 2025. Croatian Women's Network™/Mreza Hrvatskih Zena/La Red de
= ku od i slavi Mujeres Croatas

ONoOsNe smMo Na svaku od vas I slavimo vas. Inspiracija zaCroActivas® Red Mujer Croata de Latinoamérica

Organizacija osnivackog kruga, Croatian Women's Alliance
(Hrvatski zenski savez)



Odbor za planiranje 10. Obljetnice

Iskrena zahvalnost nasem Savjetodavnom odboru za 10.
obljetnicu, sastavljenom od laureatkinja nagrada Utjecajne
Hrvatske Zene i Budude Liderice, na njihovoj predanosti i
smjernicama u generiranju ideja i aktivnosti dok su sudjelovale
u planiranju ovogodisnjih posebnih dogadanja.

MREZA HRVATSKIH ZENA
P

Where women lead

70W



Odbor za planiranje 10. Obljetnice

Cathy Gorn Liliana Canadié Branka Cubelié
2023, SAD 2020, Kanada 2017, Australija/
Mandat zavrsen Hrvatska, Mandat

zavrsen

Petra Heisinger Lidija Kovarik
2024, Hrvatska 2023, Ceska

Republika



Odbor za planiranje 10. Obljetnice

Ana Maria Kuljevan Biljana Lovrinovié Kaja Pavlinié
2023, Peru Abel Buduéa Liderica, 2017,
Mandat zavrsen 2019, BiH/SAD Hrvatska

"

R

=
Antonija Trupinié Judi Krizmanié
2016, Hrvatska iivié

2024, SAD



Proces:
Odabir dobitnica nagrade Utjecajne

Hrvatske Zene i Buduée Liderice

FAZA 1 - NOMINACIJE

Otvorene su hominacije koje pozivaju globalnu hrvatsku zajednicu da
nominira zasluzne i uspjeSne Hrvatice bilo kojeg zanimanja i mlade lid-
erice U usponu od 16 do 25 godina iz cijelog svijeta.

Nominacije su bile otvorene od 20. rujna 2024. do 21. listopada 2024.

Nije postojala naknada za podnosenje nominacije, a prihva¢ao se samo
ispunjeni online obrazac za nominaciju.

FAZA 2 - ISTRAZIVANIE | PROVJERA

Sve dovrsene prijave proslijedene su petero¢lanom sudackom Ziriju sas-
tavljenom od cijenjenih voditelja i trenutnih nositeljica CWol nagrada.
Ziri je ocjenjivao i glasovao za odabir dobitnica prema utvrdenim krit-
erijima.

Glasovanje je odrzano na cjelodnevnom sastanku povjerenstva Zirija u
petak, 7. studenoga 2024.

FAZA 3 - POBJEDNICI CWol 2025.

Dobitnice CWol-a objavljenie su 27. studenoga 2024. i bit ¢e proglasene
na svec¢anoj dodjeli nagrada 8. oZzujka 2025. u Zagrebu, Hrvatska.

One se promoviraju online na www.croatianwomensnetwork.org, u
gala knjizi, na svim nasim drustvenim mreZzama i putem tradicionalnog
medijskog izvjeStavanja.
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SARA DYSON

CWol 2023, Croatia/SAD

Sara Dyson je osnivacica portala “Expat in Croatia” - najvec¢eg vodi¢a za hrvatsku birokraciju i asimilaciju u
hrvatsko drustvo s resursima na engleskom jeziku. Expat in Croatia isprva je bio Sarin strastveni sporedni projekt.
Sara ga je transformirala iz bloga u uspjesnu full-service kompaniju koja zaposljava tim izvanrednih ljudi. Unatoc¢
tome $to nema hrvatsko porijeklo, Sara sretno i opsesivho pomaze drugima da zavole Hrvatsku te hrvatskoj
zajednici koja ju je do&ekala rasirenih ruku. Sara je rodena i odrasla u Teksasu. U svome “Zivotu prije Hrvatske”,
stekla je diplomu fotoreporterke i politologinje, radila kao voditeljica projekata korisni¢kog iskustva, te pronasla
Svoj poziv prije Hrvatske kao slastiCarka. Sara naziva Split svojim domom posljednjih jedanaest godina - i zvat
ée ga svojim domom do kraja Zivota. Sara je dobitnica nagrade Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene, 2023, Poduzetnitvo.

MAJA PERIC

Povratnica dr. sc. Maja Peri¢ rodena je i odrasla u Belgiji. Diplomirala je povijest u Antwerpenu, a sada se vratila
u domovinu roditelja te studirala na doktorskom studiju Filozofskog fakulteta u Zagrebu. Maja obnasa duznosti
suradnice za sektor za Hrvatsko Iseljenistvo u sluzbi za projekte i programe Hrvatskog iseljenistva u SrediSnjem
drZzavnom uredu za Hrvate izvan Hrvatske.



IVANA PERKUSIC

lvana Perkusi¢, dipliur, ovlastena za obavljanje poslova ravnatelja Uprave za provedbu javnih politika za
useljenistvo, Ministarstvo demografije i useljenistva. U svojoj karijeri usko je vezana za hrvatsko iseljenistvo
te se godinama bavila pitanjima Hrvata izvan Republike Hrvastke, pocevsi s radom u Generalnom konzulatu
u Sydney-u, Sredisnjem drzavnom uredu za Hrvate izvan Republike Hrvatske te konacno u Ministarstvu
demografije i useljenistva koje je Vlada osnovala u svibnju 2024., prepoznavsi znacaj demografske revitalizacije
kao klju€énog nacionalnog pitanja. lvana svoje iskustvo je stjecala i u Ministarstvu pravosuda, Ministarstvu mora,
prometa i infrastrukture te Gradu Zagrebu.

IVANA RORA

lvana Rora voditeljica marketinga i odnosa s javnos¢u u Hrvatskoj matici iseljenika. Komunikologinja koja
dugi niz godina radi na organizaciji projekata s Hrvatima izvan RH te uspostavljanja dobrih komunikacijskih
kanala i mreza izvan domovine. Po struci specijalist komunikologije i novinar Ivana je iznimno aktivno pratila
rad hrvatskih zajednica diljem svijeta te pronosila vaznost povezanosti domovinske i iseljene Hrvatske. Bila je
urednica Doma i svijeta, prvog i jedinog tjednog priloga za Hrvate izvan RH koji izlazio kao inozemno izdanje
Vecernjeg lista, novinar u viSe redakcija koje su pratile tu tematiku a zadnjinh godina uspjesSno vodi Odjel za
marketing i odnose s javnoscéu koji podupire i organizira mnoge projekte izvan RH. Aktivna je i u Hrvatskom
svjetskom kongresu te je bila nekoliko godina ravnateljica Domovinskog sjedista i dio organizacijskog tima
Hrvatskih svjetskih igara mladih Hrvata izvan RH.



Mirjana Mili¢evi¢ doktorirala je na Prirodoslovno-matemati¢kom fakultetu Sveucilista u Zagrebu. Tijekom 19
godina rada na SveuciliStu u Mostaru obnasala je duznosti pomocénice dekana za koordinaciju i razvoj projekata,
voditeljice Centra za projekte i EU integracije SveuciliSta, te danas kao procelnica studija Turizmna i zastite
okolisa i sveuciliSna koordinatorica programa CEEPUS predano radi na promicanju obrazovanja i znanosti. Kao
projekt konzultant izgradila je ¢vrste profesionalne odnose akademske i poslovne zajednice. Jedina je Zena u
predsjednistvu UBH Hrvata Prsten u BiH. Od 2016. godine kao ¢lan, a poslije prva Zzena uprave Federalnog Fonda
za zastitu okolisa do danas osigurava znacajan doprinos zajednici kroz realizaciju projekata osnovne, Zivotno
vazne infrastrukture i energetske ucinkovitosti. Najdrazi joj je rad sa mladima. Realizirala je preko 20 projekata
dodatnog obrazovanja i prekvalifikacije za mlade i Zene. Vodila izradu prve Demografske strategije Hrvata u BiH,
organizirala prvi sajam Zenskog poduzetnistva za ruralne Zene u Mostaru, a trenutno radi na osposobljavanju
mladih za upravljanje projektima kako bi potaknuli samozaposljavanje i ostali Zivjeti u domovini. Dobitnica je
nagrade, Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene, 2024, Vodstvo i Inovaciju.




Odajmo pocasti proslost.
O Slavimo sadasnjost.

Stvarajmo buducnost.
NAGRADI

Kroz hrvatsku povijest, hrabre i snazne zene igrale su sastavnu ulogu poticanju djelovanja, oCuvanju kulture, vjere i
bastine, a ¢ak su ihrabro Stitile nase granice — kao Sto to Cine i danas. Pri osmisljavanju ove nagrade cilj nam je bio odati
pocast bastini koja nas povezujete i prepoznati snagu i upornost nasih Utjecajnih hrvatskih zena.

Simbol za prvo slovo ,z* u rijeci ,zena"“ iz drevnog i izvornog hrvatskog glagoljaskog pisma igrao je vaznu ulogu u
hrvatskoj povijesti,a sama je nagrada izradena upravo u obliku tog simbola. Glagoljasko pismo (poznato i kao glagoljica)
najstarije je poznatoslavensko pismo. U 9. ga je stolje¢u sastavio sv. Ciril, bizantski redovnik iz Soluna. 863. godine
bizantski car Mihael Ill. poslao je njega i njegovog brata, sv. Metoda, u Veliku Moravsku kako bi tamo Sirili krS¢anstvo
medu Slavenima tog podrucja.

Braca su odlucila prevesti liturgijske knjige na staroslavenski jezik koji je bio razumljiv op¢oj populaciji, no kako se
rijeci tog jezika nisu mogle lako napisati koristenjem grékog ili latinskog pisma, Ciril je odlugio izmisliti novo pismo,
glagoljicu, temeljeno na jeziku makedonskih Slavena iz solunske regije. Nakon smrti Cirila i Metoda glagoljagko pismo
prestalo se koristitiu Moravskoj, ali su ga njihovi ucenici nastavili Siriti na zapad i jug.

GClagoljica je o¢uvana samo kod Hrvata, koji su je koristili od 12. do 20. stoljec¢a, ponajvise u liturgiji. Naziv je skovan tek
mnogo stoljec¢a nakon njegova nastanka, a dolazi od starocrkvenog slavenskog glagola ,glagoljati“ (ujedno i podrijetlo
slavenskog naziva za slovo G).Glagol glagoljati znaci ,govoriti“. Pretpostavlja se da je naziv glagoljica nastao u Hrvatskoj
oko 14. stoljeca i to od glagola glagoljati, koji su koristili sljedbenici liturgije na slavenskim jezicima.

Hrvati koji su koristili glagoljicu su bili jedini narod u Europi koji je dobio posebno dopustenje pape Inocenta V. (1248.
godine) da koristi vlastiti jezik i ovo pismo u liturgiji. ToCnije, ovo je dopustenje formalno dano senjskom biskupu Filipu.
Medutim, posebna paznja koju je Vatikan pridavao glagoljaskoj liturgiji u narednim stolje¢ima (Cak i objavljivanjem
nekolicine glagoljaskih misala u Rimu) pokazuje da se ova privilegija odnosila na sve hrvatske zemlje koje su koristile
glagoljasku liturgiju, u glavhom na podrucjima uz Jadranksu obalu. Kao Sto je poznato, latinski je bio privilegirani
jezik u vjerskim obredima u Katolickoj crkvi do 2. Vatikanske sinode odrzanel962.-1965. kada je odluceno da c¢e se
umjesto latinskog u katoli¢koj liturgiji dopustiti koristenje narodnih nacionalnih jezika. Zanimljivo je da se ¢ak i danas
glagoljaska liturgija koristi u nekim hrvatskim crkvama.

Nagrada predstavlja modernu interpretaciju i nacin obiljezavanja nase proslosti, sadasnjosti i buducnosti. Zastitnicki,
postojaniibezvremenski, stupovi njenog slova ,,z" simbol su snage i otpornosti zena; ovom nagradom slavimo utjecajne
hrvatske zene danasnjice i potvrdujemo svojim zenama vizionarkama da jedne drugima stojimo na ramenima zajedno
gradedi buducénost.

Izradena u Kanadi od aluminija i kamena, ova prekrasna nagrada moze na prvi pogled nalikovati umotanom daru.
Mozda je i to podsjetnik da su sve Zene dar drustvu i zajednici i da bi svijet uvijek trebao cijeniti njihove brojne doprinose.



Congratulations to the 2025 Croatian Women of
Influence Award and Future Leader Award Winners

Best Wishes and Congratulations to the Croatian
Women's Network on its 10th Anniversary

W/

CWN 10th Anniversary
Celebration Committee

Cathy Gorn, Chair
Petra Heisinger
Lidija Kovarik
Judi Krizmanich Zivié
Biljana Lovrinovic¢ Abel
Kaja Pavlinié
Antonija Trupinié
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JANA KOSCAK

DRZAVA: Hrvatska B

Buducda Liderica, 2025

Jana Koscak je osamnaestogodisnja atletiCarka. Atletikom se bavi 11 godina i osvajacica je bro-
jnih medalja. Njezina najbolja disciplina je viseboj (sedmoboj i petoboj) u kojima trenutno drzi
svjetski rekord u svojoj kategoriji. 2024. godine osvojila je zlato u spomenutoj disciplini na Sv-
jetskom juniorskom prvenstvu, Cime je osvojila prvo zlato za Lijepu Nasu nakon dugih 15 godina.
Ova medalja ima posebni znacaj, jer je to prva hrvatska visebojska medalja u povijesti. Nakon
uspjeha na Svjetskom prvenstvu proglasena je dobitnicom nagrade ,Drazen Petrovi¢”, odnos-
no najvecom nadom hrvatskog sporta. Rodena je, odgajana i trenira cijeli svoj zivot u Varazdinu.
Oduvijek je bila ponosna Hrvatica i zeli nastaviti razvijati svoju karijeru u Hrvatskoj. Konstantno ju
podrzavaju zene okolo nje, pogotovo njezina majka, baka i sestra, koje su bile uz nju i vjerovale u
Janin potencijal od malih nogu. Vodena njihovim primjerom, Jana zeli potaknuti mlade djevo-
jke da slijede svoju strast, bilo da je pronalaze u sportu poput nje, ili u bilo kojem drugom polju.
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VIEKOSLAVA BAGARIC

KATEGORIJA: Humanitarni Rad

Vjekoslava Bagari¢ je rodena u Bjelovaru i zavrsSila je Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu.
Radila je kao profesorica hrvatskoga jezika i knjizevnosti u srednjoj skoli u Novoj Gradiski
i od 1991. u Gimnaziji Nova Gradiska te kao profesorica savjetnica odlazi 2017. u mirovinu i
iste godine imenovana je predsjednicom Matice hrvatske, Ogranak u Novoj Gradiski gdje
i danas radi u skladu sa ciljevima MH, SrediSnjice u Zagrebu njegujuci posebnu suradnju s
mladima kroz pisani i likovni izraz njegujuci izvorni govor, tradiciju, povijest i kulturu kao iz-
raz nacionalnoga identiteta. Ratne 1991. radila u Crvenom krizu u Novoj Gradiski sa skupinom
volontera na poslovima podjele odjece i obuce i drugih potrepstina pristiglih iz donacija u
uvjetima ratne opasnosti-bombardiranja i raketiranja Nove Gradiske. 1996. primila je Spome-
nicu Domovinskog rata-Medalju i Zahvalnicu prvoga predsjednika Republike Hrvatske dr.sc.
Franje Tudmana. 1995. u Gimnaziji Nova Gradiska osnovala je dramsko-recitatorsku skupinu
Noga u kojoj je dvadesetak godina s nadarenim ucenicima ostvarivala zanimljiv i bogat
dramsko-recitatorski program. Sv.Rafael na Strmcu (kod Nove Gradiske) pod nazivom-Ljubi
bliznjega svoga. Za svoj volonterski rad primila je i Apostolski blagoslov Svetog Oca Pape
Franje kao zalog milosti i nebeske pomodi i dugogodisnjega rada s ucenicima Gimnazije.
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JOVANA CUTUL

DRZAVA: Hrvatska

KATEGORIJA: Vodstvo i Inovacija

Jovana Cutul je osnivacica i predsjednica udruge “Zene za otok” na Krku, koja se posvecu-
je osnazivanju i povezivanju Zzena te promociji oto¢kog poduzetnistva. Kroz udrugu, Cutul
potic¢e projekte koji istiCu vaznost ocuvanja lokalne bastine i proizvoda, doprinosedi tako raz-
Vvoju oto¢ne ekonomije i turizma. Kao gradska vijecnica i stru¢na suradnica u LAG-u Kvarner-
ski otoci, Cutul aktivno radi na ukljucivanju Zena u lokalnu politiku i potice kolektivni napre-
dak kroz edukacije i umrezavanje. Njeno iskustvo obuhvaca rad na EU projektima, pripremi
natjeCaja i suradnji s lokalnim zajednicama u inicijativama koje podizu kvalitetu Zivo-
ta. Projekti poput “Zene - krila i korijeni“, Boja je zlatna, Island business women i mnogi
drugi odrazavaju njenu predanost oCuvanju tradicije otoka te stvaranju prilika za Zene u po-
duzetnistvu. Cutul vjeruje da povezivanje i razmjena iskustava, posebno na otocima s ograni¢en-
im resursima, mogu znacajno unaprijediti zivot zajednice i povecati ulogu zena u drustvu.
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KRISTINA ERCEGOVIC

DRZAVA: Hrvatska &8
KATEGORIJA: Vodstvo i Inovacija

Kristina Ercegovi¢ rodena je 8. veljace 1976. u Zagrebu. Diplomirala je marketing 1998. na
Ekonomskom fakultetu Sveucilista u Zagrebu i 2008. zavrsila Executive MBA u poslov-
noj skoli Cotrugli. Nakon niza edukacija 2024. zavrSava i dvogodisnju Skolu za voditelji-
cu sistemskih konstelacija. Kristina je radila Cetiri i pol godine u Plivi, od ¢ega godinu dana
u inozemstvu. Osnovala je Herakleu, prvu agenciju u Hrvatskoj specijaliziranu za mys-
tery shopping, koju je 10 godina kasnije prodala 2012. Osnovala je jo$ dvije tvrtke i napravi-
la exite. Kroz Business Café projekt umreZava i educira male poduzetnike, a vodi i por-
tal www.mojnovac.hr te Zene i novac klub. Predavala je kolegij Poduzetnistvo, bila TEDx
govornik i osvojila niz domacih i stranih nagrada i priznanja. www.kristinaercegovic.com
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JASNA HORVAT

DRZAVA: Hrvatska &8
KATEGORIJA: Kultura i Umjetnost

Jasna Horvat (1966) je znanstvenica, teoretiCarka kulture, spisateljica i multimedijska umjetnica.
Na Ekonomskom fakultetu u Osijeku radi od 1990. godine. U dugogodisnjoj znanstvenoj karijeri
objavila je znanstvene i stru¢ne radove iz podrucja drustvenih i humanisti¢kih znanosti, preda-
vanja navise (pred)diplomskih i doktorskih kolegija te umjetnicke izvedbe. Jedna je od osnivaci-
ca Andizeta - Instituta za znanstvena i umjetnicka istrazivanja kreativne industrije i predsjed-
nica Programskog odbora Kreativne riznice — popularizacijskog simpozija kreativne industrije.
Nagradivana je za knjizevnost, znanstveni i nastavni rad. Knjizevni izricaj Jasne karakterizira
oulipovsko istrazivanje knjizevnih potencijala, nadahnutost bastinskim sadrzajima i iznimna
imaginacija. Njezina se knjizevna djela koriste kao nastavni materijal na raznim fakultetima i vi-
sokim Skolama u Republici Hrvatskoj, predmet su znanstvenih proucavanja, a knjizevni kriticari
ih opisuju terminom Ars Horvatiana — uspjesnim spojem znanosti i umjetnosti na tragu Ou-
lipianovog djela. praksa. Jasna objavila je medunarodne znanstvene radove, sveuciliSne udzbe-
nike i znanstvene studije iz podrucja drustvenih, humanistickih i interdisciplinarnih znanosti.
Takoder je bila predavac na pozvanim predavanjima i knjizevnim dogadanjima (Atlanta, Bec,
Beijing, Budimpesta, Chengdu, Ljubljana, Mostar, Novi Sad, Peking, Podgorica, Rim i Zagreb).
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VESNA JAKSIC LOWE

COUNTRY: SAD =
CATEGORY: Arts & Culture

Vesna Jaksi¢ Lowe je spisatejica Ciji rad je objavljen u tri knjige, u novinama kao New York
Times i Washington Post, i Casopisima literature u Americi. Vesna, koja je odrasla u Dubrovni-
ku, a zivi izvan New Yorka, uglavnom pise o svom iskustvu kao imigrant, i vodi online ¢aso-
pis Immigrant Strong. Vesna takoder pise za organizacije za ljudska prava i socijalnu pravdu,
kao sto su Brennan Center for Justice, Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union, i PEN America. Vesna je pocela svoju karijeru kao novinarka tijekom koje
je osvojila 12 nagrada od Society of Professional Journalists. Diplomirala je komunikacije na
Hofstra University, a magistrirala studij medunarodnih odnosa na fakultetu The New School.
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STELA JOKIC

DRZAVA: Hrvatska E:8
KATEGORIJA: Znanost

Stela Joki¢ je redovita profesorica i prodekanica za promidzbu i suradnju s gospodarstvom
na Prehrambeno-tehnoloskom fakultetu Osijek. Njezino istrazivanje usmjereno je na odrzive
tehnike ekstrakcije bioaktivnin spojeva iz biljlnog materijala, poput ljekovitog bilja,
morskih organizama i nusproizvoda iz prehrambene industrije, s primjenama u
farmaceutskoj, kozmetickoj i/ili prehrambenoj industriji. Objavila je vise od 200 znanstvenih
radova i 20 poglavlja u knjigama, te je vodila 15 istrazivackih projekata ukupne vrijednosti ne-
koliko milijuna eura. Pod njezinimm mentorstvom obranjeno je 7 doktorskih disertacija te su
u njenom laboratoriju boravili brojni istrazivaci iz cijele Europe. Uspostavila je izvrsnu surad-
nju s razli¢itim vanjskim dionicima i industrijom, sto je znacajno doprinijelo prakti¢noj prim-
jeni njezinog istrazivanja. Glavna je urednica ¢asopisa Croatian Journal of Food Science and
Technology isvrstana je medu 2% najcitiranijih znanstvenika na svijetu. Cesto promovira znanost
putem razli¢itih medija, kao i kroz popularna predavanja na brojnim konferencijama te orga-
nizira radionice za razli¢ite dobne skupine. Sudjelovala je u osnivanju prvog studija Farmacije
na Sveucilistu u Osijeku. Za svoj rad primila je prestizne nacionalne i medunarodne nagrade.
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TamaraJurkovi¢vodiaktivnostiusmjerene naozivljavanje prirodnihikulturnih bogatstava Gacke
doline i Like te obogacivanje drustvenog zivota Otocca, a svojom kvalitetom i izvedbom prelaze
lokalne okvire i postaju razlog za dolazak u taj licki gradi¢. Uz to, Tamara sa suprugom isinom radi
na upravljanju njihovom obiteljskom tvrtkom Dandy d.o.0.i OPG Marin Jurkovic¢, kroz koje se bave
uzgojem punokrvnih arapskih konja. Redovita je volonterka na lokalnim projektima Udruge za
bastinu i kreativnost Bastinica iz Otocca, gdje je ¢lanica upravnog odbora. Predvodi Strukovnu
gruputurizma pri HGK ZK Otocac i jedna je od partnerica u organizacijskom odboru konferencje
“Zeneitocka"uOto&cu.Takoder, uspjednorazvijasvojbrend @izleti-lika.Clanicaje nekolikozenskih
poduzetnickih grupa, ukljucujuc¢i Zene i novac VIP klub, Women in Adria i Budi sam svoj Sef.
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NEVENKA KOMARICA

DRZAVA: SAD =
KATEGORIJA: Kultura i Umjetnost

Nevenka Komarica bifSa je direktorica Atlas Ambassadora, Dubrovnik, najve¢eg hrvatskog tu-
roperatora za Sjevernu Ameriku od 1987. do 1998. godine. Nevenka je osnovala i organizirala rad
prvog hrvatskog nacionalnog turistickog ureda za Sjevernu Ameriku u New Yorku i bila njegova
prva direktorica od 1998. do 2012. Kao povjesnicarka umjetnosti Nevenka je uvijek spajala kultu-
ru i turizam. Osim promocije hrvatskog turizma diljem SAD-a, promovirala je i hrvatsku kultur-
Nnu bastinu kroz turizam te je Hrvatsku ucinkovito upisala na turisticku kartu americkog trzista.
Tijekom svoje karijere Nevenka je organizirala mnoge Hrvatske medunarodne izlozbe, koncerte
u glasovitom Carnegie Hallu u New Yorku, predavanja o hrvatskoj arheologiji u Getty Museumu
(L.A.) o Apoksimenu pronadenom kod Malog LoSinja, uz posebne promocije hrvatskih arhe-
oloskih nalazista. Nevenka je bila ¢lanicaizvrsnog odbora Europske komisije za putovanjaizmedu
2000.-2005. Njezine odlike uklju€uju govornicu na konferenciji s predsjednikom Clintonom u
New Yorku. Hrvatski list Globus proglasio ju je jednom od 100 najutjecajnijih Hrvatica u svijetu,
a dobitnica je i dvije nagrade predsjednika Republike Hrvatske za promicanje hrvatske kulture
za izlozbu hrvatskih spomenika UNESCO-a u galeriji World Monuments Fund u New Yorku.
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MARINA LEKIC PERAN

DRZAVA: Slovenija
KATEGORIJA: Kultura i Umjetnost

Marina Leki¢ rodena Peran, ponosna je Splicanka prepuna ljubavi prema rodnom gradu.
Znanje steCeno u osnovnim i srednjim Skolama u Splitu je nadgradila studijem na Fakultetu za
arhitekturu u Ljubljani i fotografije u ZDA. Umirovljena kao arhitektica, u vlastitoj organizaciji je
aktivna fotografkinja, spisateljica, dragovoljna radnica. Zivi i radi u Ljubljani i u Bolu na Bracu, a
dusom iz Splita nije ni otisla. Njene dragovoljne aktivnosti, pokazale su se nadasve korisnima,
kroz dvadesetogodisnji rad na plivackoj Skoli u Bolu na Bracu. Po principu Platona, misliti i pli-
vati, u€e oto¢ku djecu potrebnim znanjima za sigurniju budué¢nost u domacem im kraju. Njene
fotografije nastaju u i oko kamenoloma, tamo gdje se rada nasa povijest i volja. U toplini doma
pise, knjiga o noni je njen novi literarni izazov. Sretna je tek, kad moze na pitanje kako je, odgov-
oriti da je dobro, jer je neSto dobro napravila za svoju obitelj, prijatelje, Hrvatsku, za svoj Split.
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BARBARA MATIC

DRZAVA: Hrvatska E®
KATEGORIJA: Sport

Barbara Mati¢ je hrvatska judasSica koja je osvojila zlatnu medalju na ljetnim Olimpijskim
igrama 2024. u kategoriji zena do 70 kg te je dvostruka svjetska i europska prvakinja u
kategoriji do 70 kg. Mati¢ je takoder dvostruka juniorska svjetska prvakinja i juniorska
europska prvakinja. Osim sportske karijere, obrazovanje je oduvijek imalo vitalnu ulogu u njez-
inom zivotu, Sto dokazuje i njezina zavrsena magisterij iz elektrotehnike. Barbara vjeruje u moc
ucenja i stalnog razvoja, unutar i izvan arene. Slijedila je svoje akademske interese s istom pre-
danoscéu kao i judu, shvacajucéi da su znanje i obrazovanje klju¢ni alati za osobni rast i vodstvo.
Uskladivanje studija sa rigoroznim zahtjevima profesionalnog sporta bilo je izazovno i dalo joj je
vjestine da ucinkovito upravlja vremenom i djeluje pod pritiskom u svim podrucjima svog zivota.
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LIDIJA ORTLOFF

DRZAVA: SAD =
KATEGORIJA: Vodstvo i Inovacija

Karijera Lidije Ortloff vodila ju je mnogim razli¢itim putevima, od korporativhog bankarst-
va preko znanstvenih seminara do treniranja i sudenja tenisa. Zajednicka nit kroz go-
dine bio je njezin rad za Sveuciliste Harvard koji je zapoCeo odmah nakon sto je diplomira-
la, takoder na Sveucilistu Harvard te se nastavlja danas. Lidija je trenutno usredotocena na
regrutiranje hrvatskih studenata za studij na Sveucilistu Harvard, s obzirom na izdasnu
financijsku pomoc¢ koju ta institucija nudi. Tijekom svog 15-godisnjeg mandata pri Katedri za
intervjue na Sveucilistu Harvard kao podruc¢na predstojnica za Hrvatsku, promatrala je kako
je 13 hrvatskih studenata primljeno na studij Harvard, sto je ujedno i nevjerojatna statisti-
ka za malu zemlju i fakultet sa stopom upisa od 3%. Lidija je takoder intenzivno uklju¢ena u
Udrugu hrvatsko-ameri¢kih profesionalaca na poziciji u upravhom odboru zadnje Cetiri go-
dine te na poziciji tajnice Udruge, a potom i tajnice za komunikacije, tijekom istih godina.
Bila je prva predsjednica Bostonskog ogranka, a sada je blagajnica ogranka. Lidija je rodena
u Zagrebu, u Hrvatskoj i Skolovana u SAD-u. Svoje vrijeme provodi izmedu Zagreba i Bostona.
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ADRIANA IVANA
SMAJIC

DRZAVA: Argentina e
KATEGORIJA: Vodstvo i Inovacija

Rodila se 1973. godine u Argentini, u pokrajini Santa Fe, u malom gradi¢u Chovet. Diplomirala
je pravo na Nacionalnom Sveucilistu u Rosario. Na istom je SveucilisStu zavrsila i posljediploms-
ki studij javnog biljeznistva. Od 2004. zivi u Buenos Airesu i radi kao odvjetnica na legalnim
predmetima vezani uz Hrvatsku i uz Hrvate. Od 2005. je sudski tumac i radi i u toj struci. Osim
legalnih dokumenata i stru¢nih tekstova, sudjelovala je u prvom prijevodu na Spanjolski jezik
knjizevnog dijela Zlatarovo Zlato Augusta Senoe. Prevodi simultalno i konzekutivno prigodom
sastanaka zajednice i posjeta vaznih gostiju iz Hrvatske, medu kojima isti¢e se njezino sudjelo-
vanje u delgegaciji predsjednika Republike Hrvatske, Zorana Milanoviéa tijekom posjete Cileu
2022. godine. Bila je tajnica Medudrustvenog odbora Hrvatskih Udruga i Ustanova u Argentini.
Od 2015. godine, je na Celu urednistva Casopisa Studia Croatica, zajedno s Jozom Vrljickom.
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KATEGORIJA: Vodstvo i Inovacija

Natasa Tramisak je magistra prava koja trenutno obnasa duznost zastupnice u Hrvats-
kom saboru u mandatu 2024-2028. Prethodno je obnaSala duznost ministrice regionalnoga
razvoja i fondova Europske unije u Vladi Republike Hrvatske tijekom 2020. do 2023. godine. U
poslovnoj karijeri prosla je put razvoja od lokalne i regionalne razine kao zamjenica nacelnika
Opcine Antunovac, direktorice Razvojne agencije Opcine Antunovac — RODA d.o.o., voditeljice
i predsjednice LAG-a Vuka — Dunav te procelnice Upravnog odjela za investicije, razvojne pro-
jekte i fondove Europske unije Osjecko — baranjske zupanije. Svoju karijeru posvetila je radu
na strateskim projektima i priviacenju europskih sredstava za financiranje vise od stotinu
projekata kojima su poboljSani uvjeti rada u skolstvu, zdravstvu, kulturi, socijalnoj skrbi, kao i
projekti znacajni za razvoj gospodarstva izgradnjom poslovnih zona, poduzetnickih inkubato-
ra te Gospodarskog centra OsjeCko-baranjske Zupanije, a zavrdetak pregovarackog postupka
s Europskom komisijom za nove EU fondove 2021 — 2027. za zelenu i digitalnu transformaci-
ju Republike Hrvatske najvaznije je postignuce. Posljednjih godina posvecena je i radu na
struénoj i politickoj podrsci projekta izgradnje novog Klinickog bolni¢ckog centra u Osijeku.
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ZLATA VASILIEVIC

DRZAVA: Srbija g
KATEGORIJA: Kultura i Umjetnost

Zlata Vasiljevi¢ rodena je 1968. godine u Somboru. Novinarstvom se bavi od 1995. godine.
Od 2013. godine uposlena je u NIU Hrvatska rije¢, a od 2019. godine glavna je i odgovorna
urednica tjednika »Hrvatska rijec¢«. Njenim dolaskom na duznost glavne i odgovorne ured-
nice »Hrvatske rijeCi« informativno - politicki tjednik dao je vise prostora udrugama i pojed-
incima iz hrvatske zajednice, gospodarstvenicima, Cuvarima bastine, uspjeSnim Hrvatima
koji vise ne zive u Vojvodi/Srbiji, temama koje se ticu (ne)ostvarivanja prava hrvatske nacio-
nalne manjine u Srbiji, politickim odnosima Hrvatske i Srbije. »Hrvatska rije¢« postala je medij
koji se citira i u Hrvatskoj i Srbiji. Tjednik »Hrvatska rijeC« prilagodila je novim trendovima u
novinarstvu, pa se »Hrvatska rijeC« priblizila novom krugu citatelja, koji tjednik prate na Face-
book stranici, Instagramu i internetskoj stranici. Osim profesionalno u Zivotu hrvatske zajed-
nica aktivno sudjeluje i kao tajnica HKUD-a »Vladimir Nazor« u Somboru, a za ostvarivanje
manjinskih prava bori se kroz svoj rad u Vije¢u za medunacionalne odnose Grada Sombora.
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ZELJANA ZOVKO

DRZAVA: Belgija/Hrvatska l (]
KATEGORIJA: Vodstvo i Inovacija

Zeljana Zovko je hrvatska politi¢arka s bogatim iskustvom u vanjskim poslovima i diplomaciji,
a od 2016. godine, ve¢ u treéem mandatu, obnada duznost zastupnice HDZ/EPP u Europs-
kom parlamentu. Potpredsjednica je Kluba zastupnika EPP-a zaduzena za diplomaciju i
odnose sa SAD-om, a Clanica je i Odbora za vanjske poslove, Odbora za ribarstvo, Odbora za
medunarodnu trgovinu te Pododbora za sigurnost i obranu. U svom radu aktivho zagovara
osnazivanje zena. U prosSlom sazivu EU parlamenta proglasena najutjecajnijom hrvatskom
zastupnicom, te 19. najutjecajnijom zastupnicom od ukupno svih 705 eurozastupnika. Bila
je veleposlanica u Francuskoj, Spanjolskoj i Italiji te ne-rezidentna veleposlanica u Maroku,
Alziru, Tunis, Monaku, Andori i Malti. U to vrijeme takoder je bila stalna predstavnica pri
UNESCO-u, WTO-u, IFAD-u, FAO-u i WFP-u. Zovko je primila brojne nagrade za svoj rad, poseb-
no za doprinos upisu Starog mosta u Mostaru, BiH na popis Svjetske bastine pod zastitom UN-
ESCO-a, a Spanjolski kralj Juan Carlos I. odlikovao ju je i Velikim krizem Reda za vojne zasluge.
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REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA

MINISTARSTVO DEMOGRAFIJE
1 USELJENISTVA

U Zagrebu, 4. veljage 2025.

Postovana organizatorice, poStovane dobitnice nagrade Utjecajne hrvatske Zene i buduée hrvatske
liderice.

prije svega iskreno vam ¢estitam 10. jubilarnu obljetnicu postojanja Croatian Women's Network/Mreze
hrvatskih Zena, organizacije koja s velikim uspjehom djeluje i na poseban nagin doprinosi okupljanju
i osnaZivanju Zena hrvatskog podrijetla.

Va§ ustrajan i svestran rad nije samo priznanje i ohrabrenje dobitnicama nagrade, ve¢ je takoder poticaj
mnogim Zenama diljem svijeta. Posebno nam je drago istaknuti da su nase Zene uspjesne kako u
poduzetni§tvu, znanosti, medicini, tako i u kulturi, obrazovanju, politici, odnosno u svim Zivotnim
podrugjima

7Zene imaju znanje, snagu i staloZenost koja je nuZna za postizanje njihovog poslovnog, obiteljskog i

osobnog uspjeha, ali isto tako time poti¢u razvoj drustva i pokazuju da su kljuéne za njegov napredak.

Vasa zauzetost i djelovanje ujedno pridonosi znadaju i ugledu nase domovine u svijetu, doprinose¢i
promidZbi Republike Hrvatske.

Stoga mi je zadovoljstvo i ¢ast §to vas u ovoj prigodi mogu pozdraviti u ime nedavno osnovanog
Ministarstva demografije i useljenistva, koje izmedu ostalog radi na stvaranju uvjeta za povratak i
useljavanje pripadnika hrvatskog iseljenistva te njihovo ukljugivanje u gospodarski i drugtveni Zivot u
Republici Hrvatskoj. (

Upravo u tom smislu vjerujem da je primjer svake dobitnice nagrade kao i svih poduzetnica, hrvatskih
Zena koje sudjeluju u ovoj mreZi, jedan od ¢vrstih mostova koji nas povezuje i otvara nadu u buduénost,
u zajedni¢kom cilju potrebne demografske i svekolike obnove Republike Hrvatske.

Uz najbolje Zelje srdatno vas pozdravljam.

S postovanjem




REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA
SREDISNJI DRZAVNI URED ZA HRVATE
IZVAN REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE

KLASA: 015-06/24-05/02
URBROI: 537-05-01/5-25-2
Zagreb, 28. sije¢nja 2025.

MREZA HRVATSKIH ZENA /
CROATIAN WOMEN'S NETWORK
gda Caroline Spivak, predsjednica

PREDMET: Zamolba za pokroviteljstvom nad medunarodnom konferencijom ,,Napredak
Zena, Napredak ekonomije. Ostvari potencijal!“ te dodjelom nagrada ,,Utjecajne
hrvatske Zene“ i ,,Budude liderice*

- obavijest o pokroviteljstvu, dostavlja se

Postovana gospodo Spivak,

Sredi3nji drzavni ured za Hrvate izvan Republike Hrvatske zaprimio je Va§ dopis od 9. kolovoza
2024., u kojemu je sadrzana zamolba za pokroviteljstvom nad medunarodnom konferencijom
,Napredak Zena, Napredak ekonomije. Ostvari potencijal!“ te dodjelom nagrada ,,Utjecajne hrvatske
Zene“ i ,,Budude liderice®, koja ¢e se odrzati 7. i 8. oZujka 2025. godine u Zagrebu.

Ovim Vas putem obavjestavamo da Sredi¥nji drzavni ured za Hrvate izvan Republike Hrvatske
prihvaca pokroviteljstvo ovog vrijednog projekta, koji nastavlja povezivati i umreZavati uspjesne
Hrvatice iz cijeloga svijeta, ¢ija su postignuca i zalaganje inspiracija ne samo Zenama u Domovini,
nego i mnogima diljem svijeta.

Ujedno, koristimo priliku kako bismo Vam od srca destitali 10. obljetnicu postojanja ove
hvalevrijedne organizacije, koja uspjesno izvriava svoju misiju nadahnjujuci hrvatske Zene u cijelom
svijetu i pomaZuéi im u ostvarivanju njihovih potencijala. Time se nesumnjivo poti¢e gospodarski
napredak te stvaraju snazne veze Domovine s hrvatskim iseljeniStvom, $to svakako doprinosi
otuvanju hrvatskog identiteta u svijetu.

Jo§ jednom &estitamo na dosada$njem radu te Vama, gospodo Spivak, i svim Vasim suradnicama

Zelimo uspjesnu provedbu ovog projekta i puno uspjeha u svim buduéim aktivnostima usmjerenima
na promociju izvrsnosti i jatanje zajedni$tva hrvatskoga naroda.

S postovanjem,




g HRVATSKA MATICA ISELJENIKA

< CROATIAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Trg Stjepana Radica 3, p.p. 241

10000 ZAGREB

HRVATSKA / CROATIA

OIB 28639480902

tel: (+3851)61 15116 « fax:(+3851)61 11522
e-mail: hmi-info@matis.hr

www.matis.hr

Postovane Utjecajne hrvatske Zene i Buducéa liderice, drage Hrvatice,

Ponosni smo i ¢estitamo dobitnicama Croatian Women's NetworkTM / Mreza Hrvatskih Zena / La
Red de Mujeres Croatas, koja ove godine slavi 10. obljetnicu osnutka. Sve dosadasnje dobitnice
su posebna inspiracija, a svojim uspjesima pridonose i promociji Hrvatske u svijetu.

Hrvatska matica iseljenika od samih pocetka podupire ovaj projekt s ciliem jaceg i boljeg
povezivanja domovinske i iseljene Hrvatske. Postignu¢ima kojima izravno promicete hrvatsku
izvrsnost dillem svijeta ¢ime ste i inspiracija za mlade generacije, stvarate siguran put za jacanje
hrvatske buduénosti na globalnoj razini.

Godinama svjedocimo da ova organizacija povezuje, slavi i zagovara ugledne Zene hrvatskog
podrijetla iz cijelog svijeta koje rade zajedno kako bi inspirirale i podrzavale jedna drugu. Nagrada
Utjecajne hrvatske Zene i nagrada Buduce liderice odaju priznanje njihovim postignu¢ima te ih
motiviraju na jo$ bolji rad i postignuca.

Ovogodisnja dodjela nagrada ima snazan i motivirajuci naziv: Napredak Zena. Napredak
Ekonomije. Ostvari potencijal! pod geslom - Rusenje barijera. Vi ste pravi dokaz da barijera nema i
da su veze s domovinom siguran i vjerodostojan put.

Cestitam svim dobitnicama nagrada Utjecajne hrvatske zene i Buduce liderice, ovoj prepoznatoj
platformi na predanom radu i ovim putem ¢estitam vam Medunarodni dan zena.

l it @ Z
Mijo Mari¢, prof.



Draga teta Marina,

u ime svih trenera “Plivackog Drustva Grancigula” iz Bola na
Bracu, koje ste osnovali, Eestitam na ovoj prestiznoj nagradi.
Odgoijili ste stotine djece, koja su od Vas uz pravilno plivanje
naucila i mnoge druge Zivotne vrijednosti: ukljucivost, vaznost
volontiranja, druZenja i ljubavi prema rodnom kraju. Zahvaljujuci
Vama postali smo bolji i kvalitetniji ljudi, a poStovanje i zahval-
nost pokazujemo u svakom kutku svijeta u kojem se pojavite,
gdje Vas i danas djeca, roditelji i bake nase Grancigule i dalje
zovu Teta Marina.

Nikica Trutanic, Madrid 2025. godine.

U ime splitskih i brackih prijatelja te u svoje ime i svih onih koji
vide ljepotu u traku sunca, ljeskanju vala, u kamenu rodne
grude, u obitelji, te svih onih koji otkrivaju radost u svemu $to
rade, upucéujemo Cestitku

Marini Peran Leki€, supruzi, majci, noni, teti te nadasve prijetel-
jici, arhitektici, fotografkinji, spisateljici i dragovoljnoj sportskoj i
kulturnoj radnici,

vezano uz primitak nagrade Utjecajne hrvatske zene i Liderice!
Marina, tvoje otvoreno srce i um prema ljudima, prirodi, stvari-
ma, prema samoj sebi te je dovelo do uspjeha u svemu $to si
zeljela i iskreno radila. Zelimo ti, da ostvari$ svaki sebi zadani
cilj, a tvoje zadovoljstvo biti Ce i nama najveca nagrada.

Prijateljica Lada Rezic, uciteljica hrvatskog jezika i knjizevnosti

Povodom primitka nagrade za Croatoan Women of Influence
Award and Future LLeader

Cestitamo Marini Peran Lekié i ujedno joj se zahvaljujemo za
sav trud i entuzijazam ulozen u odrzavanje i nastavak rada
plivacke Skoli »Grancigula u nasem Bolu.

Kap. Sinisa Soljacic
Direktor
KP Grabov vrat d.o.0.- BOL



Congratulations,
Lidija Ortloff!

ACAP Zagreb proudly celebrates
your well-deserved recognition
as a recipient of the Croatian
Women of Influence Award.

Your passion and dedication have profoundly impacted countless
lives—empowering Croatian students to realize their dreams of
attending Harvard University, unlocking life-changing opportunities,
and strengthening the global Croatian community through your
leadership in ACAP.

As a key force behind ACAP’s growth, you founded the Boston
Chapter, served on the National Board, led various committees
and made an invaluable contribution to the Zagreb Chapter. Your
dedication has strengthened our organization, inspired future
generations and rasied the profile of Croatians worldwide.

Thank you for all you do to empower and connect our community!

With admiration and gratitude,

BRCAP | conoocor

/AGREB .
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Studia Croatica congratulates Croatian Women's %

Network™/Mreza Hrvatskih Zena, on its 10th
anniversary as well as the CWol Award Winners %

Studia Croatica cCestita 10. obljetnicu Mrezi %

2025.

Hrvatskih Zena i dobitnicima nagrade “Utjecajne
Hrvatske Zene” 2025. godine, a posebno cestitamo Z
nasoj direktorici i dugogodisnjoj suradnici
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Cestitam MreZi Hrvatskih Zena na deset godina proslavljanja nositeljica naslova
Utjecajne hrvatske zene i Buduce liderice. Vizija Caroline Spivak gradila se tijekom
proteklog desetljeda da bi 2025. godine postala ¢vrstom mreZzom uzajamnosti i
zajednistva. MreZa Hrvatskih Zena osvijetlila je osobnosti Zena koje doprinose ugledu
Republike Hrvatske kako u samoj zemlji tako i globalno. Vise od stotinu istaknutih
nagradenica primilo je nagradu u obliku glagoljskog znaka koji istodobno oznacuje
slovo Z, broj 7 i rije¢ Zivot. Takvim simboli¢kim ¢inom povezane su hrvatska proslost i
sadasnjost sa buduénoséu, a jamstvo uspjeha upravo su laureatkinje koje su
primitkom nagrade umreZene i osnaZzene na medusobno podrZavanje.



LIDIJA KOVARIK

HOLISTIC VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

VIO Crngratutationas

Iskrene cestitke svim pobjednicama Croatian Women Award 2025, svim
dosadasnjim pobjednicama, kao i ¢lanicama Croatian Women
Network!

S osobitim ponosom obiljezavamo 10. obljetnicu postojanja
ove inspirativne platforme, Mreze hrvatskih zena, koja sa
srcem i ljubavlju povezuje uspjesne zene diljem svijeta s
hrvatskim korijenima.

Ova mreza nije samo simbol izvrsnosti i zajednistva,
veé i mocna snaga koja svojim primjerom osnazuje,
inspirira i prenosi ljubav prema nasljedu, uspjehu i
podrsci. Svojim iznimnim doprinosima, sve ¢lanice i
dobitnice nagrada oblikuju buduénost, ohrabrujuéi
mlade generacije da vjeruju u sebe, razvijaju svoj
potencijal i slijede svoje snove.

Hvala vam $to nesebicno dijelite svoju strast,
postignucéa i ljubav prema napretku i

zajednistvu. Vi ste istinski uzori i inspiracija!

S ljubavlju i poStovanjem,

A

3, Arts ana
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Svecanavecera za dobiice nagrade Ujecajne Hrvarske Zene i Buduse Liderice & 7. ofujak, 2020 # Zagreb, Republika Hrvarska 3 9



CroActivas congratulates Croatian Women's Network™/Mreza
Hrvatskih Zena, on its 10th anniversary as well as the CWol Award
Winners 2025.

CroActivas cCestita 10. obljetnicu Mrezi Hrvatskih Zena i dobitnicima
nagrade “Utjecajne Hrvatske Zene” 2025. godine.

CroActivas felicita el 10° aniversario de la Croatian Women's
Network™ por su 10° aniversario, asi como a las ganadoras del
premio "Mujeres Croatas Influyentes" 2025.

Red de Mujeres Croatas de Latinoamérica



R activad

Red de Mujeres Croatas de Latinoamérica

CroActivas® felicita a Carolina Spivak
como fundadora de Croatian Women's
Network™/Mreza Hrvatskih Zena, en
su 10° Aniversario.

CroActivas® cestita Carolini Spivak,
osnivacici Croatian Women'’s Network
™/Mreza Hrvatskih Zena, na 10.
obljetnici njenog osnutka.

R activad

Red de Mujeres Croatas de Latinoamérica
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CroActivas, la Red de mujeres croatas de
Latinoamerica, destaca a las ganadoras
CroActivas de la década del premio
Mujeres Influyentes:

Dra. Maja Lukac Stier (2017)
Arq. Patricia Avila Kuljis (2020)
Dra. Jelena Nadinic (2023)

Ana Maria Kuljevan (2023)
Andrea Sepulveda Rosso (2023)
Lluvitza Lopez Golac (2024)
Catalina Lonac (2024)
Adriana Smajic (2025)

/0 :
e [ eres Lroatas de Latll america




CESTITAMO SVIM
DOBITNICAMA PRESTIZNE
NAGRADE

Croatian Women
of Influence

croatiansonline.com




Happy Medunarodni

MREZ| HRVATSKIH ZENA OD SRCA CESTITAMO 10. ROPENDAN!
[l SAMI SMO GA NEDAVNO PROSLAVILI | ZNAMO KOLIKO JE TRUDA POTREBNO]
VASA PARTNERSKA UDRUGA MEETING G2
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HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY TO CROATIAN WOMEN NETWORK!
[WE CELEBRATED ONE RECENTLY SO WE KNOW HOW MUCH EFFORT IT TAKES]
YOUR PARTNERS FROM MEETING G2 ASSOCIATION

B
MEETING A DECADE OF BUSINESS CONNECTIONS
SECOND DESETLJECE POSLOVNOG POVEZIVANJA
UENERATION o



Croatian Want@n's Network™ /Mreza
Hrvatskih 7 Hrvatskom Maticom .
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Corntratecil bone

Venn!

Nevenka Komarica

Heartfelt congratulations on receiving the

well-earned Croatian Woman of Influence

Award! Wishing you ongoing success in all
that you do!

Your NFCACF members and past
CWol award winners:

Bernadette Luketich-Sikaras (CWol 2016),
Andrea Novak Neumann (CWol 2017),
Tatjana Mustac (2018)

Biljana Abel (Lovrinovic) CWol 2019
Judi Zivic CWol (2024)

welcome you to this special club!

NFCACF ... ...

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CROATIAN
AMERICANS CULTURAL FOUNDATION




Croatian Women’s Network™/MreZa
Hrvatskih Zena/La Red de Mujeres Croatas is

celebrating it’s 10th anniversary.

A
e
wonderful years of connecting, championing
and celebrating Croatian women the world
over.

As we kick off our 10th anniversary celebration, we invite you to:

Become a member

Become a strategic partner
Become a sponsor

Become a volunteer

We look forward to hearing from you at info@croatianwomensnetwork.org.

Thank you for an incredible first 10 years.

We can’t wait to see what we can create together in the next 10!
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MREZA HRVATSKIH ZENA
e

Where women lead




